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types of terrain. 


For fast getaways and control on `  “ 


to conquer specific = 


f. 


straightaways, turns and jumps, you 
need tires with deep biting edges and 
sure grip...no matter what the riding 
conditions or terrain. "ə 
Dunlop - whose tires powered 


motorcycles to more firsts, seconds, `... 


and thirds than-any ether tire brand 
in the 1978 Nationals (125, 250 and 
500CC), CMC Golden State Series, 
Supercross Series, Trans-A.M.A. and 
U.S. Grand Prix Events - has designed 
not one, but three Motocross and 
Enduro tires. 


K190: The all-purpose tire 
The key to the K190's all-around per- 
formance is a unique tread design 
that features small, rectangular 
“dimples” molded into each tread 
block. This gives you eight biting 
edges on every knob instead of four, 
providing traction in sand, mud or 
‘blue groove.” 


CONVENTIONAL TIRE K190 SPORTS 


Add the flexible, resilient com- 
pound, big reinforced shoulder 
blocks and a rim saver that protects 
against rocks and stones, and you 
have the best all-around Motocross / 
Enduro tire value available. When 
you price it, you'll buy it - no matter 
what size you need, from mini-moto- 
cross to open class. 


K88: The ultimate soft terrain tire. 
As with other Dunlop motorcycle 
tires, the success of K88, particularly 
in competitions where soft conditions 
prevail, can be attributed to its design. 
While there are five knobs in each 
row, as in a traditional tread pattern, 


the knobs 
have been 
offset. This align- “€ 
ment, pioneered by 
Dunlop, allows each 
knob to dig into the 
terrain following a slightly 
different line than the one 
preceding it. This, combined with a 
harder compound, puts more trac- 
tion edges in contact with the earth 
per tire revolution. And, the knobs 
are spaced to clear mud and loose 
ground from the tread. 


K88HT: Specially designed for hard 
terrain. For “blue groove” surfaces, 
you need even more rubber in con- 
tact with the ground than for 
medium-to-soft conditions. The 
Dunlop K88HT is your tire. 

Featuring a wider profile, the 
K88HT also uses an offset knob 
arrangement. However, the knobs are 
placed much closer together than 
those in the K88, to give even more 
contact needed for hard terrain. And 
the compound is softer than the 
K88. This combination results in 
more driving edges and rubber-to- 
ground contact necessary for the 
unyielding conditions of hard terrain. 


More cycles ride on Dunlop 
than any other tire in the world. 


CONTACT PATCH COMPARISON 


The shoulder knobs were strength- 
ened by adding more rubber, to help 
prevent knob rollover when corner- 
ing on "blue groove" 

The Dunlop K190, K88 and K88HT 
- three first-class knobbies - proven 
winners in Motocross and Enduro 
events around the world. One of 
them is your ticket to winning. 


P.O. Box 1109 
Buffalo, N.Y. 14240 
716-879-8200 
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Gary Woodling wheelies the XR500 on the cliff trails of 
Gorman, and four brand-new 125s await a thrashing. Rick 
Sieman photo. 


From The 
Saddle 


Sierra gate 


Recently, the Forest Service folks made 
a trip into the Ballinger Canyon area of 
California, to make a spot check on the 
Blunt-nosed leopard lizard. Remember 
that rare little creature that was 
ballyhooed as being in danger? Yup. 
The one and same. 

Well, as it turned out, these gentle- 
men couldn't find one single lizard of 
that variety. Oh sure, they found a lot 
of ordinary lizards, but not one Blunt- 
nosed lizard. Not even the... how 
shall we say it? .. . the ''leavings'' of 
the lizard. 

This caused quite a stir among the 
Sierra Clubbers and the eco-freaks. You 
see, they'd closed down more than one 
enduro in that area because of potential 
harm to that ““all-important”” reptile. 
Actually, no one has ever seen a BNL 
(Blunt-nosed lizard) in that area at all, 
but they had found its excrement. A 
fullreport on that was in the Jan. '79 
DB, From the Saddle. 

This makes us wonder. Is it possible 
that some critter in the woods just up 
and ate the rare BNL? Or, is it possible 
that there never, ever was a BNL there 
in the first place? If this is the case, 
then the public at large, and the bikers 
in specific, are on the receiving end of a 
large-scale fraud. 

Of course, we might never know, un- 
less we could get hold of a tape of what 
really goes on at one of those highly 
secret Sierra Club meetings. The ones 
where they scheme and plan fiendishly 
to take our land away. Such a tape 
could rightfully be called Sierra Gate, 
and it might just sound like this: 

““OK, meeting is called to order. 
Harris? You've got the minutes of the 
last meeting. Let's hear them."' 

“Right, Chief. Lessee here... the 
meeting was called to order at 9:00 


sharp. All members were in attendance. 


The security guards were properly 
posted. First order of business was 
about our profit structure in the oil 
business. The Secretary-Treasurer was 
pleased to report that most of our board 
members have more than doubled their 
profits from the previous year. 
“Additionally, our boys paid out 
very little in taxes compared to previ- 
ous years. Much of this, according to 
the books, is because of hefty contribu- 
tions to... heh, heh... the Sierra Club. 
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By Rick Sieman 


“Right now, our treasury is in Fat 
City, reports the bookkeeper, but we 
have to keep bolstering it up, as our 
payments to various politicians are due 
right at the beginning of the fiscal year. 
And, as you know, these guys don't sell 
out cheap. Especially those 
Assemblymen. 

“Under new business, we gave a 
handsome plaque to Mr. Smathers, for 
coming up with four new endangered 
species, none of which exist, or ever 
did exist. This enabled us to shut down 
two previously open dirt bike riding 
areas. The new ““species”” were as 
follows: (1) The spiny-fingered stickle- 
backed perch; (2) the great thundering 
white-bellied cheese carp; (3) the de- 
mented geek-headed escargot darter; 
and (4) the round-eyed cuddly orphan 
fish. 

“"That last one, gentlemen, seemed 
to be the most effective species with 
the media. They just couldn’t resist the 
image of a sad-eyed fish with no 
parents. That about takes care of 
minutes, Chief. Back to you.”” 

‘Thank you, Harris. Enough 
frivolity. We have a problem on our 
hands. It seems that the Forest Service 
made a search for that Blunt-nosed 
lizard the other day and couldn't find 
any. Apparently, they believed that re- 
lease we leaked out, just like the public 
did. Even worse, they didn’t even find 
the lizard “excrement.” Johnson, it 
was your job to make sure some of that 
metalflake purple dung was scattered 
around near where the rangers were 
looking. What happened?" 

"I guess it's my fault, Chief. You 
see, I've been using parakeet droppings 
painted purple to pass as lizard yucky, 
(Continued on page 13) 
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New Model Premiere: 


CB750F, CB750K, CX500C, CM400T, NC50 and more. 


|. RedHot. And ready to roll in August. 


Excitement runs high when 01980 models, like the CB750F promises to be the best ever! 
new models are about to be CB750K, CX500C, CM400T, and SO get on down to your local 


released —especially when NC50 Express” With more Honda dealer, and be the 
they're new Hondas! it's to come. first in line to see the first of 
hard to walt fora year-end Changes abound. From tech- the 1980 Honda line. They're 
| curtain call, so we're unvell- ^ nological refinements to gonna go fast! U 


| Ing our most popular street dynamite new styling treat- “Selected models only. 
machines ahead of schedule. ments. And, of course, they're 


The new model year is slated wrapped up in new 1980 

to start at your local Honda Honda colors and graphics. 

dealer in early August: and in looks and performance, HONDA I 
with it some exciting new the best in street machinery GOING STRONG: 


Always wear a helmet and eye protection: Release dates subject to change without notice. Availability may be limited. See Yellow Pages for 
nearest Honda dealer. Americari Honda Motor Co., Inc., Dept. DB89N, Box 50, Gardena, California 90247. (c) 1979 AHM- ” 
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Owensmouth 


Another tool-related tragedy 
By Ned Owens 


“Tf you'll take your seats,” the dark- 
suited chairman motioned, ''we'll 
begin this evening’s meeting. There are 
a couple of seats up front.” 

The crowd shuffled nervously. They 


all looked pretty normal—just a kind of ` 


regular cross-section of society. Some 
guys were in mechanics’ uniforms, but 
there were many others wearing coats 
and ties or sportshirts. One guy was a 
doctor. There were even a couple of 
women—one was a teacher. 

Most of them sipped coffee. Others 
carefully cleaned the grease from their 
fingernails. The room finally drew 
quiet. 

"I want to introduce another one of 
us who has finally decided to help him- 
self,’’ the chairman announced. ''He's 
come to this T-A meeting to tell us his 
story. Let's welcome him.” 

“Hi. Um, this is a little difficult for 
me to say, but a friend suggested that I 
come. Here goes. 

“My name is Nick O-Ringz and I'm a 
tool-a-holic.”” I looked down— 
ashamed. Many of the audience 
applauded cautiously. I looked back up 
to smiling, nodding faces. 

“Yes, Tam a tool-a-holic. It's been 
very difficult for me to admit this. But, 
here Iam. 

"I guess it all started innocently 
enough. When I was a teenager, my 
father bought me a simple crescent 
wrench, pliers and a wooden-handled 
screwdriver. With these basic tools, 

I worked on bicycles and household 
stuff. Then I started working on cars. A 
little at a time—mostly just with some 
friends who had cars. 

“Even with the simple things— 
changing plugs, installing shocks—I 
soon found that I needed different 
kinds of tools. I bought a Phillips, a 
couple of sockets and a flex handle. 
But, after a while, this didn't satisfy 
me. I'd figure that a particular tool was 
just what I needed to make the job 
easier or do it faster. 

‘Sometimes when my father was off 
on a trip, I'd get into the cabinet where 
he kept his tools. He had all kinds— 
even Whitworths—but he could always 
seem to hold his own. I figured that I 
could, too. 
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‘As I look back, I think the turning 
point came when I bought my first 
compartmentalized toolbox. With that 
new box, I justified some of my forays 
as just completing what should right- 
fully be there. That box led to another, 
larger box. 

"For a long time, I just considered 
myself to be chipping—a hammer here, 
a chisel or pin drift there—I still felt 
that I could stop whenever I wanted. I 
continued to accumulate tools through 
my years in college, and then into the 
Air Force. : 

“In the service it was really easy to 
support my habit, because you could 
buy tools really cheaply in the base ex- 
change. Also, they had hangouts where 
tools were used freely—for a 
price— “auto hobby shops’ is what they 
called them. Mostly enlisted men hung 
out there. 

“There were a lot of guys like me. 
Some worked on the flightline—jet 
mechanics and motor-pool types. They 


soon became my friends, and some of 
these guys were really heavy into tools. 
I wasn’t making much money, of 
course, so I did all my own work on my 
car. Even though I'd left my tools at 
home, I soon found myself buying tools 
hand over fist. 

“Teven took a part-time job as a bar- 
tender to pay for a six-drawer roll- 
around cabinet. Sometimes I could 
hold out for weeks at a time. Then I'd 
go on a Friday binge and wake up Satur- 
day morning amidst brown paper bags 
and boxes. Sadly, I'd go through them: 
a three-stone cylinder hone; a 32-piece 
half-inch drive socket set; a set of 
cross-point screwdrivers; brake caliper 
puck clips; inside micrometer with dial 
gauge; shot-filled plastic hammer, and 
on and on. It was awful. 

"Sometimes I'd go into fits of de- 
pression. I'd suddenly find myself in 
the tool department at Sears—eyes 
glazed, stumbling through the aisles, 
searching for a rotary drum sander, or a 
new 64-bit drill index—full, of course. 
There were times when, after I'd spent 
nearly all afternoon handling the mer- 
chandise, I'd suddenly go :berserk and 
start shouting at the salesman. 
Usually, it was over something insigni- 
ficant like the six-point sockets mixed 
with the 12s. Later, I'd feel really 
ashamed. 

“ the salesman knew me, he'd 
often cut me off after a couple of 


- Phillips-bit sockets, or a flex-head 


ratchet. It was for my own good, 
though, but I wouldn't admit it. 
"When I got into motorcycles, it was 
really my complete downfall. When- 
ever I'd go riding with my buddies, I al- 
ways had tools—tools for everyone. I 
was the life of the party. No one ever 
had an empty tool bag when I was 
around. I'd get upset if someone 
wouldn't take a pair of Vise-Grips that 
I'd offered, when they knew that 
they'd had enough. Then I'd blow up 
because someone split a socket, or re- 
turned a wrench with grease all over it. 
"I tried to stop—go cold turkey—a 
couple of times, but it was bigger than I 
was. Pretty soon, no one would ride 
with me. I'd just sit in the garage, amid 
the chests, work benches, presses and 


— 


parts cleaners, while the air com- 
pressor clattered away. 

“As time went on, my health de- 
clined. I hardly ate at all. I'd spend 
most of my money on more tools—new 
ones—exotic ones— special ones. 
Pretty soon I had markers out all over 
town. The bills to the MAC and Snap- 
On vendors alone were in four digits. 
The theft insurance was enough to 
break most men. 

“Finally, I'd lost my job and all my 
friends. I took to sleeping in the garage 
with the tools. I'd rented the rest of the 
house to a family of migrant farm 
workers. 

“Then, I guess one day they found 
me in a corner, delirious, unshaven and 
starved, peeling chrome off a 
2-13/32-inch socket. They turned me 
over to the county health people. I 
went through a slow withdrawal. I 
eventually managed to get a job—away 
from tools. 

“So here I am tonight. To fight the 
temptation of a forged, chromed, 
polished, 24mm combination wrench. 
To be able to pick up a half-inch drill- 
motor—and put it back down. I feel 
better and I have more self-respect. 

"Icaneven walk through the Sears 
tool department without buying any- 
thing! If I can do it, thousands of others 
can. Throw down your telescopic, 
magnetic pick-up tools and fight it!” O 


Thanks bo you, 5 
it works. We 
For all oF us. Z 


United Way 


SACHS PARTS bymail order 


Repair, Restore your DIRTBIKE 


Largest, most complete stock of Sachs Engine parts for: Pen- 
ton, Sachs, DKW, Monark, MCB, Am. Eagle, Dalesman, Tyran, 
Saracen, with 100/125cc 5- or 6-speed Sachs engines. Send $3 
for parts book and $4 for factory repair manual. Fast service! 


SPEEDCENTER, U.S.A. (714) 979-4122 
3001 Red Hill Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 * 1 


TOTAL PRICES — WE PAY SHIPPING 
Send check or money order — No C0D's 
State: Style, Size (Bell 634-734 - Shoei XS, S, M, L, XL) and 

1st-2nd Color Choice. Calif. Res. add 6% tax. 
RT MAG II STAR 120 MOTO STAR II 
$47.95 $67.95 $75.95 $75. $ 
ZG S-20 S-12 S-25 S-30 
— 95 $49.95 $69.95 $49.95 $114. 95 
meme PARTS UNLIMITED 13273 Glenoaks Blvd. Y 
1 SYLMAR, CA. 91342 (213) 367-1246 
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Check our unbelievably 
low prices, then 


SAVE MONEY! 


SUPER DISCOUNTS.O 


N FAMOUS BRAN 


TIRES & ACCESSORIES 


ORDER BY PHONE —Call TOLL-FREE 1-800-854-3110 TODAY! 


In Calif. 1-800-432-7433 


@ BAC/VISA/M- peal isa Exp credit card orders shipped same day. 


GOODYEAR EAGLE 
MX Il 

Tall, stiff lugs and wide, flat 
footprint for increased trac- 


tion. Super tough, shock 
absorbing nylon cord body. 


500-17 $45.97 450-18 $43.64 


Krim a Eao NE Yor 907 | CY MX I 400-18 4122 300.21 3287 


CHENG SHIN. Top quality replacement tires at 


low, low prices. 


300-14 183A $10.48 410-18 (755 $24.10 
385-14 183D 15.42 460-18 1830 25.43 
300-15 183A 10.26 460-18 C755 28.44 
275-17 183A 9.57 500-18 1830 29.56 
500-17 183D 28.49 530-18 183D 31.74 
350-18 183A 16.24 300-21 183S 17.03 
350/400-18 183S 19.19 300-21 C755 19.84 
400-18 183A 20.32 325/350 183S 20.50 
400/450-18 183S 24.35 21 
410-18 1830 21.03 
183A Regular knobby design — excellent all- 
"round dirt tire. 


1830 Yokohama Super Digger copy — low’ 


sidewall blocks for extreme cornering, 
self-cleaning 

183S Barum ISDT copy — rim saver bead, 6- 
ply. excellent enduro/desert tire. 

C755 Metzeler copy — lightweight, soft rubber 
for added traction on hard surfaces. 


CHENG SHIN tubes. — special with tire 
purchase: 14", 15" $3.25: 17”, 18", 21° — $4.25 


BASSANI HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
EXHAUST SYSTEMS 


Power increases between 8 and 20% possible! 

Hon XR75 thru 78" “$40.08 
HON ATC90 thru 78 40.08 
HON XL250 thru 77" 48.88 
Hon XL350 thru 78" 55.25 
Hon MT250 thru 76 61.63 
Suz TS185 71-76 55.25 
Yam 360RT1-3 thru 73 61.62 
Yam 01125 A/B/C 74-76 51.38 
Yam DT175 A/B/C 74-76 59.50 
Yam TT/XT 500 74-77 55.25 
* Specify up pipe or down pipe. All others up pipes 


only. Partial listing only. If your bike is not listed. 
write or phone TOLL-FREE 1-800-854-3110 for 


DUNLOP K190 & K88 

New K190 MX and Enduro tire with “dimple” 
blocks and rim saver. K88 for big bikes — 
K88HT for hard surfaces. 


410-14 K190 $21.24 500-18 K88 — $37.08 
500-17 K88 34.58 510-18 K88HT 40.31 
410-18 K190 27.10 300-21 K190 25.30 
460-18 K190 31.76 325-21 K190 29.41 


YOKOHAMA SUPER DIGGER Y907 


Delivers excellent acceleration with outstanding 
cornering control. Features cantilevered rim 
protection. Developed for Roger deCoster 
410/425-14 $20.42 550-18 4-ply $37.93 
410-18 28.23 550-18 6-ply 40.94 
460-18 31.62 300-21 902 25.85 
500-18 35.96 


MULHOLLAND SHOCKS & SPRINGS 
— Save up to 35% 


Rebuildable MX shocks in 10%", 11%", 12%" 
13", 13'?" and 14%" lengths. "$38, ‘s/t wid 
springs. 
Springs: Single rate $12.95/pr 
progressive (dual rate) $11.95/pr. 
Note: 14%" shocks require LTG springs (see 
below). 
Rebuildable LTG (Long Travel Gas) shocks in 13", 
13127, 1414", 15" lengths $69.50/pr. w/o springs. , 
Springs: Single rate $18.95/pr 

progressive (dual rate) $25.95/pr 


FREE WITH ALL ORDERS OVER 
$30 — A $6.98 VALUE “HOW TO 
WIN AT MOTOCROSS.” Karsmak- 
ers. Pomeroy, and Weinert tell you 
how to win in 40-minute interviews 
on 8-track tapes. Learn frcm the 
pros and win! Offer limited to one 


METZELER MX/ENDURO 


Designed for rapid self-cleaning 
under extreme and muddy conditions. 


500-17 $61.90 300-21 43.62 
400-18 52.07 325-21 47.73 
450-18 353.43 


GUARANTEE: All tires and 
tubes are first quality merchandise. No 
seconds. No blems. Tire prices include 
Fed. Exc. Tax. If you compare prices, be 
sure freight, F.E.T. and sales tax are in- 
cl. in total price quoted. Prices in 
previous ads no longer valid. 

(C) Phantom Rider 1979 


PLASTIC GAS TANKS 


In unbreakable plastic. Universal, fits 
most bikes with single top tube frames. 
Comes complete w/gas valve, cap and 
Mounting kit. Specify colors: whi, yel, 
red, blu, blk. Give 2nd color choice. 
Model Gallons Price 


Mini (75 30.50 
125 1. 32.65 
250 1 32.65 
350 3 34.30 
Husky 3 36.95 
RM250/370 2 39.95 


WRITE 0R CALL 
TOLL-FREE 
1-800-854-3110 
FOR FREE CATALOG 


application and price. 


RIDER WEAR 
Bell Helmets—Save 30% 


R-T (Road/Trail). Blk, whi, ora, 
fed ADDS ə əə əs 
“Magnum II. Bik, whi, ora, 
lC yor dən oS 
"Moto Ill. Yel, whi, red....... 
Sizes: 634-775. 
*SNELL 75— AMA approved. 


TEAM JERSEYS 

Fully cut, top quality, stylish vented 
100% nylon jerseys in team colors with 
cycle mame across chest and on 
sleeves. Avail for: Bul/Can-Am/Honda/- 
Husq./-Kawa/Suz/Yam. 

In adult sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL $10.95 


HI-POINT MX/ENDURO BOOTS 


In top quality leather with stainless steel 
shinguard and 5 quick-release straps. 
Smooth MX or rough (cleated) Enduro 
sole in half sizes 5 thru 13 $92.00/pr. 
NOTE: As these boots run large — order 'z 
size SMALLER than dress shos. 


SHIPPING CHARGES 


must be added to all prices. 


Minimum order West of Mid- East of 
is $10.00. Rockies West Miss. 
Front tires 200 285 335 
Rear tires 2.88 4.15 4.95 
Shocks, springs 2.25 3.25 3.75 
Exhausts 36 525 675 
Boots 2.00 2.85 3.35 
Helmets/pants 1.50 1.85 225 
All others 100 130 175 


AK, HI, PR, CZ, APO/FPO customers, use 
3rd col. Freight rates to Canada, add $3 to 
amounts shown in 3rd col. All orders 
shipped fully insured. For COD orders, add 
$1.25 COD fee to freight charges. No CODs 
to APO/FPO or Canada addresses. 

Canadian and overseas catalog requests 
-— send USS2 for airmail postage. 


Phantom Rider 3001 Redhill Ave. 


8-track tape per customer or order Costa Mesa, CA 92626 


SCOTT GOGGLES —Save up to 3096 


Features unique foam venting system tor reduced 
moisture and dust penetration. Compl. w/extra 
wide head strap and protective bag. 
No. 53 clear lens, wht, blu, or ora frame $ 9.95 
No. 54 polarized lens, blue frame only . . . 13. 
No. 55 clear lens, fits over prescription glasses. 
Bloesirame:onlyt 6. «ccm caesa meat 13.95 
No. 59 New Lexan lens, red or yel frame .12.95 


SPECIAL: Save extra 10%!! Scott No. 53 
goggles/face guard combo $13.89 in any color 
combination listed above. Give 2nd color choice 


NYLON MX PANTS 


Made of strong nylon, these pants offer 
maximum protection with plastic knee 
Cups (removable) and thick padding at 
hips. Reinforced seat. In black w/yel 
Stripe, blue w/yel stripe, red w/bIk 7 
Stripe. Specify waist size: 28, 30, 32, 
34, 36 or 38. $38.65/pr. 


-Now in new color combinations: 
Red/yel; Yamaha team colors — yellow ñ 
with blk/whi stripe $43.95. 2 


P) PHANTOM RIDER e 3001 REDHILL AVE. s501 COSTA MESA, CA 92626 
Qty 


call TOLL- FREE 1-800-854-3110 


= 
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B !enclose: Add shipping charges 
ü JMo. Order 1] Cert. Check O Pers. Check (allow 3 wks. to clear) Calif 
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At one time, I had visions of becoming 
a winning enduro rider. I had dreams of 
finishing an event, and going into the 
firehouse afterwards to protest a check 
whose timing was off—because, after 
all, I knew my watch wasn't wrong. 
Oh, the glories of coming into all of 
your gas stops, and the final check, 
right in the middle of your minute! My 
ambition in life was to be an ''A" rider. 
Or at least make enough points to get 
out of the ““C” class... 

Actually, Ireached a point where I 
wasn't half bad at it. I had developed a 
natural 24 mph pace, vvas in good 
enough shape to go the distance...I 
could even write out a route sheet— 
right off the top of my head! The fact 
being, that in the middle of the 1975 
season I was serious as hell about it 
too, but I had a few problems... Well, 
here, lemme tell you about it... 

It was in early '73 when finally got 
Sick of motocross and decided to pur- 
sue a career of trail riding. I went out 
and bought a Puch 175 GS to seek my 
fortune on. Keep in mind that this was 
in the days when it was very simple to 
trick out a bike—I took out the battery, 
bought a set of heavy-duty Webco fork 
springs to replace the stock macaroni 
in the Betor forks, and then got the 
trickest shocks the market had to offer 
—orange Boge Mulhollands. What a 
sweet bike it was! 

Istarted riding around in the woods, 
and I was surprised to find out that I 
had to learn how to ride all over again. 
Having started on a motocross track, I 
didn't really know how to turn a bike 
without a berm. After a long and some- 
times painful initiation, I got to the 
point where I could ride 50 miles in a 
day, and not fall down more than once! 

Naturally, at this point I started 
thinking about competition. Isn't that 
always the way? To reach a certain 
point of ineptitude and then plunge 
right in, thinking that everyone who's 
already out there is ''just as good as you 
are,” or half-crazy anyhow, so it 
doesn't make any difference? Shoot, 
man! I can ride that mo'sickle, where's 
the clutch? Nothing else would do but 
that I get out right away and get my 
feet wet, so to speak, so that’s what I 
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Terror of the ECEA 
By Paul Clipper 


set out to do. 

I happened to have this attack of 
foolishness right at the end of a season, 
so I had plenty of time to plot and plan 
my attack on the ECEA enduro circuit. 
Now, keep in mind that I wasn’t 
entirely green, you see, I had a couple 
of friends who had DNFed a few runs 
and had no limit of horror stories to 
tell. Imean, they would come in three 
hours late at the finish, and from them, 
I gleaned all the information I needed 
to know about swamps and such, be- 
sides figuring out for myself that in 
order to make a respectable finish, I 
should devour all that the national 
press had to offer in regard to time- 
keeping. And this I did. 

As I recall, Cycle magazine had an 
issue out at the time that had a defini- 
tive article on all the human race knew 
about timekeeping. Between that and 
The Enduro Rider’s Handbook, by the 
staff of DIRT BIKE, no limit of power 
was within my grasp. I literally read 
the covers off of both books. In a short 
period of time, this acquired knowl- 
edge filled me to the bursting point. I 
couldn't enter a conversation without 
dropping in a few speed averages now 
and then, and on a romantic night out 
with a lady friend, when I started 
talking about possible check locations, 
the awful realization hit me! I had be- 
come a timekeeping junkie! 


Anyone who has been there knows 
that at this point, there's nothing 
that'll stop a true timekeeping junkie, 
short of being poked in the eye with a 
sharp stick. I just had to get out in the 
woods. There were two more months 
of winter to suffer through. I wasn't 
sure I could hold out. Luckily, it was a 
mild winter that year, and I was at least 
able to keep riding. 

Ientered my first run that spring. It 
wasn't a very difficult run, on the aver- 
age, nonetheless I managed to ''hour 
out’’ somewhere in the middle. There 
was this swamp, you see, about four 
and a half miles out, and right up to 
that point, my timekeeping was per- 
fect. It was still perfect when I emerged 
from the other end, but by that timeI 
was 45 minutes late. Forty-five 
minutes to go a tenth of a mile, and 
right in the middle, I had the thought 
that most enduro riders know by heart; 
the one enlightened epitaph that graces 
the lips of the soggy, wet, frozen and 
frustrated. Had I fully realized the sig- 
nificance of the situation, I may have 
savored the moment a little longer, but 
all I did was sit and think, “What the 
hell am I doing here?" 

It's curious. I’ve talked to a lot of en- 
duro people in my time, and they all 
have the same feeling. At first I 
thought that I was missing the essence, 
perhaps, of this wonderful form of rec- 
reation, the key to the whole reason 
why every one of us keeps coming 
back. But no, the essence was there. 
Many a time I've stood up to my knees 
in the essence, and I've never forgotten 
the experience, but that wasn’t it. 

Whatever it was that kept everyone 
coming back, well, it got hold of me. I 
used to pass it off by saying, “You can't 
buy a better trail ride for eight bucks,’’ 
and I always wound up cursing myself 
faint somewhere halfway through the 
event. 

By and by, I started finishing within 
ten minutes of my minute—more out 
of obstinance than skill. I decided that 
in order to really make a dent in the 
next season, I would need to have some 
classier machinery, for although the 
Puch was still as reliable as ever, I had 
reached the point where I could safely 


start blaming the bike for my mistakes. 
Ialso got tired of riding out the whoop- 
dies on my front wheel. ; 

So, off I went, on an absolute im- 
pulse, and bought the latest long-travel 
enduro weapon the industry had to 
offer. And it actually made a difference 
—a big difference. On the new 
machine, I started finishing hundred- 
milers with enough energy left to party 
long into the night. I think this was the 
start of my downfall. 

Let's skip over a few of the sordid de- 
tails here, and let it suffice to say that 
the next three runs or so I finished 
within tasting distance of a trophy— 
never won one, but if they trophied to 
sixth place, for instance, I came in 
seventh or eighth, and did it three 
times. Anyone who's ever been in this 
position will tell you that there’s 
nothing that will fuel a mania better, 
and I became absolutely rabid for one of 
those pieces of marble and chrome. 


Next to last run of the year. This is 
where it turns into a storybook situa- 
tion. I entered and rode with a frenzy I 
had never before experienced. If I recall 
correctly, I zeroed three checks in the 
event, and finished with a loss of only 
seven points. I waited for my riding 
partner at the truck, and together we 
went and dropped off our cards, and 
then got something to eat. I felt pretty 
good about the day, but those seven 
points were nagging me. The day just 
felt too easy for a seven to be my lucky 
number. We walked back over to check 
out the scoring. 

At the time, on the East Coast, some 
of the clubs would score as the cards 
came in—putting the class leader at the 
time up on the board for everyone to 
see. When we looked at the board, I 
was in first, with a ten-point spread be- 
tween me and second place. I spent the 
next adrenaline-filled hour and a half 
chewing off my fingernails and 
watching the returns come in, but 
when the smoke cleared, I wound up in 
fourth. They trophied to third. 

Two weeks later, I was shivering as I 
scraped the ice off the seat of my bike. 
All my friends tell me I was nearly in- 
coherent with rage for that two weeks, 
but I was grim and determined now. 
Looking back, it was frightening. I had 
decided that I would win my class, or 
freeze to death trying—it didn’t matter 
which, at this point. 

It was about 30 degrees out, and I had 
spent the night in the van, and through 
one mix-up or another, I managed to 
get off the line about three minutes 
late. I was riding like a crazy man. 
Within six miles I had caught up to my 
minute, and I was building up a 
cushion to allow me to check the bike 
out before the first possible check loca- 
tion. Smoking down a fireroad at about 
60, I came across a bridge that had been 
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Available only as a service by new car dealers 
for $100 to $200. Now do it yourself in less 
than an hour for only $29.95! The original 
GloSeal* with Polyglass! (Offered by direct 
order only, not available in any store, 16 oz. 
bottle, enough for 2-3 average-sized cars.) 


The elements vs. your once beautiful car... 
You've probably experienced it. Your trea- 
sured, shiny new automobile gradually fades 
and dulls. Oxidation sets in and the once bril- 
liant, glossy finish turns chalky and washed 
out. Even hours of waxing and buffing can't 
recapture that new car look...Until this new 
chemical science discovery... 


Never put wax on your car again...GloSeal* 
is not anything like a simple wax or polish. It 
is actually a miracle polymer glass formula- 
tion serving as a powerful sealant and a beau- 
tiful exterior finish. When applied to your 
car's finish and chrome its Electromolecular 
Action literally fuses itto the surface, locking 
in a brilliant shine for years. GloSeal* with 
Polyglass actually changes the molecular 
structure of your car's finish. It penetrates 
through the old wax and binds itself with the 
surface. 


GloSeal* with Polyglass is impenetrable, 
non-porous and virtually impervious to dam- 
aging air pollutants, car- wash detergents, salt 
air and water, hot burning sun, cold winter 
winds, grease, wax, acids contained in eggs 
and shaving cream, ultraviolet rays and even 
fire damage. It also provides a brilliant, rich 
shine to your car's finish, keeping up the 
appearance and the value of your expensive 
investment. 


Prevents oxidation from starting on new 
cars...and actually removes it from used 
models! GloSeal* is literally a Glass Shield 
that becomes part of your car's finish. Your 
new car's paint is guar- 
anteed not to oxidize... 
for up to 3 Years! Then 
GloSeal* it again for years 
more of protection. On 
used cars, GloSeal* will 
actually remove the sur- 
face oxidation, add gloss, 
and stop normal oxidation 
for 1 year before you 
need to reapply. It is 
similar to covering your 
car with an impenetrable 
coat of polyurethane. 

Enamel spray paint can't 
even get through the 
clear glass shield . . . 


GloSeal* with 


When this new profes- 

sionalautomotive product Polyglass. 
is demonstrated to car Already on 
dealers, the "spray paint thousands of 
test" is used. GloSeal* is vehicles. 
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Achievement...Prevents 


| and removes oxidation... 


Even restores original 


_ luster to used models! 
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Polymer glass sealant 


Revolutionizes car-finish protection and keeps your car š 
showroom bright for years — You'll never have to put wax on it again! 


applied to a car's hood following the instruc- 
tions. Then enamel paint is sprayed directly 
on it, along with Magic Marker and other 
solvents. Then, to the observers’ astonishment, 
all of these are wiped off the hood with a mere 
cloth. Nothing, not even dirt and dust can 
adhere to the surface! 


Important: 
Many other “polymer” car care products are 
ordinary silicone-based formulations, similar 
toa synthetic wax, as evidenced by their wax- 
like feel. GloSeal* with Polyglass isan entirely 
different product. It is far more advanced, 
glass-like, slicker. providing a better, "electro- 
molecular" adhesion. The result is a richer, 
deeper gloss than you have ever seen before, 
plus months of extra "Glass enclosed" protection! 


No rubbing, labor, or buffing equipment 
needed... GloSeal* goes on easily and quickly. 
You wipe it on, let dry, and then wipe it off. It 
takes only a few minutes — less than an hour. 
Between washes just wipe your car with a 
damp cloth to reactivate its brilliant dirt and 
dust-repelling shine. 

The incredible GloSeal* “Brilliance and 
Protection Guarantee" ... If after using it, you 
are not pleased for any reason, return the 
unused portion within 2 weeks of receipt fora 
prompt refund of the entire purchase price. 
Further, if you apply and maintain according 
to the instructions and GloSeal* does not 
protect your new car for 3 years or your used 
car (90 days old or more) for 1 year, we'll 
return your small investment on a prorated 
basis. (Note: GloSeal* is 10096 safe to use — it 
can be removed with mineral spirits). 

CALL TOLL FREE FOR INSTANT PRO- 
CESSING: 1-800-235-6945, or if busy 1- 
800-235-6951. Calif. res. please call 805-966- 
7187. Or send coupon: 


Promptly ship the following order. If not 10096 satisfied I 
can return the unused portion within 2 weeks for a quick 
refund of purchase price (less shipping cost). Check One: 


PG1 - ship 1 bottle (à $29.95 and $2.00 shipping & 

handling. 

ave $5.00 per bottle on multiple bottle purchases 

Q PGM - ship — bottles @ $24.95 ea. and $2.00 

shipping & handling ea. 

Check or Money Order enclosed (CA res. add 6% sales 

tax). 

Charge my credit card number below. 

BankAmericard/Visa O Master Charge 
(tntérbank.No, Se) 

American Express O Diners Club DJ Carte Blanche 


Credit Card No. 
Exp) Date == ee eee ee 


v 


Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 


Starshine Group. 


924 Anacapa St., Dept. GS7, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
* Trademark ‘ Starshine Inc., 1979 
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Oink! 
Dear Mr. Know It All: 
Why don't you print any articles in 
DB about women riding bikes? 
Carol Delgadillo 
Oxnard, California 


Dear Carol: 

I’m tempted to launch into a myriad 
of excuses and inane reasons why the 
distaff element of the human race 
hasn't received much ink in ole DB. 
However, my veracity and moral turpi- 
tude insist that I deliver a straightfor- 
ward, honest answer. Our beloved 
editor, Super Hunky, has always had a 
deep-rooted belief (just call him senti- 
mental) that a woman's place is in the 
back of the van. And it's kind of hard to 
make him see it any other way, Carol! 
Perhaps you and your lady friends 
could drop ‘‘Super’’ a line and let him 
know how you feel. And tell the Hunk 
that Krause sent you. 


Cheap dive 
Dear Mr. Know It All: 

With the latest issue of DIRT BIKE 
not on the stands, I forced myself to 
buy an issue of Pro Motocross (sorry, 
guys). I came across the ''Preston Petty 
No-Dive”” suspension unit while 
reading it. So what's the scoop? Does it 
work, and how, if so? Is it worthwhile 
to buy for penny-pinchers like me? 

Steve Hutmacher 
Alberta, Canada 


Don't worry, Steve, I understand. 
“Human nature, being what it is, is 
doomed to occasionally falter and com- 
mit ignominious errors. You are for- 
given! For your penance, poke yourself 
in each eye twice. 

Regarding the Preston Petty No-Dive 
suspension conversion, the following 
seems to bea consensus. The principle 
of operation has been thoroughly 
demonstrated. Under hard braking the 
reverse torque opposes the compres- 
sion forces on the forks and prevents a 
major compression of the front forks. A 
definite technique is mandatory to de- 
rive maximum benefit from this 
system of braking suspension. This 
drawback, coupled with the rather vul- 
nerable linkage components, has 
resulted in little or no demand for the 
product. And for a guy who sent his 
letter in with postage due on the en- 
velope, I hardly expect you'll be ina 
position to pop $69.95 for the kit. 


Help is on the way 
Dear Mr. Know It All: 

Ihave a problem I hope you can solve 
for me. Iown a bike called an Islo 250, 
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Mr. Know It All 


with a blown piston, a result of 
detonation. 

None of the local dealers in my area 
have heard of this make of bike, and 
they are very hesitant to replace the 
piston without the proper manuals to 
readjust the timing. In reading your 
mag, I have learned that Gary Jones 
runs a machine called the “Tones Islo.’’ 
Can you please forward his address to 
me? Also, if you could, send me in the 
direction of a possible address where I 
could obtain literature or a service 
manual for this Islo. 

Craig McDaniel 
Penacook, New Hampshire 


You really should have known, 
Craig. Next time let your fingers do 
the walking. You can contact Jones at 
the following address: Jones Moto-X 
Prod., 20868 Currier Road, Walnut, 

California 91789, (714)595-9100. 


Shake your booties 
Mr. Know It Ali: 

I have a 1977 Honda MR175 that I'd 
like to fit fork boots to. My problem is 
that nothing on the market that I've 
found vvill last, because the tires rub a 
hole through the bellows. 

Is there a brand you can recommend 
that is skinny enough to keep from 
rubbing? I’ve seen pictures of D-37 
rider Tullis with the same kind of bike 


and he has boots on his bike. I've tried 
Hi-Point, IT175 (given to me) and 
Rocky's 一 all rubbed through. 

Jack Tieben 

Henderson, Nevada 


Dear Henderson: 

Isympathize with your plight. “Hole 
through the bellows’’ can be almost as 
embarrassing as ‘‘ring around the 
collar.’’ Hustle on down to your friend- 
ly Honda dealer and pick up a set of 
fork boots for a new 1979 XR185. Your 
trivial problem is now solved. 


Sabotage! 
Dear Mr. Know It All: 

Iown a 1975 Suzuki TM100M which 
won't start. I just put in a new 
Champion N3G, a .080 Wiseco piston 
with a single Wiseco L-ring, new carb 
joint, new head and base gaskets and a ` 
new set of lower end gaskets, including 
the left main bearing oil seal. 

After I put the engine back together 
and carefully checked everything, the 
engine ran good for about two hours, 
total, then I shut it off. When I tried to 
restart it, nothing happened, not even a 
pop. 

Itook the bike home and I found that 
Iwas getting a good spark and the fuel 
was flowing to the carb. I cleaned the 
carb, still nothing. The compression 
felt a little weak, so I took off the head, 
and the piston and ring were in good 
shape, soI carefully retorqued every- 
thing down. When the engine still re- 
fused to start, I tried advancing and re- 
tarding the spark and using many dif- 
ferent carb settings. It still doesn't 
start. What should I do? 

David Costa 
Stratford, New Jersey 


Sabotage, David, sabotage!!! If an en- 
gine is getting spark on time, it will 
start, even for an instant, with no more 
than dumping a thimble full of fuel 
into the spark plug hole. I suspect 
skullduggery. Drain and flush your fuel 
tank and put in a fresh mixture of 
pre-mix. Something suggests that the 
mixture you presently have is incom- 
bustible. I propose that you prepare a 
list of people who would delight in 
your frustration and make sure they 
stay away from your bike. You really 
should have known, David. 


If you would like to ask a reasonably intelligent 
question of Mister Know It All, take pen in hand 
and address it thusly: 


MISTER KNOW IT ALL 
c/ o DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
16200 VENTURA BLVD. 
ENCINO, CA. 91436 


i-Q SALE! SALE! SALE! 
PRODUCTS, INC 10% Off Everything! 


Y PLAIN NYLON M/X JERSEY - No Team Name 


Š Qe With or Without Your 


Custom Lettering 


SHORT SLEEVE 
$5.99 each -$8.99 each 


No Lettering Personalized 
No 90 White No. 90P 
No 91 Black No 91P 
No 92 Red No. 92P 
No 93 Green No 93P 


loy m —— FACE GUARD $6.99 
Protects face in all off-road 
CHEST PROTECTOR $9.99 riding. Fits to any helmet 
In bright team colors. One size fits all in seconds. White. No. 119 
51 Yam 52 Hon 53 Suz 54 Kaw 


61 Hod 62 Husq 63 Bul 64 Can-Am 


P he i > EN 
Vented Top-quality Hi-0-made ventilated No 34 Gold No 94P 
HEX GRIPS. $2.99 pr. DUCKBILL nylon jersey. Choice of 5 colors, LONG SLEEVE 
Stylish, com- $2 99 h long or short sleeves. No team 
fortable. Fit 0 .J9 eac markings. Choose plain (no letter. $7.99 each — $1I.99 each 
all bikes. Fits all helmets ing); or PERSONALIZED with 1 or No Lettering Personalized 
No. 38 Clear No 48 Black 2 lines, up to 10 letters each line No 15 White No 15P 
No. 39 Yellow No 49 Yellow 1 or 2 giant numerals. ‘Use No 16 Black No 16P 
No. 40 Black No. 50 White F special lines in coupon. No 17 Red No 17P 
NO C00s on PERSONALZED JERSEYS No 18 Green No 18P 
5 "$2 49 4 "Aj" MOUTH GUARD Adut SMİSL Chid 68 10:12, 1416 No 19 Gold No 19P 
With mount- 24 4—NC53 $4.49 . fis quickly 7 
ing hardware. Ses ds. š to any helmet. Excellent 
No. 109 protection. No. 115 r er 0 ree 


TEAM SOCKS $2.99 pr. 
2 pr. $5.49 - 4 pr. $9.99 
Heavy protective cotton socks Cycle name and ` 
trim bands in vivid team colors. One size fits all 
31 Yam 32 Hon 33 Suz 34 Kaw 


Quick Release 


1-800-633-7564 


THROTTLE SET $4.99 w/x SOCKS EEUU = m 
Super-fast $4.99 pr. 77 E SUZUK, 5 HE 0 
action. Extra- dn Š X i 2 

x / A 


2 pr./$9.49 
large nylon head 
Dummy grip in- Penn, socks, Í 
cluded. Fits all nae quailty : 
buon Eis Bopp TEAM JERSEY — LONG SLEEVES $8.99 


KIDNEY Chemically — 665) 1007 Ventilated Nylon in Brilliant Team Colors 
treated to Top-quality ventilated 100% nylon Jersey made by our own craftsmen. 

SUPPORT BELT prevent. No. 116 Gold Cycle name on chest and sleeves. Practical and stylish jersey 

$9.99 each foot odor. No. 117 Red Sizes Adult S-M-L-XL Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 ] 

Strong black elastic One size No. 118 Green No. 11 Yamaha No. 12 Honda No. 13 Suzuki No. 14 Kawasaki 


z Ae E eg PERSONALIZED TEAM JERSEY 
RUGGED VINYL AND LEATHER M/X GLOVES Ventilated 100% Nylon 


Long or Short Sleeves 


Your name or other message across the back 
of colorful nylon team jersey. One or 2 lines 
of lettering, up to 10 letters each line. Giant 
numeral (your choice) 0 to 99. We manufac- 
ture these popular jerseys out of the finest 
materials for long wear, comfort, and super- 


(e: d | i ç z 
No. 36 $9.99 No. 132 $8.99 no. 37 $8.99 styling. Further description above and 
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Adjustable. Tough Extruded rubber Long-wearing smooth below. Use special lines in coupon. Long Sleeve $12.99 
black vinyl, heavily knuckle and thumb brown cowhide. Sizes Adult S-M-L-XL NO 11P Yam 13P Suz 
padded. S-M-L-XL protection. S-M-L-XL S-M-L-XL Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 CODs 12P Hon 14P Kaw 


Short Sleeve $10.99 
76P Yam 78P Suz 
77P Hon 79P Kaw 

Team Jersey $6.99 
= Bright Team Colors, 
Short Sleeves - our own 
great ventilated nylon short 


sleeve team jersey, with cycle 
` action design on chest. 


Çağ) Hi-Q M/X BOOTS $59.99 pr. 


br Black top-grain cowhide boots with vivid red 
and blue stripes up back. Smooth vibram 

M/X sole. Double-thick toes. Heavily 

padded ankles. Height 16". Sizes 7-7'2-8- 

BY%-9-9¥2-10-10%2-11-11%2-12 

No. 9 Hi-Q M/X Boots 


dd 
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MULTIPLE WRENCH 
Fits 38” to 13/16" $6.99 


TEAM TOOL BAG $4.99 (8mm to 20mm) No.131 No. 77 Hon No. 79 Kaw 


Tough simulated leather Team design Sizes: Adult S-M-L-XL Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 
lubricating. Fits all handlebars. No. 46 21 


Inner loop for safe mounting. 5” x 7^" Unbreakable DOGLEG 
Vessel IMPACT DRIVER $9.99 


No. 76 Yam No. 78 Suz 


High-impact yellow plastic Self 


sü 


No. 65 Yan CRD À LEVER ASSEMBLY $9.99 pr. 
rama 


TEAM CAP $4.49 With 4 bits. Heavy 
Heavy twill, brilliant n => piste 7 
+ ay A . One size fits all = B B 
( YAMAHA. SUZUKI olors 


21 Yam 23 Suz Fe “L T T PT I 1 1011 1] I TIT TT PT P P T] P PP 
L 


PERSONALIZED TEAM MOTOCROSS NYLONS 
Great Value! $44.99 


What a deal! Beautiful Hi-Q fully padded 
nylon pants with your team name down both 
legs, and your own name or other message 
(10 letters limit) across the back. We make 
these fine pants of glossy nylon to resist 
tears, snags and weather. Scotchgard finish, 
machine washable. Heavy-duty zippers. Two 
brilliant color combinations — SPECIFY. 
Racing BLUE with Red trim or GOLD with 
Black trim. No COD's. Use space in coupon 
to give message you want across back. 

Sizes: Child 24-26 

Adult 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 


guum 


101P Yamaha 102P Honda 
103P Suzuki 104P Kawasaki 
105P Hodaka 1065P Husqvarna 
107P Bultaco 108P Can-Am 


NYLON M/X PANTS : € 3: 
Personalized or with 


i x [> 
2 - lue. bo 
Team Name, or Plain 5 ` B 
Heavy nylon pants as š 2 5 


destribed above, available Hacıng BLUE with Red trim or GOLD 
plain or with your choice of with Black tim. SPECIFY COLOR 


lett back 
HESSEN No” 100 Plain | No 100 P (No CODs) 
Adult 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 | $29.99 pr. ec $34.99 
Nylon M/X Team Pants - $31.99 “Meri Coupon. 
101 Yamaha 103 Suzuki 105 Hodaka 107 Bultaco 
102 Honda 104 Kawasaki 106 Husqvarna [ 


M/X TEAM PANTS 
Heavy 14-02. Denim 


ton $19.99 


Cycle name in bold black 
letters down both sides of 
these top-quality denims. 
Striping in team colors. We 
make these stylish, highly 
Protective pants with 
removable hip and knee pads. 
Knee pockets will accomodate [Ú 
cups. (No. 75 pants have no 
cycle name.) 
Sizes: Child 24-26 << 
Adult 28-30-32 71 Yam 72 Hon 73 Suz 74 
34-36-38-40 86 Husqvarna 87 Bultaco 88 Can-Am 


No. 75 Red, White & Blue, No Team Name $18.99 
es 1 am 


PERSONALIZED 14-oz. DENIM 
M/X PANTS $24.99 


Our top-quality 14-02. blue denims, 
described above. PERSONALIZED FOR YOU 
with your name or other message Up to 10 
letters each side. 3 colorful trim styles Use 
special lines in coupon. No CODs 
No. 56P Gold and Black Trim 
No. 57P Red and White Trim 
No: 58P Green and White Trim 
Sizes: Child 24-26 

Adult 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 


CHAIN BRACELET $3.49 
Heavy chrome finish. 
€ = » No. 70 Boy's 
d No. 80 Adult 
M/X RACING TANK COVER $8.99 
Team Design or Plain = 
3 c er S. Sözü 


Snug-fitting snap on cover of 
TEAM 


heavy duty simulated leather 
prevents scratches, scrapes and 
nicks. In bright team colors, team 
design lettering. Fits all tanks. 
No. 26 Yam No. 28 Suz 

No. 27 Hon No. 29 Kaw 
No. 30 Solid Black, No Name 


S: 277 Hij- P. 0. Box 455-D8 İQUANİ NO. | DESCRIPTION 
CROSSBAR PAD Team Colors Here for | Abbeville, Alabama 36310 | 
” SPECIFY SIZE DENIM PRODUCTS.INC. Toll-Free 1-800-633-7564 i 
8” - $2.49 41 Yam 42 Hon or NYLON 
” "qq 43 Suz 44 Kaw PANTS SALE! DEDUCT 10% 
10” - $2.99 45 Plain Black B a from all prices shown in this ad. B 
B * 5-DAY DELIVERY GUARANTEED or your money back if you B 
pay by Cash, M.Ü. or Credit Card. Checks take 2 weeks to h . TOTAL OF PIECES as shown in Ad: A 
RACING GOGGLES $6.99 Pr- Guaranteed $4.99 clear our bank. Allow extra week for personalized items. Free New ag it 
2 pair $12.99 Unbreakable, ven. Unbreakable 5 * Order $30 or more and WE SHIP FREE! Catalog! 10% OF ABOVE: B | 
SDP, — tilated, adjustable RACING FENDER B r— Print Lettering Here for PERSONALIZED JERSEY B 
^ “Se 3 interchangeable 4” wide. Colors: Red, White, 10 letters Numeral ADJUSTED SALE COST (A less B) 
TO lenses: clear, Black, Silver, Yellow. No. 98 B : maximum Orders under $30, add $1 shipping B 
s: amber and green ©1979 ach line COD Orders, add $3 shipping 
= fi oyer glasses ra dE Inc. B Een 6 TOTAL B 
5 o. eville, ash Enclose 
Alabama 36310 B hate O Ship COD; İ enclose $3 deposit. Exp Date B 


DM 0. D MasterCharge 
O Check O VISA (BankAmericard) —— f 


handlebars without removing grips. No.35 City - State 


Card 
Zip No. 


Guaranteed Unbreakable B 
PI LEVER ASSEMBLY $8.99 Address 
Brake and clutch levers mount to any L 


ELECTROSNELL/75 


New, and long-awaited, from Electro are 
their Snell-approved Electro 1 Pro Series 2 
open-faced ` helmets. Everyone is familiar 
with the mirror-like Electro finish that is so 
popular at the races, and now this helmet is 
available with the best protection possible. 
Don't ask us what Snell means, but the way 
“everyone is scrambling for that approval— 
well, it must be good. If it means better 
protection and safety, we're all for it. Sug- 
gested retail is $77.95 in solid colors white, 
yellow and red, $89.95 in banded custom 
colors— yellow with.black, blue or red band, 
or red, white.and blue. The new helmet is 
available in sizes 6-7/8 to 7-5/8, at better 
dealers-everywhere, or for more info write: 
Electro Helmets, 7116 Laurel Canyon Blvd., 
North Hollywood, California 91605. 


BEL-RAY WATERPROOF GREASE 


One of the best ways to reduce mainte- 
nance on your wheel bearings is to use a 
good, waterproof grease. Normal greases 
can break down from exposure to heat and 
water, and turn into a heck of a mess in very 
short order. Bel-Ray knows this, and is 
ready and able to help, with their waterproof 
grease in a new plastic tub. Look for this 
new tub at your dealer’s, and reduce your 
chances of DNFing to.a minimum. 
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New Products 


NEW SIMPSON SUPER X-1 


The latest from Simpson Sports is now at 
your dealer: Super X-1, a helmet designed 
for the unique demands of motocross and 
off-road competition. A concept incorporat- 
ing nose, mouth and chin protection, built- 
in, not added on. The Simpson “wide win- 
dow” accepts all standard goggles and in- 
creases peripheral vision. Exclusive "'clavical 
collar" reduces the chance of collarbone 
contact and makes for a comfortable fit. 
Slotted chin guard means easy breathing. 
Cheek pads help to hold the helmet in place 
during rough going. High-mount, five-snap 
Hallman-type visor. Black or yellow epoxy 
finish. Five-layer, hand-laid-up shell Snell 75 
and DOT approved. The Simpson Super X-1 
is a good investment in both comfort and 
safety. Suggested retail: $99.31. Send 50 
cents for catalogs to: Simpson Sports, 
22630-1 . Normandie, Torrance, California 
90502; (213)325-3575. 


EASY TIE-DOWNS FOR PICKUPS 


These new tie-down devices from Garfield 
Research and Development can be installed 
without drilling -holes or welding. They are 
designed to slip right into the sidewall holes 
on full-sized pickups (imports don't have the 
holes), and clamp securely in place with no 
other attachments. They are just as easily 
removed with a quick squeeze. They are 
made from spring steel and should last a 
long time. Each tie-down comes complete 
with a 5/ 16 Quick Link, to aid in tying down 
loads, but are not necessary if using regular 
motorcycle tie-downs. Suggested retail is 
$16.50 a pair from: Garfield Research and 
Development, P.O. Box 3564, Spartanburg, 
South Carolina 29304. 


POWER JET FOR TWO-STROKES 


The new Lectron “Power Jet" carb has 
been specially designed for two-stroke appli- 
cations. The "Power Jet” system acts as a 
fuel demand system during lean conditions 
on two-strokes. ; 

The Lectron “Power Jet” is now available 
in 30, 32, 34, 36, 38 and 40mm sizes and is 


being .used by many top riders like Dale . 


Singleton, Mike Kidd and Jack Penton. 

Lectron "Power Jet’’ carbs are available 
from your local Hi-Point Racing Products 
dealer. 


:DG 520 CHAIN KITS 


If that. 125 of yours is forever breaking 
chains, maybe you should consider a 520 
chain kit, such as the ones that are offered 
by DG Performance. They have a complete 
line of kits, in various sprocket sizes, for all 
popular Suzuki, Yamaha and Honda 125cc 
motocrossers. They also carry the inexpen- 
sive yet durable Tsubaki quad-staked chain, 
race-proven in many types of competition. 
All DG products are available from finer 
parts and accessory stores or: DG Perfor- 
mance Specialties, 1170 Van Horne, Ana- 
heim, California 92806. 


FROM THE SADDLE ` 
(Continued from page 4} 

but my kid strangled the bird just the 
other day and I was forced to use an al- 
ternate source.”” 

“What exactly did you use, 
Johnson?’ 

“Well, I followed this cow around in 
a field for the longest time and...”” 

““Teeeeezl Johnson, you nit! Do you 
have any idea how big a lizard would 
have to be to leave something like that 
on the ground?”” 

“I figured it might scare the bikers, 
ya knovv. Like Bigfoot, or something.”” 
‘Johnson, you've left us in quite a 
fix. Anybody got any ideas? Yes, 

Parker?” 

““Chief, we might be able to turn this 
into an asset, rather than a loss. My 
idea is this. We go up into the woods 
vvith a bike and a section of a tail from 
aregularlizard. Then vve spin the tire 
on the ground real good, leaving a deep 
mark. In that mark, we drop the tail of 
the lizard and notify the Forest Service. 
To play it safe, vve call one of the 
Department Heads that we have in the. 
palm of our hand, somebody like Zane, 
maybe. 

"Next, we get real mad and scream 
and yell a lot. Send out a bunch of press 
releases to the media about hovv the 
bikers killed one of the few remaining 
Blunt-nosed leopard lizards left and the 
few survivors are in mourning deep in 
the earth... and that's why they can't 
be found. We have plenty of 'experts' 
who will back us up at the drop of a 
hat. And, after all, who's going to chal- 
lenge an ‘expert’? Right?" 

“Great idea, Parker. That should 
turn a problem into a victory. Now, 
let's get on to new business. How 
about a report on the enemy, 
Anderson?”’ 


“了 Bad news here, Chief. It seems like 
that Phantom Duck group is gaining 
strength. We still haven't been able to 
get the BLM to crush them yet in 
Federal Court, and we've had our boys 
trying everything! If we don't stop 
them soon, we're liable to have the 
largest illegal trail ride in the history of 
mankind come this Thanksgiving 
weekend. They want that Barstow to 
Vegas ride back and won't seem to 
settle for anything less.” 

“Why don't we just give them their 
stupid ride and get them out of our 
hair? Maybe they'll go away.”’ 

"It's not as simple as that, Chief. 
From the rumors we're getting, this 
Duck fellow is going after us, too.” 

“What!!! After the Sierra Club! 
Absurd! Why, we've been untouchable 
for decades now. We make the rules! 
Don't they understand that?'' 

‘Sure, Chief, we know that, but 
they're still making waves. We've 
simply got to destroy them. Perhaps if 
we could bug their meetings and get a 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Send 50: for each sticker above or $6 for all 15. 
Get our new "79 catalog of over 900 stickers 
plus 5 free samples (our choice) for only $2. 
Send your money and list of what you want to: 


STICK-EM UP 


1814 Catalina Court, Dept. DB2 
Livermore, CA 94550 


Start an exciting CANT ALA. . 
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC 


AMS “THE cALIFORNA sctioot or 
AİVİƏ THE PROFESSIONALS” 


Jm MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS, INC. 
GO WITH THE WINNERS ! 


If you’re serious about becoming a top-notch 
motorcycle mechanic you'll want the best possible 
training available. You can’t afford second best 
. and neither can we. If you think you have what it 


takes to become a grogessional 
Call Toll Free 1-800-423-4678 


Calif. Residents Call Collect (213) 944-0123 
Approved for Veterans Training 
RESIDENCE SCHOOL HOME STUDY 
AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS 
10025 Shoemaker Ave. e Santa Fe Spgs, Ca 90670 


Street City State 


Zeronine 


4colors plus blue. 
fill out this coupon for 
PLATE size and HELMET size 
numbers as shown. 
BLACK and RED numbers 
have white edges, 


have black edges. 
PLUS BLUE numbers, 
for helmets white edges 


» 
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ou 
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CA 
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MONTESA 
BULTACO 


HODAKA 
CAN-AM 
ROKON 


MAICO |U.P-S-PARTSDAILY 


C-Z 

364 S. ARLINGTON ST. 
PENTON/KTM AKRON, OHIO 44306 
5 PHONE (216) 253-7455 


SRT ME 


BIG 4, INC. 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-541-2677 
IN WASHINGTON STATE CALL 
1-800-572-5690 


HUNTINGTON'S 
DISEASE 
| 


NATIONAL 
HUNTINGTON'S DISEASE 
ASSOCIATION 


Suite 501, 1441 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10018 
212-966-4320 


x 


RIDE MORE THAN 40 MILES ON YOUR DIRT'BIKE? YOU NEED THE 

SKINNY-FAT DISTANCE TANK! THE SAME TANKS USED BY BAJA 

500-1000 WINNERS, FACTORY TEAMS AND OTHER PRO RIDERS. 

6 MODELS FIT MOST DIRT 

BIKES. SEND 50c FOR INFO; DON VESCO PRODUCTS, INC. 
; 7565 NÜ ENUE 


RTH AVENU 
LEMON GROVE. CA 92045 
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Fellow crooks 
Dirt Bikers, 

I just finished reading Paul Clipper's 
article entitled ‘‘Sneaky Eyes and 
Shifty Feet’’ in the May '79 issue. He 
forgot to add a potential motorcycle 
seller’s favorite weapon, engine de- 
greaser. I raced a Penton 125 myself, 
and when it was time to sell, it looked 
like WW III. But, thanks to degreaser 
and the luck of finding a fish (i.e. 
turkey), I got top dollar, too. I laughed 
all the way to the bank. 

Keith Sizoo 
Chico, California 


Happy Honda rider 

In your April issue of DIRT BIKE you 
tested the Honda XR185, and said it 
was a great bike box-stock. Well, 
before articles were put on paper, I was 
riding my new Honda. A friend of mine 
owns a'78IT175 and I also own a '78 
RM125. We both race at local and a few 
distance races. We consider ourselves 
as a little above average riders because 
of our races under our belts. 

Anyway, we live in north Alabama, 
I'm sure you've heard of Alabama 
somewhere? Most of our riding has 
been in the foothills of the Appalachian 
Mountains, it's mostly enduro-type 
stuff. The XR stock is a super motor- 
cycle. I could stay right with my friend 
under any condition and pull him on 
some steep hills. But this wasn't good 
enough, so with money in hand I set 
out to solve this problem. Now I've 
added a hop-up kit, air caps, roller for 
chain tensioner and rejetted the carb. 
Now I have an honest to God, fire- 
breathing, stump-jumping, hillclimb- 
ing thumper. Stock, theIT would pull 
two to three lengths in a drag race. But 
now if my friend dozes for a milli- 
second, I can cruise by and stay a half- 
length in front. Just let me say this, 
after it was modified, the first time we 
rode together in the woods, my friend 
thought something was wrong with his 
motor. But not this time, Jack, or any 
other time. We have plans to enter an 
enduro this weekend and I am betting 
on my thumper to carry me to the 
trophy circle with ease. 

Happy trails, 
Tony Ridgeway 
Mobile, Alabama 


Young duck backer 
Dear Sirs, 

Ihave read your magazine since it 
first came out and have really enjoyed 
your articles on the Phantom Duck of 
the Desert. I can see we are in big 
trouble, but I never thought the BLM 
would take away the land that my 


Riders Wrile 


friends ride on. About a week ago the 
BLM fenced off our area, which con- 
sists of a track that is no longer in use 
and has a lot of fun trails. The BLM 
claims that the noise is damaging to 
the animals. I know there is not a 
damn animal around here for at least 
ten miles in any direction. You may 
not think that we younger dirt bikers 
are interested in this kind of stuff, but 
we are!! 

Dan Penasa 

Montrose, Colorado 


P.S. I am requesting you print this 
letter because I want all of the young 
bikers to know that we have an opinion 
also. 


Suzuki hub cures 
Dear DB, 

I just read Super Hunky’s April 
article and thought it was great. That 
story is the best that has ever come out 
of a DB magazine, or any other motor- 
cycle magazine. Another thing I read 
was about Frank Salter having trouble 
with '77 RM125B sprocket bolts. Well, 
I have the solution, because J have the 
same bike and had the same problem. 

You just take all the sprocket bolts 
out and find a drill bit that is about the 
same size as the hole. Lay the wheel on 
the ground and fill each hole up with 
oil to reduce friction. Then just put the 
drill in the hole and drill it all the way 
through (till it comes through that part 
of the hub). Go out and buy some 
hardened bolts about the same size as 
the hole and that will be long enough 
to fit all the way through. Get some 
lock washers and some lock nuts and 
put the lock washers at the bolt’s head 
where it will be against the sprocket. 
The lock nuts will be tightened on the 
other end against the hub. I’ve done 
this and have raced a whole season 
without one bolt loosening up or 
breaking. 

MX Freak 
Chris Denman 


Cold hands—warm heart 
I just wanted to send my ''Buck for the 
Duck'' and tell you that your magazine 
is great! I live in Lake Havasu, Arizona, 
40 miles in the middle of nowhere, in 
the desert. I ride my dirt bike every 
day, and would die if someone came up 
to me and said I could not ride there 
anymore. I mean, here I live 40 miles 
from any town,.and after the biggest 
TNT explosion in Arizona (that’s right, 
TNT explosion, the Army set off an ex- 
plosion that shook the land for some 
dumb test!), and yet still have someone 
tell meIam destroying the desert! If 
(Continued on page 66) 


FROM THE SADDLE 
[Continued from page 13) 


hint of their plans, we could stop 
them.” 

“Well, we could do that, but it 
would be wrong, however... (Note: At 
this point, there was an unexplained 
18-minute gap in the tape]... and I say 
that we ought to put our friends in the 
Internal Revenue Service on their tail. 
That would slow them down, eh 
vvhat?”” 

“Chief, maybe if we could break into 
the Duck headquarters and bug the 
place, it just might work. They meet a 
lot at the famed and well-lit DIRT BIKE 
offices in glamorous downtown 
Encino. With all the phones in there, 
we could pull it off...” 

' You know, if we try to pull some- 
thing like this off, vve have to be 
damned careful about security. Has 
anyone bothered to check this room 
out?” 

There vvas a murmuring and general 
shuffling sound at this point, then a 
sharp shout rang out: ''Hey! This air 
conditioning vent panel is loose... 
and there are footprints in the dust. 
VVebbed prints! And what's this? A 
card?'' 


“Well, quick... what's it say?" 


(Long, dramatic pause.) 
“It says: 'Quack, quack, don't look 
back." O 
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Use the grips that perform! 
Reduce vibration * minimize 
blisters ° increase grip with 
textured surface * absorb 
shock ° improve endurance ° ` 
; make your ride a treat rather : 
than punishment. GRAB ONS 
don't just sit there... They 
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AT BETTER DEALERS EVERYWHERE 
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e ESPRIT. E 


| HE | iË i 

| 1 Professional ‘Racing Boot | | 

WATERPROOF “CUFF  PODELE PADDING ON me | 
| FOR SUPER PROTECTION | 


SPEED LACES FOR 
UNIFORM LOWER | 
“LEG PURPORT 


ANKLE PADDING 7 zə rı 

| | ! FIBERGLASS 
I REINFORCED | 
/ —IMEANZ HEEL 


MOLDED SOLE 
WON'T SPLIT. 


SPEED BUCKLES FOR 
EASY ON-OFF | 
| STEEL SHANK INSTEP FOR GREATER SUPFGRT. 
All lEsprit boots are covered by a limited Warranty: 
— Ask your-motorcycle dealer for Esprit boots. 


ESPRIT 


BEAUTIFUL SILVER HAND-ENGRAVED BUCKLE WITH 
BRONZE OVERLAID DIRT RIDER. FITS 11/2” BELT. 


Be the first to own this 
EXCLUSIVE design. 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 


P.O. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 


Please send. buckle(s). | have enclosed 
$16.95 plus $1.00 postage & handling for each 
buckle ordered. Canadian orders add an 
additional $1.00, other foreign add $2.00. 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 
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Bits and Pieces 


At a theater near you! The chilling 
story of the tires that ate Palmdale! 
Will nothing stop this dreaded night- 
mare? The squealing in the streets? 
Here, a luckless pedestrian is devoured 
in full view of our cameras. (Hannah 
started using Pirelli tires for the '79 
season.) 


(els Elio 


OPEN LETTER FROM MAICO TO 
THEAMA 


Mr. Mike DiPrete 

c/o American Motorcyclist 
Association 

Box 141 

Westerville, Ohio 43081 


Dear Mike: 


You admitted in a recent Cycle News 
interview that you were all but black- 
mailed by a joined effort of Japanese 
manufacturers to temporarily suspend 
the AMA claiming rule. 

Maico USA and their riders protest 
the way and circumstances in which 
this decision was made. Rules are made 
for all and shared by all. 

Maico has more entries at the up- 
coming Atlanta 500cc Motocross 
National than any Japanese manu- 
facturers (27 Maicos, 3 Hondas, 2 
Kawasakis, 20 Yamahas, 10 Suzukis). 
Maico riders help to stage the show, 
therefore Maico representatives de- 
serve to be heard before decisions of 
similar gravity are made. 

In the name of many Maico riders we 
express the sincere hope that you don’t 
succumb to blackmail in the future, 
because we are afraid that the Big Four 
will threaten you the next time that 
they won't race unless their riders can 
start 60 seconds before the crowd, so 
that their precious works bikes avoid 
possible damage in a pile-up at the first 
corner. 

Maico West, 
Eckart Schorn 
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We got a press release today from 
Harley-Davidson, telling about a lady 
who plans to circumnavigate the 
U.S.A. on a Harley touring bike. Her 
name is Hazel Kolb, she's a 53-year- 
old grandmother of ten, and she plans 
to cross 34 states in 80 days. All we 
want to say is, good luck, Hazel, and 
next time take a dirt bike. 


[sJ S Es E B 


After three events, Brad Lackey is 
leading in the 500cc International 
Motocross Grand Prix series. At the 
time of this writing, Lackey's closest 
competitor is Graham Noyce. The 
Carlsbad GP hasn't happened yet, but 
you can be sure that we're going to be 
there, foaming at the mouth, trackside. 


Spe [=]: un] 

ND, the spark plug company, has 
announced that they will be sponsoring 
a seven-race flat-track series in co- 
operation with the Illinois Motorcycle 
Dealers Association. Called the ND 
Challenge Cup Series, there will be 
over 15 grand in prize money and a 
points fund, with top riders in each 


class winning cash and prizes donated 
by ND. Just thought we'd give them a 
plug (ouch). - 
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The 54th running of the ISDT will 
debut a number of rule changes, most 
notably the reduction of marked parts 
on a competing motorcycle to a total of 
five: front and rear wheel hubs, gearbox 
““casing,”” frame and number plate. 
That's all. A marked part means that it 
cannot be replaced during the event. So 
this means that rim damage, broken 
fuel tank, or piston damage, just to 
name a few, can be repaired during the 
event—legally. These measures 
haven't been made to make the ISDT 
any easier, but (quoting from the re- 
port), “concern the rules which occa- 
sionally confronted the sporting per- 
formance of the competitors.'' Think 
that one over. Also, to make the com- ` 
petition more difficult, the distance 
between time controls has been re- 
duced to a maximum of 20 kilometers 
(12 miles). One way or the other, it 
looks like the ISDT is going to be more 
exciting this year than ever before. 


Russ Darnell 
Motocross Schools 
Schedule 1979 


July 2-6—Hill & Gully, Seattle, Washington 
July 2-6—Roaring Branch, Pennsylvania 

July 7-8—Roaring Branch, Pennsylvania 

July 9-13—Medford, Oregon 

July 16-20—Dixon, California 

July 16-20— Cocoa, Florida 

July 23-27 —Atlanta, Georgia 

July 23-24—Saddleback, Orange, California 
July 26-27 —Indian Dunes, Valencia, California 
July 30-31—DeAnza, Sunnymeade, California 
July 30-Aug 3—Midland, Michigan 


Aug 3-4—Bend, Oregon 

Aug 6-10—Indian Dunes, Valencia, California 
Aug 6-10—Hidden Hills, Monitowac, Wisconsin 
Aug 13-17—Saddleback Park, Orange, California 
Aug 13-17—Honda Hills, Columbus, Ohio 

Aug 20-24—DeAnza, Sunnymeade, California 
Aug 20-24—Rio Bravo, Houston, Texas 

Aug 27-31—Star Track, El Paso, Texas 


Sept 1-2—Dixon, California 
Sept 3-7—Indian Dunes, Valencia, California 


Russ Darnell is alive and well, and two-day, $125 for a five; classes are 


maybe coming to your town. The re- 
mainder of this season’s schedule will 
tell you for sure. His schedule includes 
two- and five-day schools, with inten- 
sive training on the bike and body, all 
done on the track. Prices are $40 fora 


limited in size and a deposit is re- 
quired. For more info and reservations, 
call (213) 767-1854 or (213) 367-1722, 
or write to Russ Darnell MX Schools, 
9225 Telfair Ave., Sun Valley, Cali- 
fornia 91352. Good luck! 
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LAST OVER 

[Continued from page 9) 

made out of railroad ties, and had a 12- 
inch step on the leading edge. . . but I 
didn’t know this, not right away. I was 
busy trying to un-fog my goggles, and 
by the time I noticed this potential 
disaster I had about 30 feet between me 
and severe pain, so I did the natural 
thing. I popped a wheelie. 

My front wheel never hit the bridge. 
I never hit the bridge. We both landed 
about 20 feet past it, and slid a good 
long way into the woods. Is that the 
end of it? Is this where I tell you about 
the next six months in traction? 

Nah. It was the beginning of the end, 
an omen, if you will, but I didn’t have 
the sense to pack it in. I wasn’t hurt, 
but it took a few minutes to straighten 
the bike out, and then I thrashed my 
way up to my number again. Riding on 
adrenaline and trophy fever—a bad 
combination of chemicals, folks. I 
wasn't paying attention to anything 
but my vision of the last check, and a 
good enough score to place, whenI 
passed a rider at the 60-mile mark and 
managed to break every bone in my left 
foot. 

I'm still amazed at how one little 
stump can change a person's entire 
attitude. Ever since then I've been a 
hard-core trail rider, and I don't think 
about trophies hardly at all. But some- 
day; E 


Learn Motorcycle Repair 
X TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 


Motorcycle | Mechanic 


If you like to ride a yala 
for fun... learn how to fix 
it for profit! Can you imagine 
a better way to earn your 
living, whether you choose 
to work in a cycle shop for 
someone else or decide to 
$ start your own cycle repair 
£ business? Now, thanks to 
North American, there’s a 
fast, easy way to get training 
at home in your spare time. 
No need to quit school or your 
job. Experts show you step-by-step 
everything from minor tune-ups 
to major overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
.. AND SO IS FIXING THEM! 


There are more than 5 million cycles regis- 
tered in the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 
million more dirt bikes. And they all need 
maintenance. Opportunities vary in different 
areas, and we cannot promise you a Job. So 
check out the Job opportunities in your own 
neighborhood, 


INCLUDED TO START YOU FAST! SPECIAL 
CYCLE TOOLS & TEST INSTRUMENTS 


Erofessional tools əyə your North Arnerican 
how” hel; become a skilled 


FANOW ah ow We Peach you how to use 
wrenches, sockets, impact screwdrivers, 
timing lights, electrical test instruments, 
compression gauges, vacuum gauges, 
degree wheels, soldering irons, ignition 
wrench sets, dial indicators and much, 
much more! We even include a set of spe- 
cial cycle tools and instruments to get you 
started fast! Find out all about it now. Send 
REER INFORMATION. No cost, 

now or ever! Rush coupon 


L-————-rL------2-2----2-----4 
Careers by Home Study 


NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 
4500 Campus Drive, Dept..EFo79 Newport Beach, CA 92663 


L| 
i 
ı 
g Rush free color brochure and full information on how I can 
' 
' 
' 


learn motorcycle repair for only a few dollars a month. 
NAME AGE 
ADDRESS 


NO- 
OIL 


Golden Spectro Synthetic Blend 
Two Stroke Oil helps you and 
your motorcycle over the low- 
octane-fuel crisis . . . the how- 
much-oil-in-the-gas Crisis... 
and the what-do-!-do-with-the- 
oil-I-didn't-use crisis. 


Our 12 oz. bottle is new. Sois 
the formula inside. We are using 
more of the ingredients that 
protect your motor’s moving 


parts. Thatlets you use less oil 

. gives you more power. 
Golden Spectro is soflexible 
you can mix itanywhere from 
40:1 to64:1. One 12 oz. bottle in 
five gallons of gas yields a ratio 
of 50:1. We'reincludingan 
additive that helps retard 
detonation because it doesn't 
detractfrom the natural octane 
ofthe gas and even has a higher 
octane than racing gas. Our 
screw-top bottle lets you mix as 
much or as little oil as you want 
and save the rest. 


GOLDEN SPECTRO IS USED AND 


Intercontinental Lubricants Corp. 
Box 208, Brookfield, CT 06804 


Use this form to Please attach, in this space, the label from a 


notify us at least recent issue to insure proper address corrections. 


Six weeks before Mailto: DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
you move. ae 
Subscription Dept. 


P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


NEW ADDRESS: 

Name 

Address. 

City. 

State Zip 
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WIDOW 


Over 500 riders from 20-plus states and 


à @ : e : : 
Canada came to Salt Lake City, Utah, K Of Th il | 
to try to conquer the 1500-foot 88863 e B s 


‘‘Widowmaker’’ mountain. Over 
19,000 people (largest paid attendance 
in 16 years) turned out on April 21 to 
see if one of the climbers could ride to 
the top of the mountain. 

Riders in every class had extended 
their bikes more than ever before. The 
bikes included everything from stock 
125s, to 69-inch 500 Yamahas, to 80- 
inch Triumphs. It didn't take long to 
realize that this was keeping front ends 
on the ground better than last year. 
Some of the riders, such as Mike Polley 
from Texas, had to add a third shock to 
get enough damping for the added 
leverage. 

Polley’s 370 Bultaco was extended 
eight inches over stock and had at least 
16 inches of travel at the rear wheel. 
One trials rider seeing it said, “You 
need oxygen just to walk around it.” 
Polley went out of bounds at 525 feet 
on his first run, but said that the bike 
was tracking well up the mountain. 

On his second try, he stayed on the 
path all the way to 613 feet, where one 
of the puckerbushes stopped him. This 
put him 12 feet higher than the second- 
place rider, Will Alford, and gave him 
first in the 370 class. 

Willard Kinzer (Kentucky), riding his 
1100cc Honda Four in the Open class, 
showed everyone that a first-place run 
could be made on the first try. He 
maneuvered his parallelogram-sus- 
pended bike to 655 feet and then sat 
back waiting to see if anyone could go 
higher. 

A hillclimber who is in first place 
after the first run, can wait until every- 
one else in the class has tried twice— 
before trying again. This tends to put 
pressure on the other riders, and if the 
ride stands, he may decide not to take 
his last ride. Kinzer did not. 

The really outlandish ideas are saved 
for the Exhibition class. These riders go 
all-out for a share of the $3000 purse 
and a new Yamaha 80. The Yamaha 
was donated by the Yamaha Motor 
Corporation (U.S.A.), as was the 
$1000 that was to go to the first man 
over the top in this class. Even though 
the other classes ride on an old lane, 
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- arrangement. His chain lube = 
^^ 5. billmust be astronomical! ， 


MAKER: 


Story & photos by Diane Polley 


Exiended rendeoctfonstworaa the Open and Exhibition classes always 
the big rage this year. Henry get to open up a new one. The Bees 
Polfey’s 750 Triumph rigid have to use three lanes up the moun- 


frame sported an 80-inch “ƏT : w 
wheelbase. Yes, that’s what tain just to give everyone entered two 


f you're seeing: two swingarm | tries before dark. 

sections welded together! The Exhibition and 500 classes both 
had over 100 riders (some climbs don't 
have this many total), and were run- 
ning side by side at the same time. A 
large number of the Exhibition bikes 
use a mixture of 90-percent nitro and 
10-percent alcohol. Conley Newsome 
[Ohio] said that nitro costs $18 a gallon 
and would last for about two minutes 
of riding. Vince Bertolucci estimated 
that it took one gallon of this mixture 
per run. A few of the riders who used 
the top member of the frame for a tank 
[or a small quart-size tank) ran the risk 
of running out of fuel part way up the 
mountain. Some did between 700 and 
800 feet. 

It is very dangerous for a fueler to be 
kickstarted. If the engine is flooded 
when it’s kicked, there is a distinct 
possibility that the rod will be bent, or 
the piston blown out the bottom of the 
engine onto the ground. Some riders 
start their bikes on alcohol and get 
them warm, then switch to fuel. 


Jim True's 1000cc Harley is up 


| for sale. That bald back tire is Others, such as Bill Harrison, use a 
| waiting for its metal blades to be small electric motor to turn the motor 
| Mes tallest. Rumonhasit thatlong: over. The electric motor usually 
İ time competitor True is Pd 
thinking of retiring. attaches to a fitting on the end of the 
| crankshaft and turns the engine over 
from there. 


Last year, Vince Bertolucci had de- 
signed a metal blade arrangement for 
his rear tire, similar to a rubber paddle 
tire, but it gets more bite, because it 
doesn't give when it hits the ground. 
He was the only one with anything like 
it then, but this year, about 25 riders 
had rigged up something similar. Some 
had bolted angle iron to the tire, or 
some other type of metal blade, and 
others had followed Bertolucci's idea 
and attached theirs to a pair of chains 
in the manner of ice chains for cars. 

A regular tire chain with motorcycle 
chain for the cross-piece was the most 
popular arrangement. Some of the 
riders installed a few loose pieces of 
chain over the stationary pieces, called 
pilers. 

Riding order is determined by draw 
in the Exhibition class and the later 
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you ride, the better your chance of be- 
ing in the winners’ circle. Bill Harrison 
and his 1526cc Harley had the best 
chance of taking home all the loot. His 
name was the first one drawn, so he 
was the last to ride. 

The first 25 or so riders felt that they 
did not have much chance, but Earl 
Whetsell decided not to let that bother 
him. He came to the line confident 
that he could match Kinzer’s feat and 
get the win on his first run. His 1080cc 
Honda showed how it got its name of 
“Ditch Witch.’’ Whetsell aimed it up 
the mountain and let it do its stuff. It 
plowed through the puckerbushes and 
over the steps in the hill, with its 
metal-bladed tire churning. 


About 1000 feet up, the bikes go out 
of sight if you’re spectating near, or on, 
the hill. Whetsell went out of sight, 
but the bike could still be heard. It 
seemed like hours before the spectators 
at the bottom let it be known that he 
was on top. But, he had gone out of 
bounds at 1200 feet and was not given 
credit for a legal over-the-top ride. 
Another rider had also ridden the bike 
in.the same class, which is not 
supposed to happen. A protest was filed 
and he was disqualified. 

Back in the 500 class (on the next 
lane, which was smoother), the riders 
began passing the 750-foot mark regu- 
larly on the second run. Wes Evans 
rode his Yamaha to 960 feet before the 
mountain took its toll. Five riders 
later, Kerry Peterson brought his 400 
Maico to the line. He barely made it 
past Evans, but 963 feet put him in first 
and there were only 11 riders left. 

Bill Landsborough had decided that 
the way to go all the way, was to follow 
the path as far as possible and stay in 
bounds. He came out of the hole look- 
ing good on his new 400 Yamaha and 
followed the path perfectly. Finally, he 
realized that he was blazing his own 
trail and began concentrating on stay- 
ing away from the white lines. He did 
not want to ''screw up'' now. Lands- 
borough said that he had to ride 
differently on the top part of the moun- 
tain, because the traction changed. He 
had to use more body English to keep 
the bike on the ground and headed up. 

When he reached the top, he said he 
was in shock, and really did not realize 
he had conquered the Widowmaker 
until a TV camera and microphone 
were stuck in his face. Bill Lands- 
borough had not gone out of bounds or 
screwed up and he had become the 
second man to ride the 1500 feet to the 
top of Widowmaker. 

. Landsborough hoped that experience 

would help, but Jim True, the man 

who went over in 1976, could have 
told him that it did not. Landsborough 
was riding a 750 Norton in the Exhibi- 
tion class and had an 853-foot ride on 
his first try, but a thrown chain ended 
his day. Landsborough had gone over 
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on a moderately extended, stock 
Yamaha using a regular KNOBBY tire. 


Meanwhile, the Exhibition class was 
still trying. Jim True threw a chain (it 
seemed a common occurrence in this 
class) on his first ride on his 1000cc 
Harley. He made it to 864 feet on his 
second try, but the top still eluded 


him. More and more riders were 
getting to 800 feet-plus, and hopes 
were rising that one of these specially 
prepared bikes would get the $1000 
bonus. 

Chains were checked to make sure 
they were adjusted just right. Fuel mix- 
tures were checked one more time to 
make sure they were mixed for the 
temperature. The riders were trying to 
make sure everything was as perfect as 
possible when their turn came to try to 
conquer the mountain. 


Marc Smith was the first one to 
break the 900-foot mark. He made it to 
930 feet with a 750 Triumph. Vince 
Bertolucci wanted to become the first 
man with back-to-back wins, and if he 
could do it by riding his 750 fuel- 
burning Triumph to the top, that 
would be even better. But, it was not to 
be. He just could not find that smooth, 
open line that would take him to the 
top, and had to settle for a 932-foot 
ride. 


Things kind of calmed down after his 
ride and it began to look as if Bertolucci 
would repeat. Big Bill Harrison and his 
Harley had other ideas. On the last ride 
of the day at the Widowmaker, Harri- 
son knew he had a good chance of 
taking the win. He left the hole, pour- 
ing the fuel to the Harley and throwing 
rocks with the metal paddles on his 
tire. He says that his size helps keep 
the bike on the ground, and it seemed 
to be working. Harrison passed 900 feet 
with good momentum, then the 1000- 


foot marker. Fifty-six feet later, just a 
fraction of a second, the mountain 
reared her head again and Harrison's 
ride came to an end. He was in first 
place and had done it on one of the big- 
gest, most exotic bikes at the event. He 
ended the event on a humorous note. 
The 80 Yamaha almost disappeared 
when 300-plus-pound Harrison sat on 
it, and the only time it would move 
him was if they were aimed downhill. 
That was OK. Big Bill Harrison was 
King of the Widowmaker. 


The riders left telling the mountain 
that they would be back next year with 
something new to throw at her. One 
more rider, Bill Landsborough, had 
gone over, but the Widowmaker was 
not conquered. The question is still not 
answered. Do the exotics work? DJ 


WIDOWMAKER RESULTS 
200 


Erick Goehers (Suz, WS) 591 feet 
Jon Foerster (Hon, ND) 575 feet 
Tim Kain (Suz, MN) 502 feet 

John Blanton (Bul, TX) 415 feet 
250 

Clyde Peterson (Yam, CA) 680 feet 
Gary Peterson (Yam, CA) 670 feet 
Dean Gerdes (Suz, WS) 660 feet 
Scott Juhlin (Hon, MN) 660 feet 
370 


Mike Polley (Bul, TX) 613 feet 
Will Alford (Bul, TX) 601 feet 
Marty Moreali (Yam, CA) 601 feet 
Wes Evans (Yam, CA) 595 feet 


500 
Bill Landsborough (Yam, CA) 


1500 feet over the top 
Kerry Peterson (Mai, CA) 963 feet 
Wes Evans (Yam, CA) 960 feet 
Bob Baker (Yam, CA) 957 feet 


Open 

Willard Kinzer (Hon, KY) 655 feet 
Tom Elmore (Kaw, IL) 578 feet 
Bruce Waddell (Tri, NB) 547 feet 


Exhibition 
Bill Harrison (Har, CA) 1056 feet 
Vince Bertolucci (Tri, CA) 932 feet 
Marc Smith (Tri, CA) 930 feet 

Wes Evans (Yam, CA) 885 feet 

Jim True (Har, CA) 871 feet 

Rex Houey (Yam, CA) 864 feet 

Bill Landsborough (Nor, CA) 853 feet 
Gary Waddell (Tri, NB) 844 feet 


Levi’s were the day's main dress ode, sported 
here by Vince Bertolucci. ` 1000003 


LEARNINGHOW 
 TOCRAWL AGAIN 


Wide eyes and wheelies on Pismo Beach 
By the Dirt Bike Staff 


One of the strangest things we've done 
yet this year, was go out for a day on 
two of Honda's un-bikes. The ATC 110, 
is most assuredly an un-bike. With 
three wheels and no suspension, it was 
a shock to the system of our staff of 
veteran two-wheelers. To tread danger- 
ously close to an understatement, 
riding the ATC was... uhh...alittle 
different from what we have been 
accustomed to in the past. But, more 
about that later. Let's get the technical 
stuff out of the way first. 

The ATC gets its forward motion 
from a single-cylinder, four-stroke 
motor, connected to a four-speed trans- 
mission through a centrifugal clutch. 
The transmission is a dual-range affair, 
and by use of a lever on the lower left- 
hand side of the engine you can choose 
between a stump-pulling low range, or 
a respectable high, with the use of all 
four gears in each. 

Controls are provided in the form of 
a thumb-operated throttle, a left-foot 
shifter (up for low), a recoil (lawn- 
mower-type) starter, a right-foot brake, 
and a hand brake on the left side of the 
bars. Pretty much straightforward and 
simple, but some of the controls 
caused us a little confusion. More 
about this later. 

Final drive is through a chain and 
sprockets, just like normal, and there 
is a single brake on the rear axle. No 
suspension is provided—front and rear 
— except for what you can get out of 
the seat and the 22x11 flotation tires. 

Allright, let's try to ride this sucker, 
and see what happens. A quick pull or 
two on the cord produces life in the 
little motor, and we let it warm up for a 
minute. There is a neat little clip on 
the hand brake that allows it to serve as 
a parking brake, a very useful item 
here. Without it, the ATC would be 
happy to roll all over the place, at the 
slightest hint of an incline. Amazing 
what a kickstand does for a motor- 
cycle. We flick off the clip, and stomp 
into gear. Neato! The ATC lurches into 


Honda ATCTIO 


ITUR TL S 

Rigid front end and a shock- 
absorbing tire would make strange 
bedfellows on a two-wheeler. 

Honda includes a headlight for those 
nightly trips into the boonies. 


Everything is enclosed in the rear 
of the ATC. On the right is the drum 
brake, the only one, and on the left 
are the drive chain and sprocket. 


forward motion, with the trans- 
mission set in “lovv”” range. Now we 
have to remember: There’s no clutch. 
We have to shift down to go ''up 
through the gears.’’ The handling is 
just a little different from what we're 
used to... 

Second gear produces a nice wheelie, 
slowly upshift another gear, and we're 


smoking across the dunes. Not bad. It's 
nice and quiet. The lack of suspension 
isn’t that noticeable on the flat. Uh-oh, 
here comes a hill... better get ready for 
ity oe 

Charging at a sand dune, at a ter- 
minal rate of speed for the tranny's low 
range. OK, we're going to downshift 
right at the base, and the lower gear is 
going to carry us to the top. Right at the 
base of the dune, timed perfectly, we 
grab for the clutch... and go over the 
bars. 

Second time around. This time we're 
going to remember that the lever on 
the left side isn't a clutch, it's a brake. 
Charge up to the hill, stomp down for 
low, and hit the hill with no power at 
all, being in fourth rather than second. 
Time to fall back and regroup. 

After a little while, we got used to 
the different parts of the ATC. Shifting 
was merely backwards, and all it took 
was a lack of panic situations to keep 
from forgetting that fact. A few of us 
would have been happier if the brake 
was on the other side of the bars, but 
this too became second nature as the 
day wore on. The brake pedal worked 
just as well, and the only time it was 
inaccessible, was when our right knee 
was on the seat—which is the hot 
setup for long wheelies. Just put the 
trans in second/low range, and with 
one knee on the middle of the seat, it's 
no trouble to carry the front end forever. 

We didn't run out of problems, 
though; it soon became apparent that 
we were having trouble controlling our 
direction. If we rode in a straight line, 
over square hills and smooth dunes, 
and then turned around and rode back, 
everything was fine. When we rode 
into anything that was the slightest bit 
off-camber, there was no telling which 
way we'd be going at the other end. 
Occasionally we found ourselves 
careening down hills, when we meant 
to go around, and in a steep gully we 
would be forever climbing up the 
İ walls. In any combination of the above, 
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total confusion would reign. 

Now, there were two or three very 
experienced ATC riders with us, one of 
whom had a CR250-powered ATC, and 
they were having no trouble at all with 
things that were putting us on our 
heads. They couldn't understand our 
problems. It finally came out that it 
had taken these gentlemen a few days 


| there's more power | 
the price of a little tu 


to figure out which end was what 
themselves. It boils down to this: You 
have to steer the ATC to get it to go 
anywhere. And at any speed above a 
crawl, it’s necessary to weight the out- 
side wheel in a turn, to give the inside 
wheel a chance to break loose. You see, 
the rear axle is solid, and both wheels 
are driven at the same rate. This 


Keihin 18mm 
Six liters 
(1.6 gallons) 
Four-speed, constant 
mesh, dual range 
GEARING, FRONT/REAR 
IGNITION AC flywheel magneto 
WHEELBASE 1015mm (40 inches) 
GROUND CLEARANCE. .110mm (4.3 inches) 
STEERING HEAD ANGLE 21.5 degrees 
WEIGHT (CLAIMED) ..107 kg (235.9 pounds) 
INTENDED USE, MFR 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 
DISTRIBUTOR ...American Honda Motor Co. 
100 W. Alondra Blvd. 
Gardena, California 90247 


TRANSMISSION 


opened our eyes, somewhat, but we 
still got into trouble now and then. 


Our hosts pointed out that 
non-riders have very little trouble 
riding the ATC. Easy to understand. If 
you have no preconceived notions 
about where the clutch should be, or 
how the shifter should go, or which 
direction your weight should be in 
during a turn, then it’s as easy as learn- 
ing how to doggie-paddle. 

A lot of ATCs are sold to farmers. 
They’re quite a bit cheaper than trac- 
tors, for light hauling, and they won't. 
get stuck in the mud. They won't get 
stuck in anything, except deep water, 
and they don’t even get stuck in that 
... they sink. A few companies even 
sell accessories for farm ATCs, like 
seed spreaders and trailers. (I can see 
them now... wheelieing through the 
corn!) 

Also, there are a lot of people heavy 
into ATCs, as thoroughly as we’re into 
bikes. There are frame kits that let you 
bolt any kind of motor into a three- 
wheeled chassis, and all kinds of pipes, 
carbs, engine modifications and acces- 
sories to bring out the hair on an ATC. 
The mind boggles. 

At any rate, even though we didn’t 
master the controls in one day’s time, 
it was a fun way to spend it. These 
things aren’t motorcycles, and we 
don't expect them to take the place of 
dirt bikes, either. But, if you’re looking 
for a three-wheeled way to have your 
fun, look at an ATC. Just don’t grab for 
the clutch too fast. D) 


If you've got an ATC, and you're 
looking for ways to bring out the 
beast in it, give one of these com- 
panies a call: 


ATC pipes: 
DG Performance Specialties 
1170 Van Horne 
Anaheim, California 92806 
Motor hop-up: 
Powroll Performance Products 
P.O. Box 1206 
Bend, Oregon 97701 
Big-bore frame kits: 
American Motorcycle Engi- 
neering, Inc. 
10900 Burbank Blvd. 
North Hollywood, California 
91601 
(Builders of the RD350 ATC) 
Carb kits, disc brake kits, pipes, etc.: 
Posa Enterprises 
7530 East Jackson St. 
Paramount, California 90723 
Mikuni carb kits: 
Sudco Distributing 
(See your dealer) 
Just about anything and everything: 
PK Racing Products 
525 N. Azusa Ave. 
La Puente, California 91744 O 
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HERE'S A SUPER WAY TO COVER THE CRACKS, 
FINGERPRINTS AND GRAFFITI ON YOUR WALLS... 


TRICK- ACTION 
COLOR POSTERS 


MUTO CROSS SHOOTOUT! C? HUSKY MAICO COMPARISON 
ul? CROSS o IMPROVI TH) HANDLING OF: YOUR D. 


9. GEORGEWEGNER, CAN-AM 175 


yx FOUR NEW 
ALL- ACTION 
10. JIM CONNOLLY, 250 BULTACO PURSANG COLOR POSTERS 


1. FIRST ISSUE OF DIRT BIKE 2. ACTION ATINTER-AM 11. ALBAKER ON A 250 HONDA 12. GUNNAR LINDSTROM ON A SUZUKI 


Got a 17x22-inch fingerprint on your wall? Cover it up with one of these Super-Trick Action 
Color Posters! They make any room look really neat. Only $2.50 (plus 50 cents postage and 
handling). If your color scheme is Divine Dirt, order any four for $7.50 (plus $1.00 postage 
and handling) and really blow your mind! 


Em” 
EAE at 


Use the 
coupon 
below — 
ORDER 
NOW! 7. KAWNSAKI CLIMBING 


3. JIM CONNOLLY INDIAN DUNES 4. JUNIOR ACTION 


| ! DB9-8 B 

i PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. i 

i P.O. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 B 

, || a 

» g Enclosed is check or money order for $ 7 

^ B LD B Poster No. 10 30 40 50 70 80 90 100 110 12 ] 
we dı g $2.50 each plus $.50 postage and handling; $7.50 id four alus $1.00 H 
; O U T 8 postage and handling. " 

ü ü 

l dr i Name ü 
H g Address D 

dz g City ü 

C g State Zip ] 
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THE TOTAL DG RACER 
CR125P&250 4 


23 Tank decals 5 12” crossbar pad —— — ”” ~ —— 3 Dehandler levers 
(not shown) | Ky te, [E 
: (R) 


2 Chromaloy bars 一 ə b 7721 Cable saver 
18 TT filter ~ 7 pu” — nu 50 b. : PERFORMAN E 
= ` ə y INC. 


22 FIM side 、 sə T p a 
panels əəə "q j "S ^71 Air fork caps 


4 Oakley II grips 


15 Expansion 
chamber 


16 34mm Mikuni —  — — L ; 6 Fork skins 
carburetor à > «A^ mu. (not shown) 
(125 only) ¿ ° ` | 


12 51-56 tooth 、 
rear sprocket ` 
(125 only) 


11 11-13 tooth 
engine 
Broek 
— das o. n / 
10:18" 7^ 
Dunlop 
K190 tire 
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Suzuki RM250N Motocrosser 


THE 


MONEY 
MACHINE 


Ready to race, at $8.29 per pound 


We christened our new 250 Suzuki test 
bike in the truest possible DB fashion. 
After picking the machine up, we took 
it over to the nearby hills and rode it 
around for a half-hour. Then, the bike 
was taken to the smoothly ventilated 
and tastefully decorated DIRT BIKE 
garage and gone over with not only a 
fine-tooth comb, but a fine-tooth 
brush, as well. 

We tightened the spokes until they 
squeaked, leaned on the motor mount 
bolts until they groaned and twisted 
screwdrivers with a vengeance. After 
all this, we took off the stock 14-tooth 
countershaft sprocket and slipped ona 
15-fanger. Stock grips were removed 
(personal preference) and Oakleys 
installed. 

The reason for our late Friday night 
wrenching session was simple: In the 
morning, the Suzuki would be ina 
two-hour Grand Prix. We were con- 
cerned about the ability of the wheels 
to take two solid hours of racing abuse 
without coming apart. As with most 
new bikes, the wheels on the RM250 
require a certain amount of ““bedding 
in'' before they stay snugged up. The 
Grand Prix, held by the Anaheim Hi- 
Siders at Racing World, would be run 
over terrain we were familiar 
with—baked hard for the most part and 
liberally laced with rocks. We knew we 
couldn't go the whole two hours on the 
stock tank and were even concerned 
with the ability of the bike to cover an 
hour without running short of gas. 
Most 250s can go 45 minutes with no 
problem, but there's not all that much 
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gas left. And what about the second 
hour? VVith a dirty filter and reduced 
mileage. All our questions vvere to be 
ansvvered the next day. 

The start was a straddle-your-front- 
wheel, dead-engine deal. Our bike lit 
off on the second kick, in gear. This 
put us in a good position off the line, as 
most of the other bikes took longer to 
get fired up. 

By the top of the start hill, the RM 
was running second. That big counter- 
shaft sprocket didn’t seem to hurt the 
acceleration at all. 

As we started getting used to the 6.7- 
mile course, the traits of the Suzuki 
started to show. The engine had a huge 


amount of grunt right down low in the 
power range—almost like a slightly de- 
tuned 400. Revs built smoothly, then a 
strong surge was experienced at mid- 
range. Strong enough to lift the front 
wheel gently, even with the rider lean- 
ing well over the bars. While the 
RM250 revved out satisfactorily, it still 
was more effective to use the mid- 
range. We only over-revved the bike 
when we had to and, in general, shifted 
as early to the next higher gear as we 
could. 

We were to find later on, when we 
went back to the stock c/s sprocket, 
that the rear wheel would spin, rather 
than hook up. After returning to the 
15-toother, we liked the machine 
much more. 

On some of the tighter sections of 
the long track, we almost wished that 
we'd stayed with the stock gearing. Al- 
most. Even in a gnarly, tight turn, we 
didn't have to slip the clutch. Low felt 
like second, but a sturdy second. ) 

Once we got to the only long straight 
on the track, we were ecstatic over the 
ferocious top end. Just right! We got 
wound out completely in fifth gear 
near the end of the straight and held it 
tapped for maybe five seconds, then 
started backing off for the turn. What a 
rush! 

Fireroads were placed after the long 
straight, and here the Suzuki was not 
too happy. Stock tires were Bridge- 
stones and we were running 12 pounds, 
front and rear, in order to keep from 
getting flats. There are an awful lot of 
rim-bending rocks saturating the 


NAME AND MODEL. SUZUKI RM250N 


ENGINE TYPE . 


A piston and reed valve 
x BORE. AND STROKE 
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Racing World grounds. As long as those 
twisting fireroads had some loose sand 
on them, the bike wiggled, but worked 
in a reasonable fashion. However, 
when on the hard-packed adobe, trac- 
tion was grim. On this sort of terrain, 
only one tire will do the job: Metzeler. 
And even with a fresh set of Metzelers, 
it’s not all that wonderful. 

We lost some time on those fire- 
roads, as the long-legged Suzuki didn’t 
want to snap through the turns. When 
we first received the RM, we found that 
we had to lower the triple clamps about 
3/8-inch on the fork tubes to get the 
bike to turn right. This adjustment was 
made in a riding area with reasonable 
traction. Our race track didn’t have 
much in the way of traction to speak 
of, so we had to work much harder. 
Lots of clambering forward on the tank 
was the order of the day. 

None of the new-generation long- 
travel bikes turn as well as the bikes of 
a few years ago. That's just a fact we 
have to accept if we want to smooth 
those bumps out. And the RM250 
Suzuki is among the longest strokers, 
with 11.8 inches of available travel at 
the rear and 11.2 inches up front. The 
fact that they’ve been able to keep their 
saddle height at a reasonable level 
shows the result of careful thinking. 

Once leaving the fireroads, the 
course dropped down some very long 
hills. Here, we locked the rear end up a 
few times and stalled the engine. By 
clutching and dumping quickly, the 
RM lit off immediately again. Our first 
impressions were that the brakes were 
far too sensitive, but as we put more 
and more time on the bike, that grabby 
edge began to wear off and we found 
the brakes to be reasonable. 

After negotiating the downhills, we 
wandered through some sand whoop- 
dies. Here, the RM ate the ground up 
easily. While you might have to 
struggle with a tall bike in the turns, 
those supple suspenders absolutely de- 
voured the bad sand rollers. We were 
able to hit them as fast as we could get 
the bike to go, considering the short ap- 
proach run we had through the section. 

After a few more hills and tight, 
dusty trails, we headed in for the final 
section of the GP course. This consist- 
ed of motocross-type turns and a few 
jumps. We had our first opportunity to 
stuff the Suzie into a few berms, here. 
Quite a bit of body lean was required to 
get the tallish bike heeled over. The 
smooth, strong power made our exit off 
the berms controllable. 

Much to our surprise, we were able 
to go one hour and 15 minutes before 
we came in for gas. At that point, the 
tank had only a cupful of gas left slosh- 
ing in the bottom. Too close for com- 
fort. We're sure that the long downhills 
aided us. On a flatter, faster track, we 


wouldn't expect more than an hour on 
the 2.2-gallon tank. And with stock 
gearing, that might be stretching it 

a bit. 

At the end of the two hours, the RM 
had done its job well. It helped the rider 
end up second in class, despite losing 
some valuable time in a bar-bending 
crash. We won't go into details re- 
garding that particular crash. Rider 
error is never fun. We wish we could 
have blamed it on the bike... but? 

A post-race checkout showed that all 
of the spokes in both wheels were 
loose. The wheels were still fairly 
straight and true. The front motor 
mount bolts were loose, as was the 
locking nut on the swingarm pivot. All 
the other motor mount bolts stayed 
snug. One saddle bolt (brake side) 


sheared off at the mounting tab. Two mme. —” E 7 1 ə 
side panel bolts were woe Engine is narrower at the cases than Heavy gusseting is apparent at 


Other than that, the bike stayed oil- *C" model. Even finning appears to steering head. Gussets taper well 


: i i be slightly reduced in size over last down the main tube for maximum 
2500 ami to aaire efforts. Clutch actuation arm strength. 38 mm fork tubes are a 
have stretched very little and didn't has changed sides, trimming up the must with 11.2 inches of travel up 
need an adjustment. The roller on top right case cover in the process. front. Deep-walled plastic fenders 
of the aluminum swingarm stayed 
intact, but heavy signs of wear were Pe! Lae 


apparent. We figure maybe four more 
hours of life in that roller, tops. 

We examined the brakes and drums 
and found a lot of dust and dirt inside. 
Some of it was imbedded into the lin- 
ing material. Cleaning and reinstalla- 
tion shaped that area. 

One spot we were curious about: A 
disassembly of the peg/pin/spring 
assembly showed that both of the foot- 
peg pins were bending already. This is 
something that we picked up on a few 
months ago and have started to check 
regularly. Suzuki really should have a 
stronger pin in this critical spot, and 
until they do, the rider should check 
both footpeg pins after every ride and 
replace them when they get bent too 
badly. 

A check of the air filter showed us 
that it was very clean for having com- 
pleted a dusty, long race. Part of the 
reason is the louvered lid that covers 
the top of the air box itself. This also 
keeps wayward water from splashing 
right in on the foam filter. Later, we re- 
moved this plastic top and found an in- 
stantaneous gain in power. Naturally, 
we had to play with the jet needle to 
get rid of a slight dingling, but, overall, 
we had a gain. Of course, removing this 
cover would seriously decrease the 
waterproofing characteristics of the 
bike, but most of the time, most riders 
will not be running under extremely 
wet conditions. 

After the RM250N was ridden and 
raced several more times, we had the 
test riders compare notes. Here's what é, fa ə 
they agreed on: £4 — 

(1)—Suspension, at both ends—ex- Shorter, slimmer and taller tank holds 2.2 gallons of pre-mix. It's easy to 
cellent. Most of the riders used 11 move forward for weight transfer with this new design. 


spe 


.. 
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pounds of air in each fork leg, but one 
rider raised the oil level a fraction and 
ran nine pounds of air. Everyone left 
the damping adjustments on the stan- 
dard firm setting. 

(2)—All riders agreed that the Suzuki 
was not the fastest 250 dirt bike in a 
drag race, but that it had supremely 
correct power and was very easy to 
ride. Drag races were run at random 
and invariably, a Honda or a Can-Am 
would pull it to the first turn by a 
length or two. The bike was definitely 
faster than a new YZ250. Most of the 
riders felt that the RM had the best and 
most usable low-end power in the class. 

(3)—Each and every rider felt that 
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first and second gears were too close to- 
gether. The standard comment was: 
“Felt like you were still in low.’’ How- 
ever, because of the superior low-end 
torque, second could be used com- 
fortably where other 250s would have 
to go to low. 

(4)—Turning. The Suzuki worked 
OK in the corners, if the rider worked 
hard at the job. You just don't sit down 
on the saddle and motor around. 
Climbing up on the tank is a must. And 
all riders felt that moving the forks up 
in the triple clamps was a must, except 
for high-speed, straight-line work, such 
as a desert race. 

(5)—General layout. No one com- 


plained about the shape of the bars, or 
the location of controls. Once we 
slipped off the stock levers and used 
DeHandlers, both the clutch and front 
brake were comfortable and smooth in 
operation. That traditionally short 
Suzuki throttle drew complaints from 
riders with average or larger-sized 
hands. 

(6)— Brakes and shifting were fine, 
with the exception of some riders oc- 
casionally hitting the odd neutral here 
and there. Nothing serious. 

(7)—All agreed that the RM250N felt 
light and agile. Moving around on the 
bike was easy, with the new, slim tank 
and reduced bulges in the side panels. 
Every single rider commented on the 
good looks of the machine. 

(8) —Not one rider cared for the tires, 
and the stock 3.00x21 Bridgestone, in 
particular, drew a lot of flak. 

(9)—Attention to detail. To a man, 
everyone agreed that all the odds and 
ends had been well thought out. Little 
things like a choke lever with a flip 
handle, and the ability of the bike to 
start in gear... all of these items were 
big pluses. 

(10) — The Loaded Question... If you 
were shopping for a racing 250, would 
you consider the RM and, if so, why? 
Two said no, because the bike felt too 
tall and hard to turn for them. It's in- 
teresting to note that these two were 
both under 5’7”’ in height. Four other 
riders were very enthusiastic about the 
RM250, mostly because... ''It'salot 
of bike for the money and you don't 
have to run out and buy a whole bunch 
of kits and shocks in order to go 
racing.’’ They went on to say that there 
were other bikes they liked more, for 
one reason or another, but that a price 
tag of well over two grand turned them 
off. At $1750 suggested retail, the 
RM250N appears to be a bargain. 

One other rider said the bike was 
nice, but that... It ain't a Husky.”’ 
That seemed to take care of that. 

The last rider, an owner of a 1978 El- 
[sinore, said that... ''My Honda is 

faster than the Suzuki, butIthinkIcan 

turn faster laps with the Suzuki. Also, 
the Honda beats me to death and the 
Suzuki doesn't. And T ve got about 600 
bucks' worth of goodies in the Elsinore, 
too.” 


The bottom line 


While not the fastest 250 around, the 
Suzuki does appear to offer more of 
everything for the dollar than the com- 
petition. The fact that no money must 
be spent on the bike to be competitive, 
is probably the biggest plus. Because of 
this and what our field of test riders 
told us, we have every reason to believe 
that thousands of riders will buy an 
RM250N, just because it makes 
sense. O 


War Correspondence 


POLITICALNEWSFRONT 


Feedback from the riders 


By the Phanton Duck of the Desert, Rick Sieman 


The feedback from readers across the 
nation, in response to our requests for 
information, has been staggering. Each 
and every day, we receive mail and 
clippings about land hassles, political 
activities that affect off-road use, and 
even some good news here and there. 

The item that drew the most mail, 
was a study by the so-called Councilon 
Environmental Quality. It was released 
en masse to the papers of the nation: 
and most of them picked up on it. The 
writer of the study was none other than 
David Sheridan, the fruitcake who 
penned the slanderous piece in New 
West magazine, called '"The Rape of 
the Deserts.”” 

Sheridan seems to take a great deal of 
delight in fabricating stories to suit his 
particular brand of yellow journalism. 
In the New West article, for example, 
he said that bikers would go out into 
the desert and hang five-gallon cans 
full of gasoline from Joshua trees, then 
back off and shoot at them until they 
burst into flames and the tree was 
burnt to the ground. And this is just a 
sample from this slathering slack-jaw. 
Here’s a version of the article sent to us 
by Dave Cutright, from Long Beach, 
California. 


Vehicles ravage 
land, study says 


WASHINGTON (AP)—Dune 
buggies, snowmobiles, motorcy- 
cles and other off-road vehicles 
cause widespread damage to mil- 
lions of acres of land each year, a 
new Council on Environmental 
Quality study says. 

No precise acreage estimate was. 
made of the damage caused by the 
estimated 10 million off-road vehi- 
cles in the United States. 

But the study says, ''ORVs have 
damaged every kind of ecosystem 
in the United States: sand dunes 
covered with American beach grass 
... pine and cypress. woodlands... 
hardwood forests...prairie grass- 
lands...chaparral and sagebrush 
hills... alpine meadows... conifer 
forests . . . and Arctic tundra.” 

The study said in some cases, 
the wounds will heal naturally, 


and Al Fols- 


while in others, they will not, ‘‘at 
least for millenia.”” 

The study, written by David 
Sheridan, notes the damage is 
caused ““not, in the main, because 
the drivers are irresponsible but 
because their machines are inher- 
ently destructive.” 

The chairman of the council, 
Charles. Warren, called ''the off- 
road vehicle problem one of the 
most serious public-land-use prob- 
lems we face.” 

In addition to disturbing the top 
soil, killing plant life and creating 
erosion problems, the study noted, 
off-road vehicles disrupt the na- 
tural patterns of wildlife and often 
fill the countryside with noise that 
is bothersome to some persons. 

The study said government agen- 
cies are virtually powerless to 
police off-road vehicles that violate 
local regulations. 


Dave Cutright, the DB reader who 
sent us the clipping, asks some serious 
questions about Sheridan's so-called 
““study.”” We hereby demand that 
Sheridan answer these charges to us, or 
else slink off to his lair. Or was that 
liar? 

Cutright asks: “What is the “Council 
of Environmental Quality’? Who are 
this David Sheridan and Charles War- 
ren? What are their jobs and how much 
are they paid for their ‘No precise 
estimates’? 

“Is the off-road vehicle problem 
really the most serious land use prob- 
lem we have? How does this ‘Council’ 
get around to check all this land we 
destroy? Walk? 

“Doesn't the sound of a nuclear ex- 
plosion, or a jet breaking the sound 
barrier, prove to be bothersome to 
some people?'' 

Signed 

An owner of three of the 
ten million 

Dave Cutright 


It appears that more than bikers are 
questioning the way Sheridan and his 
band of toad sexers are doing business. 
We got another letter from Dale Kline 
(Hesperia, California), and a clipping 
from the Opinion section of the Victor 
Valley Daily Press, a fine paper out of 


Victorville, California. We'd like to 
share it with you, just to show that 
there are, indeed, honest journalists out 
there in the world who just won't buy 
all the crap that’s printed about us. 


Big wreckers to 
tax little wreckers. 


The federal Council on Environ- 
mental Quality now has come out. 
with a report saying the 10 million 
owners of off-road recreational ve- 
hicles should be taxed to repair and 
maintain the public lands they 
destroy. 

On first glance, this may appear - 
quite righteous and fair, but visu- . 
alize the impact for a minute. 

First, the main thing it would 
accomplish would be the number - 
one goal of the federal government 
—to make itself bigger. It would 
require another layer of govern- 
ment to collect the taxes, to penal- 
ize those who don't pay it and to 
administer the distribution of it. 

Question number one then 
would be how many of those mil- 
lions of repair and maintenance 
dollars. would actually go to that 
worthwhile work and how many 
would be eaten up funding the 
costly new bureau of government 
to administer it? 


Our next dandy bit of info came from 
L.P. Wakefield, of Culver City, Cali- 
fornia. He writes: 

“Enclosed is a four-color, two-page 
ad which appeared in MAC Magazine 
last fall: As you.and your art and ad- 
vertising people probably know, MAC 


‘is the bible of the advertising realm. 


The ad is plugging the Smithsonian 
Magazine, I believe connected with the 
museum, and with an evident reader- 
ship (their figures) of 1% million. 

“Photo of motorcycles and hillclimb 
trails and caption telling about 
‘assaults’ and ‘scars,’ plus the para- 
graph in the body copy dealing with 
‘destruction, so far unchecked, of our 
fragile western deserts by off-road 
vehicles,’ is about as direct a political 
slam as you can lay on! 

“It's a bit saddening and'surprising 

(Continued on page 68) 


LIGHTS, 
CAMERA AND ACTION ON... 


wool FE HLL 


Always remember, 
a hill is nothing more than 
astraightaway 


that's tilted 
By Robert O'Malley 


People who don't ride, seem to think 
that people who do ride, can ride any- 
thing, anywhere. This is not entirely 
true. Some basic skills transfer from 
street to dirt and back again, but each 
type of riding has its own character- 
istics. 

Four or five years.ago when I was 
riding in a television commercial, I was 
still getting my ''dirt legs.’’ I'd been 
riding on the street for half my life, but 
the dirt still held some mysteries for 
me. This is not to say I was totally in- 
experienced, but the only reason I was 
riding in a commercial was one of 
those coincidences of a last-minute 
disaster which rendered the original 
dirt bike star inoperative and the fact 


that I had ridden in all the street scenes. 


My buddy Max, the production 
manager for the TV company, didn't 
know how limited my dirt riding ex- 
perience was, but since this part of the 
film was described as a ''drive-by in 
front of a stationary camera,'' I didn't 
think there was any reason to tell him 
that I was basically a donk. 

After the street riding scenes in the 
early morning, the director decided to 
go on to something else. While the rest 
of the crew went off to shoot some 
hang gliders which were another part of 
the commercial, Max andItook the 
van with the trailbike in it and went 
down the road a couple of miles to the 
location he had selected for the dirt 
riding scene. 

Max had been up here scouting for 
locations a couple of days ago and he 
said he found a ''gorgeous trail with 
lots of flowers and a hardly-ever-used 
little hill.” 

“A hill?” I said. ''How nice. Just like 
Julie Andrews in The Sound of Music.”” 

Ilooked at the hills as we drove 
along. They were those pleasantly soft, 
undulating folds of pasture typical of 


DIRT BIKE/ AUGUST 1979 


the Southern California coastal low- 


lands in the Santa Barbara area. I 
imagined we were headed for one of 
these little Alpine hummocks com- 
plete with buttercups, bluebells, birds, 
butterflies and oceans of rolling green 
grass. '"The hills are alive..." 

This one wasn't alive. It wasn't even 
a hill. It looked like an extinct volcano. 
We turned off the road, drove down a 
ravine, cut across a sandwash and 
parked at the base of one of the undis- 
covered wonders of the world. It was a 
natural replica of the Great Pyramid at 
Giza, made up of a sandstone and ` 
granite conglomerate, easily a hundred 
yards to the top with what had to be a 
40-percent grade. It was a monument 
to California's seismic psychopathy— 
steep, foreboding and somehow un- 
natural to all the gentle knolls and 
valleys in the area. It looked like a 
cindercone that escaped and fell to 
earth when God was installing a spark 
arrestor on the sun. Probably a land- 
mark in these parts, the locals must 
have had some folksy name for it like 
''OldJim's Nib,’’ or maybe ''Gol- 
gotha.”” I took one look at all those 
rocks and brambles and thought, ''No 
way." 

“Max, this is not a hill, it's El 
Capitan,” I said. 

"'Really?"' he said. ''Do you like it?” 

“It won't work,” I said. ''It's too 
steep and it's full of rocks and that 
leafy-ferny stuff over there is probably 
poison oak and those purple flowers are 
wild blackberry bushes which have 
thorns and roots and vines and get all 
tangled up in your wheels. Why don't 
we use one of those nice-looking hills 
we saw from the highway?” 

“We can't,” he said. '"Those are 
private property. This is unposted state 
land. Besides, it doesn't look that steep 
to me.” 


“Kick around in the dirt here while I 
unload the bike,”” I said. ““See if you 
can turn up any artifacts.” 

"Like what? he asked. 

“Like necklaces, gold bracelets, 
rings, that kind of stuff,’’ I said. 

“What makes you think there would 
be anything like that around here?” he 
asked. 

"Because when the ancient Mayans 
threw human sacrifices off cliffs like 
this, they used to load them down with 
jewelry,” I said. 

Lunloaded the bike while Max 
started hiking up the hill. He came 
back down after only a few yards. It 
was too steep to walk. 

“It's not that bad,’’ he said. ''See, 
there's a trail there." 

He was right, there was sort of a 
trail. Between the rocks and the 
brambles I could see a thin, clear line of 
sandstone and loose gravel. 


“Trust me, Max,'' I said. “I know 
how to read the land. That may bea 
trail, but it's not an up-trail, it’s a 
down-trail."’ 

“A down-trail? What's a down- 
trail?’ he asked. 

“One that doesn't go up. What 
else?”” I said. ''It's a trail made by ero- 
sion, you know, run-off from the rain." 

‘Yeah? Well, the rain around here 
must be made in Akron,” he said. 
"Aren't those tire tracks?" 

Someday I'm going to find that little 
14-year-old kid on a YZ125 who goes 
around leaving tracks on hills like this 
and I’m going to wring his neck. 

“Come on,” he said. ''If that’s an 
erosion ditch it must follow the easiest 
way down. Water always takes the 
path of least resistance, you know.”’ 

"Iknow,''Isaid. ''I'll give it a try, 
but I'm not sure I can do it.” 

“How did that guy do it?’’ he asked, 
pointing to the top of the hill. 


There he was, that little kid with his 
anti-gravity bike. I wished I had a 
bazooka. 

“How did he get up there?’’ Max 
asked. ; 

“He was born there, ” I said. ''He 
can't get down.”’ 

“OK, smartass, how did he get that 
motorcycle up there?”’ 

I kicked the bike through and started 
off to find a way to the top. 

I thrashed around in the brush for a 
while, warming up the bike and 
looking for a place to get arun at the 
base of the hill. There was no easy way. 
I decided a frontal assault up the rain 
rut was the best, so I sat for a moment 
collecting my energy for what was 
going to have to be a banzai charge. 
Those were tire tracks; it had been 
done. Even if that kid had found a 
freight elevator at the back of this hill, 
someone, somehow, and not so long 
ago, used the front door. 

I told myself I could do it also. I had 


climbed hills before. This was just a 
bigger challenge! I tried to remember 
some of the things Miller told me 
about hillclimbing. Miller was one of 
the guys who taught me what little I 
knew about dirt riding. He used to say 
helpful things like: ““Get up on the 
pegs... lean forward... don't let the 
front end come up.” He also said en- 
couraging things like: '"There are no 
hills that can't be climbed, but there 
are some hills that don't know that 


yet,” and practical things like, ““Uphill . 


or down, do not let go and depart from 
your bike." 

Miller was a charter member of that 
fierce and proud breed of raw-boned, 
western-style desert racers who go 
blasting off across unknown terrain at 
full tilt like a rabid Cossack. His 
warning about not separating from the 
bike, was predicated on the facts that 
riderless bikes do not win races and 
bikeless riders are injury-prone 
projectiles. He also hated to see a 
grown motorcycle cry. 

Miller was a natural rider. He could 
pick his way up and down hills like a 
turbocharged mountain goat, leap over 
rocks and ricochet off boulders with 
the finesse of a pinball rebounding off 
the bumpers. I swear he had some 
built-in radar which alerted him to 
danger: "Attention, Captain Miller! 
We are on the rim of a bottomless 
ravine, in the path of an avalanche, and 
around the next turn, there is a hernia- 
class boulder 10 degrees off the star- 
board handgrip...” 

Guided by 25 years of riding experi- 
ence, his instinct for survival, a 
courage honed in hundreds of desert 
races and the pride of owning a pair of 
hand-tooled, Snub-nosed lizard-skin 
boots, a single technical and tactical 
solution to any impending hazard 
would thrust itself forth in Miller's 
brain: “RUN OVER THAT SUCKER!” 

Miller was that 14-year-old kid in the 
body of a 34-year-old adult. Like the 
host of American Bandstand and 
Jimmy Weinert, he was one of the 
world’s oldest living teenagers, flash- 
frozen in his prime forever. He enjoyed 
himself immensely and I envied him. 

While Max cleared a place for the 
camera crews in the brush, I began my 
ascent of the meanest-looking hill I had 
faced in my short dirt-riding experi- 
ence. I gassed it and climbed to my first 
objective, a small ledge about six feet 
up and two or three bike lengths in 
width. It was like a stepping stone at 
the base of the hill. I was on the ledge 
in a second, and just beyond, I set the 
front tire in the rain rut and began 
climbing smoothly. I was surprised; 
the rut was just the width of the tires 
and about rim-deep. It was like being in 
a slot-car track. I shifted into second, 
then third. I began to think this wasn’t 
such a bad hill after all. I didn’t even 
have to hunker up and shift my weight 


around much, the track was that true. 

In some places I could actually sit 
down and keep going as long as stayed 
in the slot. I bobbed along over a few 
humps and some loose rocks went 
skittering from the rear tires, but as 
long as I kept in the groove it couldn't 
have been easier. I had one bad 
moment when the rut forked and I had 
to choose between two ruts around the 
curb-height face of a boulder imbedded 
in the hill. Itook the one to the left, 
which was a little deeper and had a few 
stray ruts branching off to the side. 
After that short detour, I rejoined the 
main rut and it took me right to the top 
and over the rim. It was a cinch. 

There was a top to the hill. That was 
one of the things that bothered me 
when I was looking up the hill from the 
bottom. I had heard about guys who 
went ripping up a hill only to find 
themselves impaled on a church 
steeple with no place to go. Some are 
still there. But, my hill had a top with 
yards of turnaround room. 

I wondered what I was worried 
about. 

Islowed, dropped into first, turned 
and re-routed myself in the rut for the 
descent. Although I was giddy with 
success from the climb, I wanted to 
start down immediately before I lost 
my nerve. Going down was not quite 
the same as going up and suddenly I re- 
membered what it was that I was 
worried about. The steepness of the 
hill was alarming, and after a couple of 
yards I could feel the rear wheel begin 
to jounce around, in and out of the rut. 

Miller used to tell me to think about 
a downhill ''as if it was a long, fast 
straight and not really a hill.” When I 
asked him what to do about the long, 
fast straight rushing up at me at the 
bottom, he would say: “Think of it as a 
hill." I never could figure that out, and 
as the bike began to gather speed, I 
knew it was too late to try. The rest of 
this run was going to be what Miller 
called a ''Hail Mary.” 

Iheld it in first gear to use the com- 
pression as much as possible to keep 
the bike from running away, until the 
tach needle arched and went dowsing 
in the red zone and the engine began to 
shriek like a bandsaw on a blackboard. 
The choice between shifting into 
second or letting the engine explode in 
my crotch, was no choice at all. I 
shifted. 

As the bike lurched forward, I 
stomped on the brakes and the rear 
wheel jumped the rut. I was slipping 
and sliding and I had that funny feeling 
that my stomach was about to abandon 
ship. I got off the brakes and steered the 
front wheel into the rut, hoping for the 
best. At the point where the rut 
divided, I aimed for the shallow side 
and realized immediately I was in the 
fast lane. 

By the timeIrejoined the main rut, I 


must have been going faster than the 
speed of sound, because I know I was 
screaming: ““CAN”T WE TALK THIS 
OVER?””, butIcouldn't hear my own 
voice. The ledge at the bottom was 
coming up like a tidal wave, soIset 
myself as far back on the seat and pegs 
as possible, let the front end bounce 
and pushed down on the rear end as 
soon as I felt the front wheel leave the 
ground. I was flying. 

'"That'sit! That's the shot! Max 
shouted as I soared past him and landed 
some 20 feet down the trail in the 
sandwash. 

It might have been a good landing ifI 
had remembered to match my rear 
wheel speed with my air speed. As it 
was, I had reflexively stepped on the 
back brake as soon as I was launched, 
so I landed with a dead rear wheel, and 
the result was like being ankle-tackled 
by Lash LaRue. As the suspension 
bottomed, I bottomed at a slightly 
different rate of speed and caught the 
rebounding bars with the visor of my 
helmet, the gas tank in my chest and 
the rapidly rising rear end of the bike 
with my rubbery legs. As the bike and I 
parted company in the air, I knew 
Miller would not have been pleased. 

The bike wallowed around in the 
sand and sobbed to a stop at the base of 
a gnarled old oak and I came down in 
the wild blackberry like a sack of door- 
knobs dropped down a mineshaft. 

Max rushed over and pulled me out 
of the brambles. I was shaken up, but 
unhurt. In fact, now that the worst had 
happened, I wanted to get back up on 
the hill. I was sure I could do it if I 
scrubbed off a little speed by taking the 
deeper rut in the middle, instead of the 
fast lane. 

“Great ride,’ Max said. “Tust clean 
up that landing a little and we'll have a 
terrific shot. Ready to try again?" 

“Why not?”” I said. ''It's all downhill 
from herel”” 

The damage to the bike was minimal 
—tweaked bars, a bent peg and a 
slightly elliptical front rim. I had an el- 
bow and hip full of blackberry thorns 
and I knew I was going to be sore the 
next day, but I was surprisingly pleased 
with myself. The landing was terrible, 
but I knew now I could do it, so with 
Max's helpI straightened the bike out 
and started back up again. The second 
run was better. I still dumped it, but 
not as hard. The third runI stayed on 
all the way and by the fourth time, I 
was looking around for factory talent 
scouts. 

I was taking a little break at the top 
of the hill when the rest of the TV crew 
arrived and began setting up cameras. 
Max had cleared two camera stations 
on the side of the trail at the base of the 
hill. He had the trucks unloaded and 
had arranged the camera and reflector 
positions by the time Fred, the director : 
arrived. (Continued on page 62) 
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You've just kicked the bejeez out of 
your normally trusty scoot, and as you 
nurse your throbbing leg, you try to 
figure out the problem. What seems to 
be the deal? 

If you're smart, you'll pull the plug 
at this point and save some leg energy. 
Once the plug is removed, you can 

usually get an idea of what's happen- 
ing, and maybe what isn't happening, 
inside the combustion chamber. If the 
plugis slightly wet with gas, then car- 
buretion doesn't seem to be the 
problem. 

By grounding the plug body to the 
fins on the cylinder head and kicking 
the bike through, you can check for a 
spark from the seemingly dead plug. If 
you've ever held on to the plug while 
your buddy kicked it through, then you 
won't have to be told about the shock- 
ing experience that can be yours. A 
good ignition system will produce 
between 7000 and 20,000 volts. It's 
enough to straighten your hair out, for 
sure. 

If the spark is big, fat and blue, put 
the plug back in and look for another 
cause of this no-start situation. If the 
spark is pink, yellow or very faint, then 
there is high resistance somewhere in 
the system. We won't get into points 
and condensers and other ““advanced”” 
electrics in this article, but we'll tell 
you where to look for other simple 
places that the spark may be hiding. 

If there is no spark at all, then first 
try another spark plug. If a new plug 
won't spark, then keep reading. 

If the bike was working fine and 
suddenly quit, look for a breakdown in 
the wiring somewhere. Did you just 
crash, or just wash the bike? If so, 
check the kill switch. Sometimes the 
wire can be partially pulled out or 
frayed and ground on the switch body 
or directly to the bars. If the bike got 
wet, it's possible that the kill switch is 
also wet and shorting out. Disassemble 
it and dry out the parts. Contact 
cleaner works just dandy, here. 

Some kill switches willlook fine 
from the outside, but the spring inside 
can get cocked sideways and ground 
the system. 
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Electrical Troubleshooting 


Tracing it down 
By Ned Owens 


ken or frayed wires around the kill switch, or on the kill switch 
wire—especially at the tie-down area on the handlebars. 


These connectors can become corroded, oil-fouled, or just work themselves 
apart. Taping these connections helps keep them cleaner and together longer. 


If you're satisfied with the kill 
switch and there is still no spark, trace 
the kill switch wire back along the bars 
and under the tank, looking for frays or 
a broken wire. 

Before removing the tank or seat, 
next check the wiring loom coming out 
of the magneto, out of the battery (if so 


equipped), and any other easily visible 
wires. Check for damage to these wires 
or poor connections on the snap-to- 
gether plugs. Sometimes these con- 
nections corrode, or start to work 
apart, and the current gets short- 
stopped. 


Pull the connectors apart, clean 


Look for cracks around top coil mounting on the frame. Ensure that there isa 


A 


good ground, or complete a ground to another bolt on the frame. Screvv-in- 
type coil can lose its good connection. Snip off distorted end of spark plug 


lead and reinstall. 


Check plug cap for splits, breaks or 

cracks. Replace it, because a faulty 

unit will allow the spark to run down 
the side of the insulator and ground 
on the plug body. 


them off and snap them back together. 
(Once you've found the electrical prob- 
lem, go back and put electrician's tape 
around these connectors, especially the 
multi-prong type found on most off- 
road and dual-purpose machines. This 
will help keep water out of the connec- 
tion and keep them from working 
apart.) 

When checking the wires coming out 
of the mag side of the engine, look for 
frayed or broken wiring caused by 

rocks or bushes. Also, this is usually a 


Check wiring that comes out of mag- 
neto for breaks and bad connections. 
Make sure there is no water inside 
the mag cover, too. 


very dirty area on a motorcycle, so 
check this connection for oil or gas 
fouling. 

If the machine was running before 
you maimed it at the 50-cent car wash, 
itis possible that your magneto cover 
is partially full of water. Using a high- 
pressure hose at the gasket seal on this 
cover can ruin this seal and the bike 
will take on water. If the bike was 
ridden to the car wash and this mag 
area is not vented, then it will suck 
water past the gasket because of a 


pressure/temperature difference. Con- 
densation is also a problem. Pull the 
mag cover and look for water. 

If there is still no spark, then it's 
time to remove the seat and tank to 
look for more bad or broken connec- 
tions. Some bikes have fuses and some 
of the wiring inside the headlamp 
housing, so look in there, too. Usually, 
though, this is not part of the ignition 
system, which is all we care about in 
this case—getting it running. 

With the tank off, the coil, and in 
some cases, the CDI ''black box”” will 
be exposed. Once again check all the 
connections, and especially the ground 
lead or strap from the coil to the frame. 
Some coils are grounded through the 
mounting ears, so look for a cracked 
tab on the frame. This will have to be 
welded, of course, but in the meantime 
you can get under way by using a 
longer wire or strap. Just connect the 
coil ground to another bolt on the 
frame—a tank mount, air box 
mounting tab or some other solidly 
bolted point on the frame. 


While inspecting the coil, check the 
spark plug lead. On some coils this is 
screwed onto a post. The wire becomes 
distorted around this post from vibra- 
tion or from slight stretching when the 
lead is pulled off the spark plug during 
service. On this screw type, simply 
snip off the distorted portion and screw 
the wire back into the coil. Check to 
make sure that this wire is not 
grounding against the pipe, or frame. 

Check for the same condition at the 
spark plug cap. If the plug cap is made 
of a hard, plastic-like material and it is 
cracked, broken or split, then replace 
it. If itis a rubber plug cap, look for 
dirt, grease and water up inside the cap. 
If it is deteriorated, then replace it also. 
Good plug caps are only about $1.50 
and up, so keep this connection in good 
condition. On some Hondas in particu- 
lar that use the hard plastic-type cap, a 
crack or split in the cap will cause the 
spark to ''leak'' past the insulator and 
ground to the body of the plug. 

On the plug, make sure that you are 
using the proper end for the plug cap. 
Some use the screw-on end, others use 
just the threaded pin on the end of the 
plug. 

If the plug is fouled and won't fire, 
and a new one fires only weakly, and it 
seems that you have to replace the 
spark plug every couple of hours, then 
it isn't the fault of the plug. The rest of 
your system is weak and it just won't 
fire anything but a brand-new plug. 
Once it starts breaking down, then the 
plug fouls and it stops running. 

If you can't get a nice fat blue spark 
by checking out the above-mentioned 
basics, then you're in line for advanced- 
level electrical troubleshooting. We 


don't even want to talk about that. 0 
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little people. 


When it comes to all-around 
“performance, nobody out-performs 
Suzuki, 

Case in point: 
The little RM Motocrossers. 

RM-50: Mighty Mite? Ideal for begin: 
ning.racers, the*RM-50 is more 
competitive than ever. This year, the 
peppy Power Reed" engine delivers 50% 
more power Longer-travel front forks 
and-rear shocks offer 20% more suspension. 
Shielded muifler and big” brightly 
colored “off” button are among numerous 
Safety: items. 

^» “RM-80: Quick and Trick. This pocket 
rocket with'its racy new Team Suzuki look 
^is:eshoo:indo head its class again; More 
ES torque. and power plus 17% additional 
1: ‘Suspension: traveladad-up-to more 
sibad-nevys: fönihəcompelition: Works: stutt- 
Ginciudəs leading: axle:frontiorks iracki 
X adjustable: gas/oilreatsliocks;heayvy. - 
d 2 and bigger Tonk 


d «News You; chow, WOES the Tuna FM MXets: Š 
+ adre-amongihe: world: s əə performers sö 


“Suzuki. The performer b 


Ride with.care: Wear protective apparel and help protect the environment: Member Retcicycle Safety Foundation $ 
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KAWASAKI KX125 A-5 


Shootout! My, but that word has a snap 
to it. It rings with overtones of confron- 
tations, infighting, winners and losers. 
We've been testing the Big Four 125 
racers for months. You've read indi- 
vidual tests on them as the time has 
gone by. You may have pre-formed 
opinions already about which machine 
is the one for you. 

However, time has a way of changing 
things. That’s why we rode the bikes 
for such a long period of time. We 
wanted to see how they held up when 
ridden and abused. While we took 
reasonable care of the 125 MXers, we 
also whipped them, hammer and 
thong. We kept notes on what broke, or 
loosened. Some of the machines were 
modified after the initial few months of 
riding and picture-taking were com- 
pleted. 

During the testing, we asked owners 
of the various machines how they liked 
their bikes. We also asked them what 
sort of troubles they may (or may not) 
have had since they first purchased 
their 125. 

Since this is a DIRT BIKE shootout, 
you will get an actual ranking of the 
bikes as to their virtues, or lack of 
same. But, we'd like to pull a little 
switcheroo on you and do the shootout 
in two parts. 

We'll break each bike down into pure 
statistics in the various categories of 
interest to everyone, like travel, 
weight, etc. We'll assign points to the 
bikes, based on how they do with the 
numbers. Naturally, we'll have a 
winner and some losers. 

Then, after all the smoke clears, 
we'll add in the intangibles: how we 
actually liked the various machines 
and how they held up over a period of 
use and abuse. 


Set-up and preparation 

We found the 125s to be very, very 
sensitive to minor changes in jetting 
and even the gas/oil ratio that we ran. 
All of the bikes recommend a 20:1 pre- 
mix; however, many riders run 40 or 
even 50 to 1. The reasons for this are 
clear. Some of the bikes tend to stick 
rings at the factory-recommended 20:1 
mixture. 

Now, ideally, if the top end of the 
bike was removed frequently, this 
would not be a problem. By frequently, 
we mean after every two or three races. 
Frankly, most riders will not bother to 
do this. We know this from our experi- 
ence in the field. As long as their bike 
is running OK and doesn't sound too 
loose or rattly, they'll leave that top 
end alone. 


Hence, the popularity of the leaner 
gas/oil mixtures. Additionally, we've 
found that (as a rule] the bikes were 
faster with less oil in the gas. Tempera- 
ture checks on dynos have shown that 
a 20:1 mixture of Castro] R ran cooler 


than a 12:1 mixture, and that a 32:1 
mixture ran far cooler than the 20:1. At 
40:1, we pulled more ponies than at 
20:1. 

During the testing of our 125s, we 
ran Yamalube R at a 40:1 ratio, usually 
in Mobil premium gasoline. When we 
did this, we found that each and every 
test bike ran slightly rich at the bottom 
end or in the mid-range. All of the 
bikes were comparatively easy to dial 
in, with usually no more than a quarter- 
turn on the air screw for the very 
bottom rpm and leaning out the needle 
position one or two notches for the 
transition to mid-range. All main jets, 
with the exception of the Honda, were 
leaned one size after the low end and 
the mid-range corrections were made. 

By the end of the test, we had the 
bikes running as well as they were go- 
ing to run, in stock condition. The 
Honda and the Suzuki proved to be the 


most sensitive to minor jetting changes. 


Whenever we hear a rider complain 
that his RM doesn't pull hard at the 
mid-range, most often it can be traced 
to the jetting being off just enough to 
make the engine hesitate, yet not 
enough to make it burp and stumble. 

That sensitivity of carburetion in the 
Elsinore can be a genuine problem if 
major jetting changes at the mid-range 
are required. There is no replaceable 
needle jet. What you get is what you're 
stuck with. The limitations of jetting 
are restricted to moving the needle up 
and down, and changing the main and 
the pilot jet. 

Fortunately, the DB offices and 
testing grounds are not in Denver, so 
we were able to get the Elsinore run- 
ning cleanly on the 40:1. Still, we 
found out something very interesting 


from Senior Tester Jim Connolly. Jim 
runs an experimental machine shop 
and, after a number of modifications, 
found out that the taper of the needle 
was way off for best results at mid- 
range. He took the stock needle and 
turned it down in a lathe to a new taper 
and the engine came alive. It was al- 
most as if the Honda was a different 
engine with his needle. We'd recom- 
mend this as the single most effective 
modification you can make to your 
bike. You must send Jim your needle 
(taped to a sturdy piece of cardboard in 
a stamped, self-addressed envelope], 
and he'll shape it. Allow 2% weeks 
for the job. 


CONNOLLY PRODUCTS 
1851 A Torrance Blvd. 
Torrance, California 90501 
Cost: $10.00 


Suspension detailing 

We did not change the oil that came 
in any of the forks for the first month of 
riding. Then, we used fresh quality 
fork oil, as directed in the manuals. We 
achieved good fork action on the 
Suzuki, Yamaha and Kawasaki, just by 
playing with the air pressure. The 
Honda had no provisions for air adjust- 
ability, but there should be caps on the 
market even as we write this. If none 
are available, check out the May issue 
of DB (Cheap Fork Tricks) and find out 
how you can make your own. 

At the rear, we found that the con- 
ventional Kawasaki and Suzuki KYB 
shocks were adjustable at preload with- 
out any major problem. Changing the 
rebound damping on the Suzuki shocks 
demanded removal and partial dis- 
assembly. 

The Yamaha had a large range of ad- 
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justability on the mono, but was a bit 
short on usable travel. We also en- 
countered some fade on the mono at 
about the 20-minute mark. 

Adjusting the rear suspension on the 
Elsinore was vexing. No matter what 
spring rate we played with, the com- 
pression stroke consistently felt too 
heavy on damping. We never could get 
pleased with the Honda shocks. 
They're Showa units and, unfortunate- 
ly, poor in operation. 

An interesting side note on the 
Honda. Later on, when we changed the 
rear shocks, the forks felt much better. 
It’s a known fact that the action at the 
rear affects the front, and vice versa. 

Our changes in preload and air 
pressure gave the various machines 
different handling traits, as can be ex- 
pected. One can take a bike that turns 
sluggishly, and by increasing the pre- 
load at the rear, raising the fork tubes 
up in the triple clamps a bit and lower- 
ing the air pressure in the forks a few 
pounds, make a bike turn worlds 
better. 


The ratings 

Our first chart is one that gives a 
rating based on the hard, cold numbers. 
The bike with the most (or least, if it's 
weight or price), gets the most points. 
We assigned a mandatory 10 point 
must system. The winner gets 10 
points and every other bike gets propor- 
tionally less, depending on its numbers. 
Ties are acceptable. 


As you can see from the chart, taking 
just the statistics as a guideline, the 
Yamaha emerges as the winner. How- 
ever, there’s far more to a shootout 
than stats. We included this chart to 
show you how ''facts and figures’’ can 
be distorted. 


Of particular interest is the avail- 
ability of parts. We arrived at this rating 
in a reasonably rational manner. We 
called 10 major cities throughout the 
U.S. and, without giving our names, 
asked them if they had a certain num- 
ber of common parts in stock, and if 
not, how soon they could get them. We 
chose the same parts for all bikes, and 
asked for pistons, rings, etc. 

Based on the feedback we got from 
the various parts departments, we can 
safely say that it shouldn't be too hard 
to find Yamaha parts almost anywhere, 
and Suzuki parts would be almost as 
easy to acquire. Honda dealers either 
were totally stocked, or showed a 
marked disinterest in dirt parts. It 
would probably depend on whether the 
Honda dealer in an area was primarily a 
street- or a dirt-oriented shop. 

We had the most ''Sorry. We don't 
have any'' replies from the Kawasaki 
dealers, but found a few genuinely en- 
thused dealers. It would pay to check 
out your local Kawasaki dealer in ad- 
vance, if you're considering a KX. 
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SPECIFICATION POINT RATING CHART. 
NOTE: — Points are from 1 to 10, with 10 being the highest. 
The highest rated bike will get 10 points, with the others downrated in order. 


Honda Kawasaki Suzuki Yamaha Points 
H- 9.8 
Travel, Front End 10.0 in. 9.8 in 11.2 in 9.8 in K- 9.2 
£.yY:.:.:.— — S-10.0 
9.8 pts 9.2 pts 10.0 pts 9.2 pts Y- 9.2 
H-10.0 
Travel, Rear End 11.0 in. 9.8 in. 11.0 in 9.06 in K- 9.2 
M — mm 0000 R00 nm S-10.0 
10.0 pts 9.2 pts 10.0 pts 8.8 pts Y- 8.8 
H- 8.9 
Weight, Dry 201 Ibs 190 Ibs 187 Ibs 194 Ibs K- 9.8 
.£..5 — —— S-10.0 
8.9 pts 9.8 pts 10.0 pts. 9.5 pts Y- 9.5 
` H- 9.5 
Price, Suggested Retail (or $1275 $1275to $1259 $1257 K- 9.0 
Approximate Normal Retail) $1295 S- 9.9 
M 000 o —— Y-10.0 

9.5 pts 9.0 pts. 9.9 pts. 10.0 pts. 
20.9 at 20.2at 21.0at 21.4 at H- 9.6 
Horsepower, Actual 10,000 rpm 10,000 rpm 10,200 rpm 10,600 rpm K- 9.2 
(Maximum) Jaime eal ig ES ME L ern 3 |) te PITE A NSS ən S- 9.7 
9.6 pts. 9.2 pts. 9.7 pts. 10.0 pts. Y-10.0 
H- 7.9 
Parts Prices K- 8.3 
(Based On Dealer Queries) 7.9 8.3 8.3 10.0 S- 8.3 
Y-10.0 
Availability of Parts H- 9.2 
(Based on 10 Random Calls K- 7.0 
Placed to Major Cities 9.2 7.0 9.4 10.0 S- 9.4 
Throughout U.S.) Y-10.0 

Totals 64.9 61.7 .67.3 67.5 


Many Kawasaki shops seem to be 
mostly into Zs and touring, or high- 
performance street. Of course, with the 
emergence of the new KX line, this 
could improve dramatically. After all, 
Kawasaki is relatively new at this game 
and this is only their second serious 
effort at a motocrosser. 

To get a ballpark figure of the average 
parts price situation, we added up the 
prices of all parts and ended up with 
another Yamaha winner. This tends to 
indicate that it will be cheaper to own 
and operate a YZ125 over a long period 
of time, all other things being equal. 
Some of the disparities between parts 
was eye-opening. One example would 
be the countershaft sprocket for the 
Kawasaki going for over $16, while the 
Yamaha c/s sprocket retails for a mere 
$5.50. 

To give you an idea of some basic 


parts differential, we've included a 
comparison chart of some of the more 
common items a dealer would nor- 
mally stock on his shelf. Try as we 
might, we could get no official prices 
for the KX125A-5 version. Those prices 
listed are for the A-4, which is the ' 78 
model. Some dealers stuck to the '78 
prices, while others were a bit higher. 

Once we got past the collection of 
statistics, we got heavily into personal 
evaluations. Our ratings on the 
TESTERS' EVALUATION SCALE are, 
we feel, the most critical. This is what 
our riders actually thought about the 
machines. 

We've broken the evaluations down 
into various categories, based on many 
hours of riding time. In addition to 
questioning our own testers, we also 
talked to many riders at various tracks 
about their experiences with their own 


PARTS PRICES — APPROXIMATE RETAIL 


Part 


€————————————————————————————— — 


Piston Assembly, Complete 

Rings Only 

Cylinder Barrel 

Shift Lever 

Brake Pedal 

Front Sprocket 

Crankshaft Assembly, Complete 
Most Expensive Gear In Transmission 


Rod, Connecting 


Head 
*1974 A-4 Price. 


Honda Kawasaki Suzuki Yamaha 
36.50 *26.42 31.94 22.62 
6.50 *11.52 10.30 6.00 
119.25 *87.00 83.33 82.77 
9.70 *18.05 7.86 4.92 
19.10 *19.10 9.27 7.28 
10.20 *16.80 7.95 5.50 
89.68 *77.96 94.18 69.00 
26.82 *16.10 14.89 16.50 
14.73 *27.78 13.03 13.12 

(rod only) (complete) (rodonly) (rod only) 
35.19 *32.76 39.79 24.00 


tin 


particular bikes. More often than not, 
they matched our opinions closely. 

Take a look at the TESTERS’ 
EVALUATION CHART and compare 
numbers, remembering that 10 is the - 
highest. After that, we'll go.over each 
area and explain just why we assigned 
the numbers that we did. 


FORKS: QUALITY OF OPERATION 

—We chose the RM as the clear winner 
‘here, because of the superior action of 
the fork stroke, both in compression 
and rebound. While the Honda had 
very long travel, the Elsinore forks 
proved harsh. on stutter-bumps and 
flexed a great deal. Too, there is no pro- 
vision for air adjustment on the Honda, 
which gave it a lower rating than the 
Kawasaki and the Yamaha. Both of 
those bikes had decent forks and were 
adjustable over a wide range of 
conditions. 

REAR SUSPENSION: QUALITY OF 
OPERATION — Again, the nod must go 
to the Suzuki. Most riders will be able 
to race the RM, as is, without purchas- 
ing accessory shocks. Riders who auto- 
matically take them off and stick 'em 
on the shelf are making a mistake. 

We felt that the action of the rear end 
of the KX was excellent. Some of the 
very first KXs that dribbled into the 
U.S. had KYB shocks that were sprung 
too heavily and had excessive rebound 
damping, but the ones out now are in 
the ballpark. A change of shocks will 
only be required if the rider must have 
more travel. Actually, on most 125 
tracks around (except at the National 
level), the shocks on the KX would do 
nicely. Both the KX and the RM have 
handsomely crafted aluminum swing- 
arms and will not require an accessory 
arm of any sort, unless the rider desires 
to change the handling characteristics 
radically. 

We felt that the YZ could use a bit 
more travel and a heavier mono spring 
for most riders, most of the time. 
There are more than a few kits and res- 
ervoirs available at fairly low prices. 


With the Honda, the rider is going to 
have to think about not only accessory 
shocks, but a stronger swingarm as 
well. Even though the stock swingarm 
is a heavy piece of steel, it twists badly 
under side loads and encourages tossed 
chains. There are a few accessory arms 
on the market, with the DG brand 
coming readily to mind. 

Those Honda shocks must be re- 
placed. Ohlins are favored by riders on 
the National circuit, as well as the 
popular Fox Air units. Either way, 
though, you're looking at a $300-plus 
investment. A lower-cost choice for 
the rider on a budget might be a set of 
gas Girlings, or Girlings with 
reservoirs. 

ACCELERATION: BASIC DRAG 
RACE TO FIRST TURN—Most of the 
times, with most of the riders, the RM 


: TESTERS' EVALUATION CHART 


Point Rating Chart, Based on Testers' Evaluation 
Scale: 1 to 10, With 10 Being the Highest 


Honda Kawasaki Suzuki Yamaha 
Forks: Quality Of Operation 8.2 9.0 10.0 8.8 
Rear Suspension: Quality of Operation 6.0 9.4 10.0 - 8.2 
Acceleration: Basic Drag Race To First Turn 8.5 : 9.8 10.0 8.5 
Usable Power/Flexibility of Powerband 9.0 10.0 9.4 9.6 
Turning Capabilities 7.4 10.0 9.2 9.7 
Stability At High Speed Over Rough Ground 6.2 9.2 10.0 8.8 
Shifting Quality/Ease Of Shifting 10.0 7.0 10.0 10.0 
Durability/Based On Problems Encountered 9.9 7.8 9.5 10.0 
Chassis And Suspension Flex 7.0 10.0 10.0 9.5 
Ease of Maintenance, Includes Basic 
Fitter Cleaning, Etc. 9.0 10.0 9.0 10.0 
Attention To Detail 9.3 9.6 10.0 9.3 
Comfort And Layout Of Controls 10.0 8.8 10.0 10.0 
Starting Ease 10.0 9.3 8.0 9.0 
Tires: Quality of Performance 
Over Varying Conditions 7.0 10.0 9.0 8.0 
Ease of Riding, Includes Fatigue Factor 
And Skill Level Required To Ride 9.2 9.8 9.4 10.0 
_ Braking: Quality of Performance 10.0 9.2 9.0 .9.0 
Effectiveness, Stone Stock 7.1 9.4 10.0 9.0 
TOTAL POINTS 143.80 158.30 162.50 157.40 


was first into the first turn. Surprising- 
ly, not very far behind was the 
Kawasaki. In fact, in deep sand, the 
Kaw will run right along with the RM. 

It was a trade-off between the YZ and 
the CR, depending on rider skill and 
the condition of the terrain. The rear 
tire on the Yamaha was a poor piece of 
rubber and let the YZ spend most of its 
time spinning wildly. The Elsinore was 
hard to get cleanly off the line, but 
seemed to hook up better than the YZ. 

USABLE POWER/FLEXIBILITY OF 
POWERBAND —This means the 
broadness of the engine's power out- 
put. Here, we gave the Kawasaki the 
nod, simply because it pulled harder 
and earlier than the rest of the field. 
You could short-shift the KX and it 
would pull the next higher gear clean 
and hard. 

While the Suzuki had more correct 
power than the YZ, the YZ got a 
slightly higher rating because it was 
easier to use the power it did have. You 
just dialed it to the max and shifted 
your brains out, over-revving the YZ 
without losing time, whenever 
necessary. 

Our Honda didn't have any sudden 
surges in the power buildup and did ac- 
tually have a very flexible and broad 
curve. However, there was just too 
much time required for the power to 
build up to where the bike would pull 
strongly and, often, riders would ex- 
perience a slight lag between gears. 

TURNING CAPABILITIES—How 
they worked in the turns. Here, we 

gave the nod once again to the green 
KX. It was low-slung (perhaps too low 


for dangling feet), and the front end bit 
nicely. The KX worked well on tight, 
twisty turns and high-speed sweepers. 

We would have rated the YZ higher, 
if the bike had come stock with a better 
rear tire. With that stock tire, the rear 
end would often swing wildly out 
when under power. We cured this later 
with a massive 4.75x18 Goodyear. 
Front-end bite on the YZ-was excellent 
and line-picking accuracy in the turns 
was high. 

Some might be surprised that we 
didn't rate the RM higher in this cate- 
gory. The RM can be made to turn, but 
the bike is so tall and long-legged, that 
a great deal of effort is required. The 
RM rider will be happier hunting 
berms, rather than trying to carve a 
tight, inside line. 

Much of the blame for the low 
cornering score of the Honda must go 
to the selection of tires, front and rear, 
and the odd 23-inch front rim. Lateral 
traction was poor, in our opinion, and 
the Elsinore tended to wiggle out wide 
in the corners, when placed under 
power. 

We had the opportunity to ride a CR 
with a 21-inch front wheel (Metzeler- 
shod), with slightly shorter shocks at 
the rear, and it'was a cornering dream. 
Honda really should have taken this 
approach, we feel. 

STABILITY AT HIGH SPEEDS 
OVER ROUGH GROUND 一 All we did 
for this category of the testing was to 
go as fast as we possibly could on the 
nastiest, bumpiest straight we could 
find... and then hang on to the bike 
and see what it did. (Continued) 
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Honda CR125R Elsinore 


ENGINE TYPE ... Single-cylinder, two-stroke, 
Mtm əə rs MAC E MERE reed valve 


HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED BY FACTORY): 
Ə eee ə ə 24 at 9500 rpm 
CARBURETION .............. 32mm Keihin 


METUIT t fer ə ə mə rl Saral si? 155 
Needle iet ............ Fixed, not adiustable 
8t noedia; 7. ə ə mənə əmə Standard 

(eS IDEE ya R ITE TERT T OTLIT 60 


SlideiriumD6ern i, sese alg er x ku spera 2.5 
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE .. Premium 一 
Ate CRDI ER Teen s is 92 to 100 octane rating 
RECOMMENDED OIL (MFR.) ....... Honda 
a Ss RR qe UL EUM San DNE two-cycle oil 
FUELTANK CAPACITY ........... 6.5 liters 
ME I S COURS UI əə (1.72 U.S. gallons) 
FUEL TANK MATERIAL ......... Aluminum 
GAS/OIEGRATIOE ipe einas rash 20:1 
CUBRICATION SSS: sates i extr Pre-mix 
OIL CAR ACI suyu SQ sri N/A 


AIR FILTRATION .. . .. Oiled foam 
GIUTGCHTYPE? ug nn tas Wet, multi-plate 
TRANSMISSION .. Six-speed, constant mesh 
GEARBOX RATIOSE a Ee eue ae 


COP GOC D aye ıl E 2.538:1 
2 ors es d GSCI Ss tu «co M PAM 1.875:1 
dea RSS Sau VER eines əsa ER 1.556:1 
AA a a rl Fra s aber i.e ott 1.300:1 
2 E ES NAGS che Sende e esti sə sə? 1.136:1 
TYP eq Grated DV HO ROE 1.000:1 
GEARING, FRONT/REAR ........... 13/51 
IGNITION ae 
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM? 


CD EIS ə B9EV, Champion N-59G 
SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR/QUALITY: 
Tou a D ETE EST Silencer only, average 


EXHAUST SYSTEM ....High-pipe, right side 
FRAME, TYPE ......... Chrome moly, single 
dese aueh iv E a: s Or downtube, split cradle 
WHEELBASE ......... 1420mm (55.9 inches) 
GROUND CLEARANCE ............ 355mm 
i Sa ARTA T eU NN GIA ns A R3 (14.0 inches) 
SEAT HEIGHT AT TANK ........... 935m 
EA FEE sp CAT (36.8 İnğhəs) 
STEERING HEAD ANGLE ....... 28 degrees 
RAIL yen Sa nhau; 133mm (5.2 inches) 
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLON GAS ......... 
Atem t E ean Sh edis voe 206.8 pounds 
RIM MATERIAL ................ Aluminum 
TARESIZES 37: AN Ls rine a sik eroi E a 
Fiofit- . 2... 3.00x23 knobby (Claw Action 
fedis itis Yade det d ats n pattern lugs) 
Real. sə 4.00x18 knobby (Clavv Action 
DOE CITIES NOR mər pattern lugs) 
SUSPENSION enne t trei rms anne 


Front, type and travel . . . Telescopic, forward 
Ted mg zs T ANUS 2 axle, 11.0 inches 


Rear, type and travel ...... Swingarm, slant 
Rə dəsi T shocks, 11.0 inches 
INTENDED USE, MFR.......... Motocross, 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN .............. apan 
PRICE. APPROX Sy coarse veh $1275 
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS ..... 
Piston assembly, complete .......... $36.50 
Rings ev Verve aU Rabies 2 vue $6.70 
Cylinder ...$119.25 (Note: This is 1978 price. 
RRS MESES eod 1979 price N/ A.) 
ShiftileVers- cscs s weeps IPUNUES YES $9.70 
Brake pedal. v; sirio sessed mnes $19.10 
Erontisprocket ^e S eee re mesi te! eis $10.20 
DISTRIBUTOR iir abad kr ei gets 


American Honda Motor Co., Inc 
100 West Alondra Blvd. 
Gardena, California 
OVERALL RATING, FROM 0 TO 100, 
VARIOUS CATEGORIES, KEEPING 
INTENDED USE OF MACHINE IN MIND: 
Handige essit wakaqa s tere tese area ove səfə 40 
SUSDƏHSİOTL... ə mrs səmə 77 seris sabes 60 
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1979 Kawasaki KX125 A-5 


ENGINE TYPE ....... Air-cooled, two-stroke 
MESE EDO GASES A single, reed valve 
BORE AND STROKE ..... 56.0mm x 50.6mm 
DISPLACEMENT ................... 124cc 
HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED BY FACTORY): 
haw s s dri seine shee CAO 26.9 at 10,500 rpm 
CARBURETION..... Mikuni VM32SS, 32mm 
FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING: 
Mainijet%% 2 Sato Sanco ete etic əəə 150 
Raedis era mr Sa + dere eed Tie 6H43 
Jetneedie i5, YE Ta a e Sue Ta PO 
Pilotijet' zu w aaa e RE citi s 25 
Slide NUMBER 59. ua səsdə minii 3 
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE ..Premiu: ‘95 
MESI EE E M otis Od octane plus 
RECOMMENDED OIL (MFR.) ......... N/A 
FUEL TANK CAPACITY: 8 liters (2.1 gallons) 


GAS/OILRATIO A 135 Su eigen xə 20:1 
LUBRICATION ........... Pre-mix, oil in gas 
OIL CAPACITY: reete Gane səsə N/A 
AIR FILTRATION ... Oiled foam in still-air box 
CLUTCH TYPE Sint toe Multi-disc, wet 
TRANSMISSION .. Six-speed, constant mesh 
GEARBOX RATIOS ...................... 


desi Dae ideas eee 2:00 (32/16) 
YEO rie ul defe etate e es eL 1.63 (26/16) 
DB cedes di enn ge E S SE 1.33 (24/18) 
全 1.15 (23/20) 
R ə ti 1.00 (21/21) 
CAN e DOO S Hi on 0.91 (20/22) 
GEARING: FRONT/REAR 0... ..:.. 14/60 
IGNITION .................. Electronic CDI 
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM? ............ Yes 


RECOMMENDED SPARK PLUG: NGK B9EV 

SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR/QUALITY: 
E SRO COSES əsi Silencer only, a bit loud 
rare High-pipe, through 
EE E E cede tates fei eee N eds okt Sierra frame 
. . Single downtube, split 


GROUND CLEARANCE: 325mm (12.8 inches) 


SEAT HEIGHT ATTANK ......... 36 inches 
STEERING HEAD ANGLE ....... 29 degrees 
TRAÀIE ə TP Sra x: 125mm (4.9 inches) 
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLON GAS........ 

“ron e 198 pounds/190 pounds dry 
RIM MATERIAL ........... Aluminum alloy 
TRESİZES Xəz. dere here Efe E wer 

Frontas ene oec Tun dew 3.00x21 knobby 

Rear; sə də Saas 4.00x18 knobby 
SUSPENSION; x əə əə sane ated aa ee 


Front, type and travel . . . Telescopic, forward 
Mu ee tae MEC axle, air/oil, 9.8 inches 
Rear, type and travel ... Swingarm, laydown 
MO EE gas/oil shocks, 9.8 inches 
INTENDED USE, MFR .. Motocross, off-road 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN ... us 
PRICE, APPROX. 5o con teenies: 
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEARITEMS ..... 
Note: prices are for the A-4. No prices 
available yet on the A-5. 


Piston assembly, complete.......... $26.42 
BMGS Or t rane nea afe $11.52 
Cylinder aa a aac amer t Te p A $87.00 
Shift lavon ce sulan eigo Tox rur $18.05 


Brake:pedal" 2... s mies əə s $20.34 

ErOntiSDrOCketz- a5... 1 0E s uama $16.80 
DISTRIBUTOR Mikes screenees L. 

Kawasaki Motor Com. 

1062 McGaw 

Santa Ana, California 92705 
OVERALL RATING, FROM 0 TO 100, 
VARIOUS CATEGORIES, KEEPING. 
INTENDED USE OF MACHINE IN MIND: 
Handling tic: ademas dete 92 
SUSPENSION! «sero estes estos Sə 


FUEL TANK MATERIAL ............ Plastic. 


Not surprisingly, the RM125 abso- 
lutely thrived on this. Mostly because 
of the superior suspension, riders were 
able to ignore the bumps and concen- 
trate on picking the most efficient 
lines. In deep whoopdies, the RM 
would be a very hard bike to beat, 
riding skills being equal. 

The KX also did an admirable job 
here, but the odd forward location of 
the pegs made the rider assume a 
standing position... one that was not 
relaxing. At speed, the suspension 
worked well, with no surprises. The 
slightly shorter travel of the KX over 
the RM did not appear to be much of a 
handicap. 

If the YZ had a bit more travel [and a 
higher spring rate), it might have fared 
better in this category. As it was, the 
YZ tended to hunt and wiggle a bit as it 
made forward progress. Occasionally, 
the rear end would take a nasty hop 
when the maximum trave] was used. 

We rated the Honda last because it 
had a nasty habit of shaking its head 
when coming down off power, after a 
high-speed run. It was a bad enough 
shake to demand that the rider hold on 
with all his might to prevent the quiver 
from turning into a full-fledged tank- 
slapper. 

On rolling bumps, the rear end of the 
Elsinore took the bumps in a reason- 
able fashion, but the square-edged ruts 
kicked the rear end harshly up and 
buried the forks badly. Weight had to 
be kept well back to maintain control 
of the CR in a true banzai run. 


SHIFTING QUALITY/EASE OF . 
SHIFTING—Three bikes gathered 
maximum points from the testers here, 
with the Kawasaki being downgraded 
severely for a reluctance to upshift 
under power and an increasingly sticky 
shifting problem. It just didn’t want to 
change gears without punching it hard 
with the boot tip. 

If we had to nit-pick, we'd have to 
give the Honda a slight edge in shifting 
ease over the Suzuki and the YZ, but 
no one cared for the short, stubby lever 
on the Honda. It had a tendency to dig 
into a rider's foot. A cure is simple, 
though, as any number of other levers 
will slip over the existing shift shaft. 

We received reports from no less 
than a half-dozen KX owners, that they 
had gearbox problems on their 
Kawasakis. Kawasaki seems to be 
aware of the need to upgrade the 
gearbox and is working on 
improvements at this moment. 

DURABILITY, BASED ON 
PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED-—A per- 
fect 10.0 was given to the YZ because it 
just ran and ran and ran. All we did was 
put gas in it and ride it. Not even one 
spoke broke during the testing/riding 
period. 

The Honda was also a pillar of virtue, 
with the exception of a chain guide 


that fatigue-cracked late in the test. 
Spokes loosened up in the 23-inch front 
wheel with regularity, but none broke. 

We placed the Suzuki third because 
of the fragile nature of the deeply 
valenced fenders. They cracked easily, 
possibly because they were too strong. 
Where the Honda plastic flexed, the 
Suzuki plastic stayed rigid and broke. 
We also bent both footpeg pins during 
normal use and cracked and lost the 
nylon roller on top of the swingarm. 

The kickstarter showed deep gouges 
where it made contact with the right- 
side peg. We constantly lost the side 
panel screws, even though we tight- 
ened them until they squeaked. Loctite 
is a must here. One motor mount bolt 
broke during a routine tightening 
session. Decals looked scruffy very 
quickly. 

Our test KX was rated fourth strictly 
because of the increased difficulty in 
shifting. Decals fell off almost immedi- 
ately. Other than that, the KX gave us 
no problems at all. 

CHASSIS AND SUSPENSION FLEX 
—The bike with the most massive fork 
tubes proved to be the winner in this 
category: the RM sported 38mm legs 
from the sturdy triple clamps. No flex 
was felt in the nifty extruded alumi- 
num swingarm. The entire package felt 
tight and taut. 

If the Kawasaki had the same travel 
as the RM, it might have some flex 
problems with its 36mm fork tubes, 
but for the 9.8 inches of fork travel, the 
tubes do the job just fine. Like the RM, 
the KX has a very strong aluminum 
swingarm that appeared to be virtually 
flex-free. 

We downrated the YZ slightly from 
the RM and the KX, not because of any 
wiggle in the suspension, but rather be- 
cause of an indefinable ''give'' in the 
frame that seems to be characteristic of 
the monoshock design. We had to 
tighten the steering head bearings on 
the YZ more than on any of the other 
bikes. 

We have already mentioned the 
swingarm flex. Additional flex was felt 
from the long 37mm fork tubes. This 
might be what.causes the head-shaking 
when decelerating on bumpy ground. 
The Elsinore would benefit greatly 


“from 38mm fork tubes and heftier 


triple clamps. 


EASE OF MAINTENANCE—Most 
common day-to-day wrenching and 
cleaning was taken into consideration. 
The Yamaha and the Kawasaki came 
out on top, mostly because of the ease 
of filter removal and reinstallation. 

Even though the Honda and the 
Suzuki got the same points, we found 
the Honda fractionally easier to live 
with than the RM. With the Suzy, you 
have to wedge and jam the filter down 
into an air box, and making sure that 

(Continued on page 58) 


1979 Suzuki RM125N 


ENGINE TYPE ... Tvvo-stroke, single-cylinder, 

POR ANUS CAT. CERTI S E REC power reed 
BORE AND STROKE ..... 54.0mm x 54.0mm 
DISPLACEMENT E 7. e exire 123cc 


HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED BY FACTORY): 
a ake SR E ORARE Rr aS 26.5 at 10,750 rpm 

CARBURETION .... Mikuni, VM32SS, 32mm 
FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING: 
Main Jet Sa ccd əə əə ə E Eee e a Ne Leve dis! 250 
Needle jet 
Jet needle 


Pilot et”: 2 

Slidemumbe sic e eras terere e ure olak em 3.0 
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE ..... Premium 
RECOMMENDED OIL (MFR.): Suzuki C.C.1. 
FUEL TANK-CAPACITY ........... 6.5 liters 

PERSE OI ərə əə Sər ə > W =e (1.7 gallons) 
FUELTANK MATERIAL ............ Plastic 
GAS/OIDRATIO! Tum: 20:1 
LUBRICATION i sore cen Pre-mix 
OIL CAPACITAG e sae e eee N/A 
AIR FILTRATION ...Oiled polyurethane foam 
CLUTCH TYPE s> eret Wet, multi-plate 


TRANSMISSION: Six-speed, constant mesh 
GEARBOX RATIOS Tris cere TT əslin 
Mu Rett o m DD 2.333 (28/ 12) 


2 Ia wi ZA oa A foi ii 1.750 (24/ 17) 
gione EE OE E S E OAA RE 1.411 (25/21) 

qoxu zə RE A 1.190 (25/21) 

Ba E a NE, 1.045 (23/ 22) 

l.ə R Ue OAA 0.956 (22/ 23) 
IGNITION ;; 72; pss: Suzuki P.E.I. (Pointless 
sie ce UL Do eve fe Py ALSO Electronic Ignition) 
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM? ............ Yes 
RECOMMENDED SPARK PLUG ...... NGK 


YAZSA B9EV or Nippondenso VV27ES-G 
SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR/QUALITY: 
AT een tees : Silencer only, average for racer 


EXHAUST SYSTEM ....High-pipe, right side 
FRAME, TYPE ........... Single downtube, 

D LEUR IER cic ERE split cradle, chrome moly 
WHEELBASE ......... 1440mm (56.7 inches) 
GROUND CLEARANCE: 320mm (12.6 inches) 
SEAT HEIGHT AT TANK ........... 920mm 

EE a meee ae o (36.2 inches) 
STEERING HEAD ANGLE ....... 30 degrees 
TRAIL: ə əsəsən 133mm (5.24 inches) 


VVEIGHT VVITH-ONE GALLON GAS......... 
Sas e 89.5 kg. (197 pounds) — 85 kg dry 


rM ə Ha Si Me OA (187 pounds) 
RIM MATERIAL ........... Aluminum alloy 
TIRESI ZES 2 a SU Aa hore AI canes. 
Pront m. 3.00 x 21 Bridgestone knobby 
(zz SİR ə esses 4.10 x 18 Bridgestone knobby 
SUSPENSİON Mü cee Soe er EMEN F siy 
Front, typeand travel .......... Telescopic, 


ERE Ors fuc 38mm tubes, air/ oil, 11.2 inches 
Rear, type and travel . . Aluminum swingarm, 
ANCUS d ess gas/ oil KYB shocks, 11.0 inches 


INTENDED USE, MFR.......... Motocross, 
Seb SE E aksa eese ENTRADA. off-road racing 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN .............. Japan 
PRIGE-APPROX 2 sun. səl $1279.00 
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS ..... 
Piston assembly, complete .......... $25.17 
RingS;onlyi vs «sem mete 5.9 29785 3 evens $10.30 
CVliDden əə aen Rau jose tenga $83.33 
ShiftleVeb əsir inp eise dns $7.86 
Brake pedals uska daradan s reste $9.27 
DISTRIBUTORS arar sə u gece ores 


U.S. Suzuki Motor Corp. 

13767 Freeway Dr. 

Santa Fe Springs, California 90670 
OVERALL RATING, FROM 0 TO 100, 
VARIOUS CATEGORIES, KEEPING 
INTENDED USE OF MACHINE IN MIND: 
Handling Ri 93 
SUSPENSION | 22. e Trudi tre eens exse as 


1979 Yamaha YZ125F 


ENGINE TYPE ... Single-cylinder, tvvo-stroke, 
o eh vict ND up abi reed induction 
CAM LEE 56 x 50mm 


DISPLACEMENT ... 123cc (7.52 cubic inches) 
HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED BY FACTORY): 


CARBURETION .... Mikuni.32mm (VM32SS) 
FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING: 


Mainijety . a un tem d RR tracer ə 280 
Needlae;jjgt S Ere order N ar T LIS P8 
Jetneedle.« sel 255 ere uae 6F 22-3 
Pilot jet. yz s e quereris soie a T ə 60 
Slide:riUmber aaier i ee verfo e E IS 3.0 


RECOMMENDED GASOLINE ....Premium, 

“ayələrə ə səyə ad ap TRIS 90+ octane rating 
RECOMMENDED OIL (MFR.): Yamalube “R” 
FUEL TANK CAPACITY: 6.1 liters (1.6 gallons) 


FUEL TANK MATERIAL ............ Plastic 
GAS/OILRATIO ..... 20:1 recommended by 

və əə ee factory (Note: vve used 40:1) 
.LUBRICATION........... Oil in gas, pre-mix 
OIL CAPAGCIEY əəə Tə R mala N/A 
AIR FILTRATION... ca su əəə yi Oiled foam 
CLUTCELUYBE fees oer VVet, multi-disc 


TRANSMISSION: Six-speed, constant mesh 
GEARBOX RATIOS ........... . ees irre 


(ER gore TOI PIRE ORIOLES 32/13 (2.461) 
270 T Ges 9 WS 30/16 (1.875) 
QS W atas Yaya y shes isl papers 27/18 (1.500) 
CME Se rns o 00 ego 25/20 (1.250) 
xur EL AE TUUS 24/22 (1.090) 
O eh den aridis ioo ats Dira < 23/23 (1.000) 
GEARING, FRONT/REAR ........... 12/43 
IGNITION etri eai des Hitachi CDI 
'PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM? ............ Yes 


RECOMMENDED SPARK PLUG .......... 
ET e demise exu W agre F Champion N-59G 
SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR/QUALITY: 
UB M dios Silencer, average, as noted 


EXHAUST SYSTEM ..... High-pipe, through 

MO Ec aer is frame, right side 
FRAME TYPE... user Semi-double cradle, 

əd sə a EY Cun chrome moly steel 
VVHEELBASE ......... 1410mm (55.5 inches) 
GROUND CLEARANCE: 290mm (11.4 inches) 
SEAT HEIGHT AT TANK ................. 


IR MP əyən 900mm (35.4 inches) 
STEERING HEAD ANGLE ..... 29.5 degrees 
TRAIL as shot en Dos 128mm (5.0 inches) 
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLON GAS ........ 

"duh Ante t 202 pounds (194 pounds dry) 


RIM MATERIAL ................ Aluminum 
FIRESIZES isa rara amen tede oraa sa 
Eront anə na ai 3.00x21 knobby 
Heap A E E AN. 4.10x18 knobby 
SUSPENSION + «15s omassa a ua cs 


Front, type and travel ... Telescopic, 250mm 

La TOT ese (9.8 inches) forward axle 
. . Monocross, 230mm 
Coat or NOI af M (9.06 inches) 
. Motocross, off- road 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN Japa 
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS ..... 


Piston assembly, complete T $30.68 
MITOS On o ES n pra s ee 47 $6.00 
Cylinder seme asd sua 3 l. Q $82.77 
ShiftlB Vor ce o tene Sarees t Sasa Waa $4.92 
Brake pedal Zl 2 wend -esiden bs oie $7.28 


DISTRIBUTOR: 

Yamaha International 

6600 Orangethorpe 

Buena Park, California 90670 
OVERALL RATING, FROM 0 TO 100, 
VARIOUS CATEGORIES, KEEPING 
INTENDED USE OF MACHINE IN MIND: 
Handling, 2253: qara eran: i ACR 
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Looking For Mr.Goodbore 


HOPPINGUP 
THE XR185 


Trying out Honda's high-performance options... 


and getting a few ideas of our own 
By Paul Clipper 


Back in April (79), we did a full test on 
the Honda XR185. Just in case you 
missed it, in a nutshell we: raved about 
its light weight, applauded its quick- 
ness and good handling, and spoke 
favorably of its four-stroke torque and 
cleanliness. At the time, we had a few 
secret wishes tucked away. One was 
that we wished the XR185 had a little 
more power. The stock motor felt 
really good (don't get us wrong), but a 
little more horsepower would be just 
the thing to get us babbling in our sleep. 
The other wish was that we could get 
one of these bikes in our greasy little 
paws, and see how much we could coax 
out of the motor— just to find out the 
limit of wretched excess we could 
produce. 


It looks like our supplications have 
been heard. 


Just the other day, we went out with 
one of our friends from Honda, we'll 
call him John Row— just to protect 
him, you see, he hates fame—and in 
his possession was, among other 
things, one each Honda XR185 com- 
plete with installed factory hop-up kit! 
Needless to say, after much fumbling 
with leathers and boots and such, we 
took out the kitted bike and thrashed it 
around Texas Canyon for a while. 

It was great! The best way to describe 
the kitted bike is as a mild, but 
well-tuned, 250. It makes all the differ- 
ence in the world. We ran it against the 
stocker, up and down hills and across 
ridges, and this is what we found: The 
kitted bike has gobs more torque. In 
many cases, enough to save us from 
having to downshift on a hairy uphill, 
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dais xut e 2S 


Without the larger accessory pipe, you can’t tell 
the kitted XR from stock. 


How many ponies are hiding in this innocent- 
looking motor? The mind boggles at the 
possibilities. 


Who to call, where to write: 


Powroll Performance Products, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1206 

Bend, Oregon 97701 

(503) 382-6395 


White Bros. Cycle Specialties 
11611 Salinaz Dr. ““M”” 

Garden Grove, California 92643 
(714) 638-1653 


DG Performance Specialties 


1170 Van Horne 
Anaheim, California 92806 
(714) 630-5471 


C&J Frames 

1151 E. Mission Rd. 
Fallbrook, California 92028 
(714) 728-1707 


Champion Frames 

18257 Parthenia St. 
Northridge, California 91325 
(213) 886-1728 


and we didn’t have to shift nearly as 
much in the tight stuff. Also, the bike 
revved out to truly astounding limits 
—just the thing when you don’t want 
to shift, but need a constant driving 
force from the back wheel to keep you 
out of trouble. Not only was the kitted 
bike faster, it was quite a bit easier to 
ride than the stocker—and more fun, 
too. 

The factory high-performance kit 
gets its power from a larger bore: 
194.6cc as compared to the stock 
180.2cc. The kit itself consists of anew 
cylinder, larger piston and rings, a new, 
larger-capacity air box and a more effi- 
cient (yet louder) pipe to improve 
breathing; plus new jetting for the 
standard carb, and various small pieces 
to help them all fit together. In another 
optional form it comes with different 
gearing and chain. For the total kit, in- 
cluding sprockets and chain, the sug- 
gested retail is $304.75. Without the 
gearing change, the price is $209.90. 

The only problem, John said, will be 
the availability of the kits. They'll be 
produced in limited numbers, and only 
checking with your dealer will tell you 
if it will be possible to buy one. What 
about all those folks who want to turn 
their XR into a firebreather, and can't 
get one of the kits, we asked him; are 
they expected to go away disappointed? 
And at this point, John told us that 
Honda was making the kits to show 
what could be done with the XR, and 
not necessarily make a fortune with 
them, so why don't we just show 
everybody who does what, to make the 
XR work better? Righto! 

Currently, there are a few companies 


[1 


marketing parts to make the XRs more 
exciting. Powroll Performance Prod- 
ucts, a company that has been making 
hop-up parts for four-strokes since the 
beginning of measured time, is at the 
top of the list with all manner of parts. 
They can stroke the 185 (lengthen the 
piston stroke with a modified crank], 
or bore it to displacements of 199 or 
198cc, respectively, which is nice if 
you want to stay within AMA legal 
limits. But, if you want to go all the 
way, they can do both to your engine 
and bring it out to 218cc, and at the 
time we talked to them, they were try- 
ing to hog it out farther. These folks are 
admirably crazy! They are also working 
on a cam for the XR, for a hot yet 
rideable powerband, and can do porting 
work on the head to increase the flow. 
They also have a pipe and Super Trapp 
silencer combination, and although 
nothing was mentioned, we would sus- 
pect that they will have carb kits avail- 
able in the future. Their prices are 
reasonable, and they are able and 
willing to go as far as you want. Write 
them, or give them a call, for prices and 
more information. 

White Brothers Cycle Specialties 
didn't waste any time coming out with 
parts for the XR—they had suspension 
parts on the shelf before we even got a 
test bike. An alloy swingarm for the 
185 is available for $159.95. It is two 
pounds lighter than stock, one inch 
longer, comes complete with bearings 
and uses all the stock hardware. For 
another $100, they will fix you up with 
a set of Curnutt or S&W FE-series 
shocks, dialed in complete with 
springs. Terry fork kits are also avail- 
able from White Bros., for $39. Both 
suspension improvements increase the 
wheel travel, by the way, and are the 
hot setup for a breathed-on 185. 

White Brothers will also be happy to 
sell you a Super Trapp exhaust system, 
for $47.50, that uses the stock head 
pipe (a larger-diameter pipe gives no 
increase in power), and they also make 
them for XLs. For maximum power, 
they have a megaphone kit for $19.95. 
Last, but not least, they have Mikuni 
carb kits for the bikes—a 32mm Mik 
with a Magura or Whirlpull throttle, 
for $79.95 and $86.95, depending on 
the throttle. 

White Bros. soon will have a com- 
plete line of motor hop-up parts—call 
or write for more info. 

Let's see now; DG Performance has a 
pipe available for the bike, air fork caps 
that will fit, and are thinking about 
bringing out a few more items—call 
them for details. 

And if you're into going all the way 
with a frame kit, C&J Frames and 
Champion Frames both have good 
products that have a long and excellent 
reputation. They'd be happy to hear 
from you. À 

The more we look at all that can be 


done with the little XR, the more our 
mouths water, so I guess we're going to 
have to put one together. We wouldn't 
let John go home with the stocker the 
other day. We told him we needed it for 
a research project, and I guess that's 
what it's going to be. We're pretty sure 
that they're not going to recognize it 
when they finally get it back, but in the 
meantime, we're going to figure out 
what works best on the 185, short of 
putting it in a frame. 
In no certain order, we will try to: 
* Build the suspension up to a com- 
petition standard, 
* Raise the power output without go- 
ing to an overbore or stroker job, 
* Bore and/or stroke it to produce 


“Clean Air Combo” 


Clean air for your engine, that’s 
what Bel-Ray’s combination of Foam 
Air Filter Oil and Waterproof 
Grease give you. For years racers 
have relied on the “Clean Air 
Combo” for ultimate protection, 
even under the most adverse 
conditions. 

Foam Air Filter Oil works with 
your filter to trap dirt, sand and dust 
before they can enter your engine 
and cause severe damage. Bel-Ray 
Foam Air Filter Oil is easy to apply, 


maximum power—complete with a 
cam and head work, if necessary, 

* Reduce weight (!), and work on the 
little details to make the XR even 
more ridable than it already is. | 
This is going to take some time, and 

will most likely stretch over a few 

months. Should be fun, though. All 
along the way, we will keep track of 
the expenses, and if a cheaper way of 
doing something will produce the de- 
sired result, then that's the way we'll 

go. We're not going to do anything im- 

practical, or unnecessary (no 12 inches 

of suspension]. We're just going to 
build a good, fast, middleweight en- 
duro bike. In part one, we'll figure out 

how. O 
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repels water and will not gum up or 
clog when wet. 

Apply Waterproof Grease on filter 
edges to form a complete protective 
seal. It will not wash away and keeps 
working and protecting under all 
conditions. Bel-Ray Waterproof 
Grease also lubricates and protects 
bearings, bushings and chassis 
lubrication points. 

Bel-Ray manufactures a complete 
line of Total Performance 
Lubricants. 


"THE WORLD'S FASTEST MOTORCYCLE LUBRICANTS” 


FORALL OILED FOAM 
AIR FIETER ELEMENTS 


MENIS 32 FLUID OZ, 
2 QMS LITERS 


Send $1.00 for brochure and decals. 


TOTAL 
PERFORMANCE 
LUBRICANTS 
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Honda XL125S 


TRAIL-WORN 
| &ROAD-WEARY 


Getting that way can be a lot of fun 
By the Dirt Bike Staff 


In the world of dual-purpose bikes, 
Honda has always stood out as the 
maker of the most hassle-free line on 
the market. Way back when the earth’s 
crust was still cooling, Honda was 
building the SL-series bikes. A four- 
stroke with dubious handling qualities 
wasn't everyone's idea of what a com- 
petition motorcycle should be, but all 
could agree on one thing: No matter 
what happened, that back wheel would 
not stop turning. 

This is the SL350 we're talking 
about. Actually, the smaller bikes were 
not all that famous for their motors— 
''gutless'' was the expression most of- 
ten used to describe them. But, power 
or no power, they always seemed to 
want to run forever, and on any kind of 
gasoline you wanted to feed them—no 
oil mixing or injectors to worry about. 

True, a four-stroke has a few more 
moving parts than a two-stroke, but 
most of the true street/trail enthusi- 
asts will have an easier time relating to 
four-cycle habits. Fillit up with regular, 
every now and then check the oil, no 
injector to adjust, or oil tank to keep 
filled; and less chance of fouling spark 
plugs over the long run. Just like the 
family car. 

But, there are also a few more tuning 
hassles (valves, cam chain tension), 
and it is widely known that a two- 
stroke will accelerate more fiercely. 
But, who needs to do wheelies on the 
street? And, just like the family car, 
when it starts running rough, most 
folks will take it into the shop, and let 
the man worry about it. 


The little engine that might 


The first time we rode the XL125, we 
happened to be in the desert. This isn't 
the best place to test a dual-purpose 
bike, but we tried to spend most of our 
time on the fireroads, just to give the 
little bike a chance. We expected to 
hear cries of ““No povverl”” or ““No sus- 
pensionl”” or both, and spend the rest of 
the day fighting over who had toride 
the XL, but it didn't work out that 
vvay. 
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56.5 x 49.5 
DISPLACEMENT 
HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED BY FACTORY . 
12.8 at 9500 rpm 
Keihin 24mm 
Seven liters 


(1.8 gallon) 
TRANSMISSION . .Six-speed, constant mesh 
GEARING, FRONT/REAR 14/56 
IGNITION 


1315mm (51.8 inches) 
265mm 
(10.4 inches) 


STEERING HEAD ANGLE 27.8 degrees 
k 


WEIGHT (CLAIMED) 
pounds) 


INTENDED USE, MFR. ......... Street/ trail 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 
DISTRIBUTOR American Honda Motor 
Co., Inc. 
100 W. Alondra Blvd. 
Gardena, California 


On a hard surface, the XL was a nice 
little bike. The suspension was soft, 
but the action was smooth—with a 
good amount of travel, front and rear; 
and the motor was generally accepted 
as being rather peppy ‘'... for a 125 
foof bike.”” The only time the motor let 
us down was when we tried to dig in 
real deep, looking for gobs of torque. 
Like trying to pull third gear from a 
crawl, on an uphill grade. But, this 
isn't a fair complaint, because no sub- 
250 (in stock form) can do a trick like 
that. Let’s just say that the motor is 
happiest when it’s being buzzed, and as 
long as you keep this in mind, the XL 
will surprise even the grumpiest rider. 

We have to admit, the suspension 
did an admirable job. The forks soaked 
up most of the ratty terrain we rode 
through—with an occasional bottom- 


ing—but no rattling, clanking, frantic 
thrashing to slow us down. Witha 
change of fork oil, and a little tuning on 
the preload for rider weight, they will 
satisfy the demands of the casual trail 
rider. The shocks are stylishly 
chromed, but don’t let that scare you 
away. They actually seem to do the 
job. Neither end of the bike can be con- 
sidered as suspended for competition, 
but at the moderate speeds where the 
XL is the most comfortable, they will 
perform adequately, aiding control, 
rather than destroying it. 

Oh, and that brings to mind the 
handling. Even though the fork angle 
seems to be rather steep (27.8 degrees), 
the XL is reasonably stable at a fast 
clip. Combined with the short wheel- 
base, this makes the bike a turning 
fool. In really tight going, the Honda 
will turn on the proverbial dime, and 
give a good measure of change. The 
frame geometry seems to be right-on. 

Aiding and abetting the handling are 
the tires. Patterned after the ''Claw Ac- 
tion’’ tires that are standard equipment 
on the Honda dirt bikes these days, we 
would have to say that these are the 
first dual-purpose tires that work. If 
your riding includes a generous helping 
of both street and dirt, you'll be deliri- 
ously happy with them. They grip well 
in anything but sand—unlike a stan- 
dard ''trials'' tire—and they are not 
nearly as freaky on pavement as 
knobbies. Considering that knobs 
aren't legal for street use, this is the 
best compromise going. 


Road rash 


Speaking of pavement, part of our 
testing included a 100-mile trip into 
the back roads and canyons, to get an 
idea of what kind of streeter the XL is. 
A few quick notes: Top speed is right 
around 55 mph, with an occasional 
downhill burst to 65-70 or so. This is 
not a happy freeway bike. In very fast, 
rush-hour traffic, the XL will scare you 
to death, and if there are hills or head- 

(Continued on page 71) 


The most amazing thing about the The little 125 motor has a surprising . -Forks actually have 7.9 inches of 
shocks: They work. Silencer does an amount of power (up a full horse travel, could be a little stiffer for the 
: excellent job. from last year), but don't expect to dirt: Front brake is good. 
grunt it too hard. 
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LONGLIVE 
HENEW KING! 


Thumping the competition 
By the Editors of Dirt Bike 


It seems that it takes Honda quite a 
while to come out with a new model, 
but when they do, it has a lot of en- 
gineering technology behind it. The 
1979 XR500 is one of those. 

After relying on their XL350 design 
for years, Honda went about designing 
an.all-new powerplant and surrounding 
it with an all-new chassis. In the past, 
if a Honda thumper freak wanted a big- 
bore off-road machine, he had to roll 
his own. Now Honda offers the most 
complete open class thumper to be 
marketed in the U.S. 


Chassis 


The basis of Honda’s new 500 is their 
diamond-configuration frame that uses 
the engine as a stressed member of the 
chassis. This design eliminates the 
need for the full cradle frame tubes be- 
low the engine. This means more 
ground clearance and less weight. 

While the engineers were on the 
chassis, they decided to include the 
application of the controversial 23-inch 
front wheel. Honda is the first manu- 
facturer to design a bike around the use 
of this larger front wheel. In theory, the 
23-incher offers the same advantages 
that the 21-inch wheel had over the 19, 
but the results are difficult to evaluate 
in all conditions, since there are only a 
limited number of tires available for 
this size of wheel. Giving a definitive 
yay or nay is thus not possible. In other 
words, some of the things that seem 
wrong may be due to the tire design. 
The jury remains out on this one. 

Suspension design and travel exhibit 
the state of the art for enduro machines. 
Leading axle forks offer 224mm (8.8 
inches) of front wheel travel. A four- 
bolt clamp on the right leg helps main- 
tain front-end rigidity by securing the 
axle and avoiding much of the inherent 
twist and flex. Four-bolt triple clamps 
that pivot on tapered steering head 
bearings also add to front-end strength. 

At the rear, canted, inverted gas 
shocks offer 198mm (7.8 inches) of 
wheel travel. The shock is mounted as 


far to the rear as possible with the bot- 
tom mount over the axle. The top 
mount is far enough rearward to not in- 
terfere much with the rider’s legs. 
With the lower mount over the axle, 
Honda figures that the swingarm need 
not be as hefty as an arm with the 
shock mount in front of the axle. This 
is true, but it puts all of the torsional 
rigidity on the axle. If the axle is 
allowed to get loose even slightly, or is 
not tightened properly, swingarm flex 
will immediately appear. 

Brake design at the rear is conven- 
tional, utilizing a cable-operated brake 
arm that pulls over the axle. A standard 
brake stay arm is employed, but a 
handy slot-type pin is used to anchor it 
at the rear. This makes for faster tire 
changes, since there is no need to 
loosen either of the stay arm bolts. 

To avoid snagging weeds and other 
trail-side debris, the front brake arm 
faces backwards and pulls above the 
axle. Both the cable and the arm are 
well-protected. The speedo cable is 
routed to the rear also. The entire setup 
is very sanitary. 


Backing plates on both brakes are 
magnesium alloy, while the conical 
hubs employ an aluminum alloy 
casting. The front hub also features a 
replaceable steel spoke flange for the 
long-side spokes. 

Plastic abounds on the XR, with the 
exception of the 2.6-gallon steel gas 
tank. Side covers, headlight/number 
plate combo and fenders are made of a 
durable plastic. The rear fender is long 
and wide enough to offer excellent pro- 
tection. It is also sculptured to provide 
a lifting point at the rear loop. Nice 
touch. The tank has a half-gallon 
reserve capacity and is fitted with a 
large cap, that became easier to remove 
and install as the bike got some time 
on it. 

Some other items that represent 
good detailing are the rear tool bag, 
well-protected taillight, folding shift 
and brake levers, rubbing block chain 
tensioner and a large-number, 
resettable trip meter. 


Engine 


While the engine uses technology 
first introduced on the XL/XR250s, 
Honda makes it clear that this is not 
just a bored and stroked 250. Although 
the 497cc thumper is the same width 
as the smaller engine, the internals are 
much beefier. Crank bearings, primary 
drive gears, clutch, oil pump and all 
transmission pieces are much beefier. 

Not unlike the 250, the 500 uses 
chain-driven front and rear counter- 
balancers to counteract the large 
inertia forces inherent in a big single. 
This eliminates much of the vibration, 
helps smooth out the power delivery 
and allows the use of a lighter frame 
design and construction. 

Honda has managed to pump nearly 
36 hp out of this 500 through the use of 
their Pentroof combustion chamber 
design, four-valve head and overhead 
camshaft. The head features twin ex- 
haust ports. This design allows a 
cooling area between the valves, and 
the use of smaller-diameter twin head 
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pipes that tuck in better than one large 


one. 

Fired by a Capacitor Discharge Igni- 
tion (CDI), the engine breathes 
through an oiled foam air cleaner and a 
34mm Keihin carb. A slightly restric- 
tive, but well-waterproofed air box is 
mounted under the left-side number 
plate. 

To ease starting, a built-in kick- 
starter-actuated compression release 
depresses both exhaust valves during 
starting. This usually eliminates the 
customary starting ritual required with 
most thumpers. The kickstart lever is 
long enough to provide maximum 
leverage and gives the engine a good 
spin. 

With all the features built into the 
engine to enhance starting, reduce vi- 
bration and maximize power output, 
the engine is understandably complex. 
Since four-strokes traditionally exhibit 
less wear in the long run, the com- 
plexity may not be a problem for the 
tuner, but the big disadvantage of all 
this technology is weight. Dry, but 
with the carb, the engine weighs just 
under 90 pounds. 

Add this to a large chassis with 
occasional inattention to weight re- 
duction (i.e. steel tank, heavy silencer, 
steel seat base, mild steel frame), and 
the finished result with a full load of 
fuel, engine oil and other lubes, tips 
the scales at 293 pounds. Not exactly 
svelte. 

Riding vibrations 

Fortunately, the weight is 
distributed on the XR so that it doesn't 
feel that heavy—unless you drop it on a 
hill and have to pick it back up, or drag 
it out of a ditch. At that point it feels 
every bit of nearly 300 pounds. Face it, 
the bike can't be tossed around like 
a 175 ora 250. The rider notices the 
weight in the corners and when trying 
to get it slowed down, too. It doesn't 
feel ponderous and ungainly. Quite to 
the contrary, the XR is pretty lively, 
and it seems to carry its weight low in 
the chassis. But, that weight is there. 
The price to pay for a big motor. 

Starting the XR is really not difficult 
with the built-in compression release. 
Just get on and boot it, without paying 
attention to compression stroke or 
anything. The CD ignition helps out in 
this case, too, by providing a good high- 
voltage zap. Remember, though, that 
this is a 500 single, so the weak of kick 
need not apply. 

Our engine started easily without 
much fuss and didn't seem to be par- 
ticularly cold-blooded for a four-stroke. 
Jetting for our altitude was safely close 
to optimum, but it needs jet changes at 
around 4000 feet and up to be really 
crisp. 

The rear suspension is supple enough 
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Cleanly styled engine has minimum of 
snaggers around cases. Small twin 
pipes are carefully tucked away from 
rider. Long kickstart lever also operates 
automatic compression release for 
easier starting. It works. 


Cable-operated rear brake is very good 
wet or dry. Brake stay arm is a quick- 
disconnect unit for faster tire service. 


for the small bumps, yet just stiff 
enough for the rain ruts and square- 
edged holes found on a fast trail. This 
makes for rider comfort, which is a 
major factor on a machine that's ridden 
for five or six hours at a time. 

Up front, though, it's a bit mushy 
and bottoms easily, especially on 
downhills, or when the rider doesn't 
keep the power on. With the throttle 
chopped on level ground, the XR offers 
only a few precious inches of travel. So, 
it's not set up for California or 
Michigan sand whoops. Addition of air 
caps and careful fork oil selection will 
take care of this, we feel. Damping is a 
little on the light side and adversely 
affects the directional stability in rocky 
situations. 

Like most big-bore bikes, the XR 
steers with the rear tire to a certain 
degree. Full throttle on uphill nasty 
stuff is to be avoided, since the light 
front end will then ‘‘hunt.’’ The XR 
reacts much better to a gear high situ- 
ation—lugging the engine a little. The 
rider can get a lurching and snatching 
condition when the gear is too tall, but 
the big single will still continue to pull. 


Rear exhibits much good detailing. 
Fender is sculptured to allow a pick-up 
point for lifting, and taillight is well 
protected. 


“sO: p<. paiva WA M. 
Inverted gas/oil shock is mounted as far 
as possible to the rear to alleviate swing- 
arm of undue stress. Claw action 
enduro tire is a trade-off. 


Out in the open, though, the engine 
pulls cleanly. Revs come surprisingly 
easily and quickly. This, of course, is 
where any big-engined bike is in its ele- 
ment. Room to screw it on and hold on 
for dear life. Ours ran in the high 70s 
(mph) down a semi-hard sandwash, 
which was considerably faster than 
that particular tester wanted to go. 
Pavement speed is probably closer to 
85 mph. 

Clutch lever actuation is very light 
for a big bike—which is good—since 
the clutch must be called on to change 
gears in high-load situations. In deep 
sand, full-throttle acceleration, during 
engine braking and on downhills, the 
gear lever could only be nudged either 
way with the quick fanning of the 
clutch lever. This situation gets worse 
as the engine gets hotter or as the oil 
starts to break down from use. 

We'd suggest that the oil be changed 
at 100-mile or less intervals if you ride 
much in the above conditions. Honda 
specifies using 20W50 motor oil. Be 
sure to use a good-quality oil designed 
for use in a motorcycle if you want 
good results. We made our first oil 
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Superman LaPorte, Suzuki factory racer, 
has joined forces with PJ1 Super Lubes 
to protect dirt bikers everywhere. Team- 
ing with PJ1’s secret Chain Lube, a blend- 
. ing of molybdenum disulfide and synthe- 
Sü tic sperm oil, they fight against chain 
i wear, and your dreaded foe. .Flung Chain. 
? And for superior fork action there's PJ1’s 
Fork Oil with anti-foaming organosilo- 
xane. Leaving nothing to chance, PJ1 
Foam Filter Oil keeps dirt in its place 
throughout the universe. 
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ange Klotz 20W50 four-stroke syn- 
thetic blend, and were quite impressed 
with its results. The engine is quieter 
and shifting is improved. Since the 
engine oil is also the gearbox and 
clutch oil, good, fresh lube is a neces- 
sity for hassle-free operation. 

Changing oil, unfortunately, is not a 
quick-and-easy situation. It involves 
dropping the skid plate and pulling the 
oil strainer cover. They also suggest re- 
moving the right-side engine cover and 
draining the primary drive side, but 
this is only for masochists, or on rare 
Occasions. 

Braking at both ends is positive, 
progressive and without fault. Each of 
the brakes also works quite well when 
wet. Unless the hubs were filled with 
mud, we noticed no difference in wet 
and dry braking. Interesting. 

Accelerating and braking traction is 
good, especially on hard-packed clay 
and hard fireroads. The tires didn't en- 
joy being in the sand, though, and they 
show no inclination for self-cleaning in 
gooey clay-like mud. In these two 
situations, the tires aren't the ticket. 
All around, though, they seemed to be 
better than the motocross versions of 
the ''Claw Action”” that we've tested 
on the CRs. Part of this is probably due 
to the rim-saver edge, which seems to 
lend a little more sidewall stiffness. 

We haven't determined whether it is 
a function of the tire design, the 23- 
inch wheel or a combination of both, 
but the front tire wants to follow ruts 
or veer off in loose, off-camber-type 
stuff. The rider really has to fight the 
bars in these instances. It may be a 
negative result of the large contact 
patch, but that is pure speculation. 

Handling, when subjected to the 
good traction conditions described 
above, is good. The front end sticks 
well in most situations. The soft front 
end allows minimum rake under 
braking and transfers the weight to the 
nose. With smooth application of 
throttle, the rear end can be set up into 
a slide easily. Since the power builds so 
smoothly, keeping it in the tail-out 
mode (We just love that word) is easy. 
Even those who react adversely to 
sliding can make the XR work. 

For a long-wheelbase machine, the 
XR turns in some fairly tight stuff. It’s 
just more difficult to make it do what 
you want because of the weight. If you 
are going to be riding in tight woods or 
on steep trails with pointed 
switchbacks, you are going to be much 
happier with a smaller bike—like the 
XR185, for instance. 

But, if you value blinding-flash 
passes down a fireroad and enough 
power to keep the front end pawing at 
the sky, then the XR500 is the machine 
for you. It's fairly refined for a 500 
single—if that is possible. The engine 


Headlight/number plate design makes 
sense—there is room for the speedo, 
and cable routing is more natural. Beefy 
triple clamps seem quite strong. 


Brake and speedo cable routing behind 
left fork leg is sanitary. Trailing brake 
actuation arm is up out of harm's way. 


exhibits no more vibration than a 250, 
and is admirably quiet. These two as- 
pects belie the fact that it is a half-liter 
displaced thumper, but the throttle 
hand will tell you something else. 
Obvious comparison 

When measured side by side with 
Yamaha's TT500F, the XR comes out 
on top. Although they are nearly the 
same weight, the XR carries its weight 
better. It is faster, has more suspension 


Honda XR500 


NAME AND MODEL 

ENGINE TYPE 

BORE AND STROKE 

DISPLACEMENT 

HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED BY 
FACTORY) 

CARBURETION 

RECOMMENDED GASOLINE 


RECOMMENDED OIL (MFR.) ....... 20W50 
FUEL TANK CAPACITY ......... 2.6 gallons 
FUEL TANK MATERIAL Steel 
GAS/OIL RATIO 

LUBRICATION 

OIL CAPACITY ......... 2.0 liters (2.1 quarts) 
AIR FILTRATION Oiled foam 
CLUTCH TYPE. . . Wet, multi-plate, seven-disc 
TRANSMISSION . .Constant-mesh five-speed 


GEARBOX RATIOS 


GEARING, FRONT/REAR 
IGNITION Capacitor Discharge 


Ignition (CDI) 
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM? Y 
RECOMMENDED SPARK PLUG 


SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR/ 
QUALITY 


A Yes/ yes/ excellent 
EXHAUST SYSTEM... .High, right side, heavy 
FRAME, TYPE 


Diamond 


travel, handles better and is outfitted 
more thoroughly for off-road riding. 

On the other hand, it is not as fast as 
a Yamaha IT400F, which weighs in 28 
pounds lighter in fighting trim. But if 
you are considering valves in your 
future, we'll drop the IT from the 
running. 


In conclusion 
Honda's XR500, long awaited by 


egrees 
TRA 138mm (5. 4 inches) 
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLON 
GA. 


RIM MATERIAL 
TIRE SIZES 
FERONT uses 3.00x23 6PR Bridgestone 
REARS x 4.60x18 6PR Bridgestone 
SUSPENSION 
FRONT, TYPE AND TRAVEL... . Telescopic 
fork, 224mm (8.8 inches) 
REAR, TYPE AND TRAVEL 
gas shock, 198mm (7.8 inches) 
INTENDED USE, MFR 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN . 
DISTRIBUTOR . American Honda 
Motor Co. 
100 W. Alondra Blvd. 
Gardena, California 90247 
OVERALL RATING, FROM 0 TO 100, VARI- 
OUS CATEGORIES, KEEPING INTENDED 
USE OF MACHINE IN MIND: 


ATTENTION TO DETAIL 
EFFECTIVENESS, STONE STOCK 


Honda fans nationwide, lives up to its 
displacement. It is a lot of motorcycle. 
Considering the massive engine, 
Honda’s engineers have tailored a 
package around it that helps the rider 
make the most of this power. It won't 
punish him like other big singles, 
whether starting it or riding the red off 
it. As long as the XR stays in its ele- 
ment, the XR owner will be just as 
happy as a clam. O 
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125MX SHOOTOUT 
(Continued from page 45) 
you have an adequate seal is difficult. 

Even though the Honda required 
more steps (and tools) to get to the 
filter, removal/reinstallation was 
simple. 

ATTENTION TO DETAIL—This in- 
cludes all the little things, like brack- 
ets, guides, etc. We rated the RM on 
top, with the only shortcomings being 
a too-short throttle and old-fashioned 
levers. All the rest of the bike was 
spot-on. 

The beautifully finished Kawasaki 
drew looks whenever it was parked. 
Gold anodization complemented the 
green plastic. Grips drew complaints 
from all, fenders were too short and 
narrow to offer protection from mud 
and water, some of the welds were in- 
credibly sloppy and a number of hang- 
ing brackets appeared frail. 

While the Honda was a fine-looking 
machine, it didn’t have the new FIM- 
style side plates. Too, no cable-protect- 
ing ears were on the front number 
plate. A very tiny hole in the gas tank 
makes filling a real chore. There’s no 
interchangeable needle jet in the carb, 
fiddling being limited to raising and 
lowering the needle itself. Welds varied 
from clean and neat, tospattered and 
sloppy. 

COMFORT AND LAYOUT OF 
CONTROLS—This includes all-around 
rider comfort, as well as operation and 
feel of controls. We rated the Honda, 
Suzuki and Yamaha all equal, with the 
difference in control feel being too 
minor to quibble about. However, the 
Kawasaki, we felt, had the pegs too far 
forward and the bars too far back for 
comfortable standing-up riding. Also, 
the transition from a seated position to 
a standing one was awkward, as it de- 
manded a tug on the bars to get up 
quickly. An inch or two to the rear on 
the pegs would make all the difference 
in the world, here. 


STARTING EASE—For some reason, 
the Honda was always a very willing 
starter. Not even a heavy prod was 
needed to get things stirring around in 
the engine. The stroke of the kick- 
starter was a natural, easy arc. 

Second and third places, respective- 
ly, are relegated to Kawasaki and 
Yamaha. While the KX would start 
well most of the time, occasionally it'd 
balk and require a bunch of kicks. 
Same with the Yamaha, only it was a 
bit more fussy than the KX. Also, the 
YZ absolutely refused to be kick- 
started in gear with the clutch held in. 
We suspect too much clutch drag. 

Our test RM would start within two 
or three kicks one time, then demand 
20 kicks the next. It was very frustrat- 
ing. No explanation is offered. 

TIRES: QUALITY OF PERFOR- 
MANCE—The only reason we gave the 
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Kawasaki a 10.0 on tires, was because 
we had to give the winner a 10.0. 
Otherwise, we weren't crazy about any 


‘of the tires that came on our bikes. For 


our money, we'd slip a Metzeler on the 
front and whatever decent piece of 
rubber we could afford on the back and 
live happily ever after. Except for the 
Honda, that is. You see, it has 
a23-inch front tire and only Yokohama 
makes a replacement tire in that odd 
size. That particular Yokohama has 
never been one of our favorites. We 
hear that Metzeler may come out with 
a 23 in the next six months or so, but 
that is just a rumor. So far. 

EASE OF RIDING— This is a cate- 
gory that demands explanation. While 
you can make almost any bike go fast, 
the amount of effort required to do so is 
often higher from one bike to another. 

The YZ won first place here, because 
it was very low and easy to fling 
around. The rider didn't have to think 
while riding the Yamaha... . just gas it 
and hang on! This is not necessarily the 
highest virtue in a racer, but it means 
that most riders, most of the time, will 
be able to hop on a YZ125F and go 
fairly close to their particular limit for 
a 125 class bike. 

Because of the same low-slung vir- 
tues, we gave the Kawasaki a firm 
second. With the good low-end power, 
the KX is actually easier to ride than 
the YZ, but we already told you about 
the necessity to fully clutch when up- 
shifting. This alone makes the KX rider 
Work a bit harder than the YZ rider. 

The reason the Honda rider has to 
work the hardest of all, is because the 
bike is so tall and has a harsh suspen- 
sion. The RM gets rated above the CR, 
even though it, too, is tall, because it 
has a very supple set of legs. Still, an 
RM rider must pay attention to the 
powerband and shift early, to prevent 
falling off into useless revs. Lots of 
attention is required to ride and race 
the RM in an aggressive fashion. 

BRAKING: QUALITY OF PERFOR- 
MANCE-—AI! of the bikes had fine 
brakes, with the progressive feeling of 
the Honda binders coming out ahead of 
the pack. 

EFFECTIVENESS, STONE STOCK— 
How do they work, as delivered? That's 
probably the most asked question. At 
the top of the heap, we rated the RM, 
simply because it had so many excel- 
lent features and did so many things 
right. Power, suspension and attention 
to detail mean a lot. It also means that 
you can buy the machine and go racing 
without spending another buck. 

Second, stone stock, would be the 
green KX. It has such a good engine 
that we're willing to either overlook, 
or learn to live with, the other flaws. 

Third is YZ country, and it's very 
close to the KX. Only a fraction more 
than a point separates the two bikes. 
And if cost is the biggest factor, that 
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SARE OAOE eit x: 
Tallest of the Big Four test bikes, 
the Honda CR125R looked and felt 
more like a 250 than a 125. 
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Pies 


Here’s what it all boils down to: the 
start straight. More often than not, 
this was the scene repeated at 

tracks all over the world this year— 


The KX125 A-5, only a second-year 
effort for Kawasaki, proved to be a 
worthy challenger for King of the 
Hill. 


the RM125 Suzuki bolting into the 
lead, followed by the rest of the 
pack. 


ranking could be reversed. 

By looking at the numbers in the 
Honda column, one can see that the 
Elsinore needs some help to do the job. 
But, stone stock, the CR125R falls a 
large number of points behind the 
other three bikes. 

The bottom line 

Taking all things into consideration, 
here's the way we must rank the 125s. 
The overall winner is the Suzuki. 
Second place—the Kawasaki. À very 
close third place goes to the Yamaha 
and in fourth, we have the Elsinore. 

Now, here's why we rated the bikes 
as we did. 


With the RM Suzuki, you get more of 
everything, not only on a quality basis, 
but on a dollar-for-dollar basis. Not 
only did the Suzuki have state-of-the- 
art travel, it was also good, usable 
travel. Additionally, the RM was the 
lightest of the bunch and was usually 
the winner in a point-to-point drag 
race. The normal retail price was in 
line with the class price. Our only res- 
ervations were that the RM was not a 
particularly easy machine to ride. And 
it most assuredly demanded constant 
attention from the rider. This means 
that on a very tight and twisty track, 
the other machines, all things con- 
sidered, will be easier to ride. We 
didn't say they'd beat the Suzie... it's 
just that it will take a rider with a fairly 
high skill level to make the RM work 
as it should under that condition. The 
bike is tall. Perhaps too tallfor many 
125 class riders. But, that seems to be 
the price one pays for long legs. Still, 
the question must be asked: Is all that 
travel needed by the average rider on 
the average track? No. Then again, we 
have never found anyone in the world 
who admits to being the mythical 
''average rider." 


We chose the Kawasaki for second. It 
could have been a tie for first, if the 
Green Machine had a smoother, better- 
shifting gearbox and a superior peg/bar/ 
saddle relationship. Also, a fraction 
more travel front and rear would have 
upped the numbers. We liked the KX be- 
cause it turned well, had a dynamite 
engine with a super rush of power and 
because it was fun and easy to ride. Es- 
pecially on the very common tight, 
teacup-sized tracks of today, in so 
many parts of the country. We liked 
the stock suspension, front and rear. In 
fact, it was the overall quality of the 
forks and shocks that gave it the nod 
over the Yamaha. Additionally, the 
attention to detail was truly amazing 
and the KX drew oohs and ahs at 
trackside. We weren't too thrilled with 
the parts situation, and many Kawasaki 
dealers are very much street-oriented. 
We feel that parts and service would be 
more of a snap with the Honda or the 
Yamaha. 

Third—and almost second—is the 


Yamaha. With a bit more bottom-end 
power and better suspension, the YZ 
would have edged the Kawasaki. As it 
was, the YZ proved to be a hassle-free | 
piece of equipment to own and main- | 
tain. Parts proved no problem, and dirt- 
oriented dealers seem to be every- 
where. There are plenty of hop-up 
goodies and shops available just about 
everywhere. Stock, the YZ did not have 
the stability that the KX exhibited in 
the turns, even though the front end bit 
as well as anything in the class. One 
important point: With modifications, 
the YZ leaps ahead of the KX in this 
shootout. However, effectiveness 
stone stock keeps the YZ fractionally 
behind the KZ. 
Fourth spot in the rating goes to the 
Elsinore. The primary reason for the 
standing is too much unproven hard- 
ware. The RM and the YZ are the re- 
sults of long and patient improvements 
on a successful design. The KX is 
rather orthodox in its approach and, by 
doing so, makes no big mistakes. The 
Elsinore has a 23-inch front wheel, un- 
usual tires and the turning traits of a 
1977 Husky. Too, the steering head 
shakes badly under deceleration, forc- 
ing the rider to hold on tightly to main- 
tain control. 


If Honda had chosen a more conven- 
tional 21-inch front wheel and retained 
current acceptable geometry, the bike 
would have undoubtedly worked in a 
more familiar manner. Additional grief 
for the Elsinore is created by the stock 
shocks. They simply do not work. 
Period. 


In stock trim, the engine has a lag 


- that's caused by a jetting flaw inherent 


to Kei'hin carbs. With a cure, the 
engine is as strong as any other motor 
in the 125 class. 

We found fork flex and swingarm 
flex to be prominent, adding to the 
twitchy nature of the machine. At 
slightly over 200 pounds dry, the 
Honda also was the heaviest machine 
of the Big Four. For these reasons, we 
were forced to downgrade the Elsinore. 

It's not that the bike cannot be made 
into a winner. It can. It's just that too 
much time and money must be in- 
vested to achieve this goal. With an 
accessory swingarm, shocks, new front 
wheel and two good tires, plus some 
carburetion work, the Honda can be 
made to run right alongside of the RM. 
However, the above-mentioned modi- 
fications will set the average rider back 
just about $600. 

We hope that the factory will make 
these modifications for the rider next 
year. If they do, the CR will be a match 
for the RM. But, as it stands right now, 
nothing on the market is a match for 
the RM. 

Nothing. 

Long live the King. At least till next 
year. O 
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Un=Bike Test 


Four ba j Honda 
By Ned Owens 
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powertrain and a kart, but built 
dirt with a high ground clearance and | 
flotation tires. zn 
The simple controls are the bare 
basics—gas, brake and steering. 
Mounted on an aircraft-type yoke .. İl 
(butterfly steering wheel) are two ` 
triggers—throttle on the right and the 
brake on the left. Since the steering is |- pu 
direct, there is only a half-turn from — mounted on th Sia Tabber - 
lock to lock, so the triggers work j bo and a driven hea apr soins, 
fine. : 
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the most power from an engine. The 
internal springs in the sheaves can be 
switched to limit maximum revs for 
longevity and also change the rpm 
point at which the belt starts to engage. 

Two different reduction systems are 
incorporated into the drivetrain. The 
driven sheave is reduced through a 
tranšfer case and then a sprocket/chain 
final drive is used. The drive sprocket 
is bolted to the solid rear axle which 
rides on pillow block bearings bolted to 
the frame. 


Also attached to this live axle is a 
cable-operated mechanical disc brake, 
so both—and only—the rear wheels 
have braking. 

While the rear is solid-mounted, 
there is a suspension of sorts up front. 
A single trailing arm is damped by a 


small coil-over-shock on each of the Half-turn lock-to-lock steering butterfly sports throttle trigger and on/off 


front corners. This suspension doesn't : 
gp pdh m ds iUe switch on right and brake trigger and light switch on left. 


soaks up some of the bumps. 

Most of the suspension, though, is in 
the basketball-like tires. Both front and 
rear donuts are mounted on eight-inch 
steel rims, but the overall diameter and 
width of the tires differ greatly. The big 
tires run very low pressures—between 
three and five psi-—and absorb most of 
the bumps at the front and all the 
bumps at the rear. 

Driver accommodations include a 
roll bar and a four-point seat and 
shoulder belt. With the limited sus- 
pension, the belt is necessary to stay in š ; 
the Odyssey. Rough terrain can literal- " xd 
ly pop the driver right out of the thing. f i 
The roll bar is high enough so that if 
the Odyssey gets upside down, neither 
the driver nor the steering yoke will 
make contact with the ground. The à 
contoured seat back adjusts forward for RICE :  — SCR c 2 
small drivers, but the thin seat bottom Engine compartment is packed with gas tank on right, air cleaner and USFS 
stays in place. spark arrestor on top and torque converter, reduction drive and disc brake on 

A ladder-type frame, constructed of left behind shrouds. 
square tubing, is utilized. An addition- 
al cage of round tubing encircles the 
engine, gas tank and drive system, as 
well as being the base for the roll bar. 
Another tubular guard at the nose pro- 
tects the driver and the single head- 
lamp. 

All the fenders, nose section and 
floorboards are made of an unbreakable- 
type plastic. They seem flexible 
enough to withstand a fair amount of 
crashing. 


* 2: a < 


Driver impressions 

If you've ever driven a car on dirt 
roads, in a gravel parking lot or in 
similar '‘off-road’’ conditions, you'll 
know that it is easy for the front end to 
““plovv”” or understeer. Most of this is a 
result of weight distribution of the 
vehicle and driver. : sil 

Even with the engine at the rear, the | Two-stroke 250 engine consists only of crank, case and top end. There are no 
Odyssey exhibits this understeer at low | gears, clutch or other usual bike stuff. Pull starter is at right front of engine 


(Continued on page 64) | compartment. 
sür cute b ra] 
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YOU SEND 
US $2, 
AND WELL 
SEND YOU 
BOB 
HANNAH. 


And Brad Lackey. And Marty Tripes. 
And a host of other motocross 
champions, all profiled in our 
collector’s edition of MOTOCROSS 
STARS. 


Written by the editors of Motocross 
Action, MOTOCROSS STARS 
features in-depth articles on the 
factory stars, the privateers, the farm 
team factory stars, and more. 


And it contains some of the most 
interesting ‘how-to’ features you'll 
ever read. How to start a career. How 
to get sponsors. Finding the right 
tracks. And comparisons of works 
bikes; theirs vs. yours. 


To order your copy (Do it now. You'd 
be surprised how fast they sell out.) 
Asimply complete and return the 
coupon below. :Then cross your 
fingers and hope that Bob will fit in 
your mailbox. 


MOTOCROSS STARS 


P.O. Box 317 
Encino, CA 91316 


$2 PER COPY. 


Please add 50 cents postage and 
handling on each copy ordered. 
Make checks payable to: Hi-Torque 
Publications. 


Name 
Address 
City 


State 
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THE HILL 
(Continued from page 33) 

At a signal from Max, I came thunder- 
ing down, leaped from the ledge and 
made a perfect two-point landing in the 
sandwash and slid to a stop. 

“What the hell was that?’’ Fred 
demanded. 

“That's the shot,’’ said Max. ““See, 
he comes down this hill and jumps the 
bike into the sandwash and rides 
away.” 

“We don't have time for that,” Fred 
said. ““VVe”ve got to hurry up and shoot 
this so we can get down to the beach 
for the surfing scenes before we lose 
the light.” 

“(Wait a minute,” Max protested. 
“This is a great shot, you'll love it. It 
only takes two minutes.”” 

““Yeah,”” I joined in. ‘‘You'll love 
this shot, Fred.’’ An hour before, I 
would have gladly abandoned the hill, 
but now I was doing it so well I didn’t 
want to give it up. 

Fred looked around at the cameras 
set in position and agreed. ''One 
time,” he said. ““Don”t blow it.” 

Ah, fame. Ah, glory. Ah, cinematic 
immortality. Soon I would be leaping 
out of TV sets and into the living 
rooms of homes all over the country. 
Watch out, McQueen! Move over, 
Newman and Redford! I have arrived! 
Stardom was only a hill hop away. 

Fred made me take Marvin, the 
assistant director, and a walkie-talkie 
back up the hill with me so I would 
start on cue. Max gave me a final piece 
of advice: ““Don”t do anything until 
Marvin tells you,” he said. ““VVhen he 
says 'Rolling,' that means the cameras 
are on and it's gotta be good. Fred isn't 
going to let us do this more than once, 
so the first shot will be a “take.””” 

Marvin was nervous on the way up. I 


TEAM UP WITH 
MOTO-X FOX! 


1979 MOTO-X FOX CATALOG: 
Pages and pages of the newest, trickest stuff in motocross from the industry 


think he was out of his element in this 
back-country location. He probably 
would have been a lot happier in a 
studio somewhere, or on a stage. He 
clung tightly to the bike and when we ` 
got to the top he jumped up on a little 
flat rock and looked around suspicious- 
ly.Ithink he was afraid we were going 
to be eaten by wolves, or attacked by a 
mountain lion. I didn't want to tease 
him about it, for fear he would do 
something spooky. 

A funny thing happened. Marvin had 
the walkie-talkie switched on and from 
the top of the hill we could hear some 
CB talk from the trucker traffic on the 
highway a couple of miles away. 

''... Good Buddy, on the uptake 
... buzzz, crackle, hummm...” 

'"Ten-four, now y’hear... don't 
make a mistake...’ 


“OK, Blue Goose, I'll overtake... 
buzzz, crackle-crackle..."' 

Fred's voice came booming through 
the walkie-talkie: ““VVhat”s going on up 
there? We have a schedule to make...” 

Marvin was startled. He jumped 
from the rock and came over to me. 

“You ready?” he asked. 

“Any time,'' I said. 

The CB talk continued to crackle in 
the walkie-talkie: ''.... Buzzz, that's a 
good break...” 

I was sitting astride the bike, revving 
itup in neutral and waiting for the sig- 
nal to go, when Fred called again: 
“MARVIN ... change jackets with 
him... buzzz...crackle-crackle... 
Ten-four Good Buddy, I see the 
smokey now...” The walkie-talkie 
was beginning to broadcast gibberish. 
Fred’s instructions about changing 
jackets because Marvin's yellow wind- 
breaker would give him a more colorful 
shot than my blue one, was interrupted 
by the trucker calls. 
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leaders; MOTO-X FOX. Informative, colorful and:a must for every motocross 
; enthusiast. 
STICKER COLLECTION: 

A super collection of hard to get stickers, including Metzeler, Spectro, Bosch. Yoko, 
Poly-Air,, MOTO-X FOX, FOX FILTER, FOX Factory and many more. A great value for 
only $3.00 

MOTO-X FOX T-SHIRTS: 
Top quality: multi-colored T-Shirts just like you see in the pits at pro races. Available 
in S, M, L, XL Sizes. 


Enclosed please find: 
器 $3.00 for “79 Catalog 
DJ $3.00 for Sticker Collection 


SIZE T-SHIRT 

R) $5.95[ Moto-X Fox 

L] $6.50[ ] TEAM Moto-X Fox 
LJ $6.50 [-] FOX Factory 

R) $6.95 [ ] Brad Lackey 


p------- 


Name 
Address 
City 
State Zip 


MOTO-X FOX 


520 McGlincy Lane, Dept. DB 
Campbell, CA 95008 (408) 371-1221 DB 


lass 


Iunderstood what Fred wanted, so I 
got off the bike and told Marvin to hold 
the right handgrip while I changed my 
jacket. It was safe enough. We were 
standing on the lip of a 100-yard down- 
hill. The bike was running, but out of 
gear. I pulled off nay jacket as the 
walkie-talkie blathered on with Fred's 
instructions and the CB jive crackling 
through the engine noise. Marvin was 
in a dither. He was overwhelmed by 
noise and confusion while desperately 
trying to make out Fred’s orders and all 
the time looking nervously around. 

"Now remember, this is a takel”” 
Fred's voice. 

“Which take?’’ a cameraman with a 
walkie-talkie asked. 

(|, buzzz...pieceo'cake..."' 

iO... givea shake...”” 

“...THISTAKE...crackle...” 

“Give mea...” 

“5... smooth stuff fake...” 

“5...start to brake...” 

“stepon it, since I can't make... 
hummmm...” 


4 "TAKE" , 

(5....seen him since...” 

(5...T---AKELT” 

"Snake? ... SNAKE!!!" Marvin 
screamed. 'SNAKE!'' he screamed 
again and leaped back to his rock, re- 
leasing the bike. I jumped for it. It was 
too late. The front wheel was already 
in the rain rut and the bike was on its 
way down without me. 


“ROLLING...” Fred said. 
“Oh nol”” gasped Marvin. 

“5... .vvhat”s your 20?...”” asked a 
trucker. 

Ilay in the grass and vvatched. 

““Great,”” Fred said, as the bike hit 
the flat rock and the front wheel shot 
up in the air for a couple of seconds. 
“Are you getting this?’’ he asked a 
cameraman. ''It's great action!" 

The bike hit the lip at the bottom of 
the hill and catapulted off. 

“Fabulous...” Fred said. ““Keep 
rolling, I want to get it all!” 

I heard the crash as the bike buried 
itself in the blackberry bushes. 

“Terrific! shouted Fred. ‘‘Print it! 
Pack 'em up, Max, and meet me at the 
next location.” 

Ilooked over the rim of the hill and 
saw Fred and a couple of his flunkies 
get back into a car and drive off, leaving 
Max and the crew dumbfounded. 

I picked up the walkie-talkie. ‘‘Max, 
does he realize...”” 

“No,” he said. 

“When will he?”” 

‘Tomorrow, when he sees the 
film.” 

“What then?" 

"Beats me..." 

“Max, I have:a question." 

"Shoot." 

““Can I get paid today?" 

“...buzzz... have a nice trip now, 
ya’ hear...’’ crackle-crackle. O 


HI-POINT 
“RED 


DOT” 
KNOBBIES 


HI-POINT RIDER FRANK STACY 
IN ACTION WITH “RED DOTS” 


Pro's like Frank Stacy, John Savitski and Bruce Oglivie 
rely on the new Hi-Point “Red Dot” tires to deliver total 
performance on the track and in cross country races. 

A thoroughly tested and proven rubber compound, knob 
placement and sidewall strength all combine to place 
the “Red Dot” right at the top in performance. 

"Red Dot“ tires are made in the U.S. and are priced 
below comparable premium knobby tires now available. In 
sizes 3:00x18, 3:85x18 and 4:50x18. Pick one up at your 
Hi-Point dealer's. ..mount it on your racer...we're sure 
you'll agree, Hi-Point's brought down the cost of being 
competitive. 


Be sure to check out our line of Hi-Point 


inner tubes and the new ISDT/Enduro super heavy duty 
tubes for cross country racers. 


Hi-Point Racing Products 
3709 W. Erie Ave., Lorain, OH 44053 
P. O. Box 2327, Amarillo, TX 79105 
9604 Oates Dr., Sacramento, CA 95827 


DaT Arar Jou Know, Mta noe one thing it's anıb 


ü ə: ORE Dirt pe een it 
DIRT sells out so fast I can't find it anywhere else. 
BIKE? 


So do me a favor, and get my poor dealer to carry your 
My town is 


magazine. This is the last straw, and believe you 
me, I mean business. 


My local dealer's name and address is 


- Send your request to 


Hi-Torque Publications 
Attn: Public Relations Department 
16200 Ventura Boulevard 

Encino, CA 91436 
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HONDA FL250 ODYSSEY (Continued from page 61) 


speeds, and the looser the terrain, the : 
more it plows. This is normally con- 
sidered better than oversteer, though, 
and it just calls for a different driving 
technique. It can best be described as a 
flat-track or dirt-track style. 

When entering a corner, the driver 
just twitches the wheel to kick the 
back end out a little and then gives it 
throttle to keep it there. With the back 
end loose, and doing the steering, the 
driver can literally do a tight enough 
spin at low speeds so that the inside 
front wheel almost pivots in place. 


If the front end starts plowing ina 
wider arc than where the driver aimed 
it, he can just tap the brake to transfer 
the weight to the front tires for a little 
more bite, or to get the back end kicked 
out. Back on the gas and it dirt-tracks 
through the corner. 

Grabbing a big handful of brakes in a 
slide can, and will, pop the Odyssey up 
on two wheels and sometimes over on 
the roll bar. Making contact witha 
berm or particularly sticky traction 
while sliding sideways can also get the 
Odyssey to turn over. As long as the 
driver can remember to keep his hands 
on the steering yoke, he'll be just fine 
in a roll. But the reflex action is to 
reach out to break your fall. This is a 
big mistake, because the added weight 
of the Odyssey (400 pounds) won't do 
anything for your arm. Some of the 
racing Odysseys utilize a nylon net— 
ala NASCAR stock cars—to keep the 
driver's arms inside. 

When the brakes are applied to the 
big rear tires in a straight line, the 
Odyssey stops quickly and the trans- 
mission disengages and the engine goes 
to idle. Stalling the engine is nearly im- 
possible, which is good, because you 
have to start the engine from outside 
the vehicle. It's a pull start, so keeping 
the Odyssey in good tune is best, un- 
less you want a set of ‘‘Hulk’’ arms. A 
hand brake keeps the Odyssey from 
getting away during the starting pro- 
cedure. Our starts always came from 
the first or second pull. 

Since there is very little suspension, 
the Odyssey is most at home on 
smooth terrain. It's not that it won't go 
through some nasty stuff, it's just that 
if it's very rough, the driver takes a 
beating. Also, the large tires cause the 
Odyssey to ''dribble'' like a basketball 
through bumps, bouncing up to two or 
three feet high. Surprisingly, though, 
this four-wheeler will go almost any- 
where. Good driving traction from the 
rear tires and excellent ground clear- 
ance make it a really good cross- 
country vehicle. It still won't go every- 
where a bike will, but then, nothing 
with four wheels will. 

Out on a short track, or a smooth TT 
layout, or out on the sand, the Odyssey 
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Honda FL250 7: . 


ENGINE TYPE 
BORE AND STROKE . 
DISPLACEMENT 

- CARBURETION 


.28mm Keihin ` 


FUEL TANK CAPACITY: 12 liters (3.2 Ee : 


GAS/OIL RATIO 
TRANSMISSION: 


IGNITION. 
WHEELBAS 


converter, automatic ` 
Flywheel magneto ` 
-1435mm (56.5 inches) 


1230mm (48.4 inches) ` 


TH. : əəə 
WEIGHT (CLAIMED). . 180 kg. (396.9 pounds) ` 5 


INTENDED USE, MFR............. Off-road 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 
DISTRIBUTOR . 

s f 100 W. Alondra Blvd: 


Gardena, California 90247 ` 


If you're into the Odyssey scene, 
there’s a shop up in Northern 
California by the name of Dirt 
Werkes, and they've got a whole 
slew of trick goodies for ya’. We 
had a chance to ride one of their 
machines in Pismo, and the im- 
| provements are outstanding. 

| | Here's a list of their products: 


US 
xə 


TVC SSS ən 


| Spark arrestor 
57 Lectron carburetor, 
|| 34or36mm 
|| Aluminum air box 
|| assembly 

Clutch kit 


Small hand-built Em . $65. 00 


isan SENE ball. = is drifting 
slides, pivoting on the veritable dime 
or charging up loose sand dunes, it's 
easy to get carried away and run it out 
of gas. 

If you've always thought of yourself 


. . American Honda Motor Co. 


Water-cooled head assembly 
(includes radiator) 

Nerf bolt-on bars 

Overhead bolt-on roll bar . .$44.95 

S&W shocks 

Goodyear 21x11-8 tires.... 

Heavy-duty wheels 

Number plates (pair) 

Rear axle support 

Simpson wrist restraint 

Simpson neck support 

Cylinder porting 

Cylinder milling 

From Dirt Werkes 


8141-A Belvedere Ave. 
Sacramento, California 95826 


as a young A.J. Foyt on the dirt.at Terra 
Haute, or you're just looking for a 
change of pace (and it’s something your 
lady can drive easily), we heartily rec- 
ommend Honda’s FL250 Odyssey. It’s 
a gas! O 
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A. TANK SHIRT B. T-SHIRT 

O Emblem on front $5.70* O Emblem on front $6.20* 

L] Emblem, both sides $6.70* L] Emblem, both sides $7.20* 
Circle color: yellow blue Circle color: white red yellow 
Circle size: S M L XL Circle size: S M L XL 
Color: Orange Emblem#_  . 

Size: S XL only 
Emblem # 


RASH 


C. SWEATSHIRT  $9.70” D.DIRT BIKE RACING 
Circle color: red. yellow It-blue JERSEY $17.20* 
white Emblem on front and back. 
Circle.size: S M L XL Circle color: red, blue, yellow 
Emblem # Circle size: S M L XL 


* PRICES INCLUDE 75-CENTS FOR 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


CHOOSE YOUR T-, TANK OR SWEAT SHIRT DESIGN MEN'S SIZES ONLY! 


M-253 


JE 


The last few editions of Crash and 
Burn have sold out completely. . . 
and for good reason. Crash and 
Burn is alive with the most 
exciting wipeouts, flamingos, 
tangles, dumps, clods and get-offs 
ever captured on film. Now, the 
editors of Dirt Bike Magazine 
present another collection of tip- 
overs, tank-slappers and 
wall-bangers. Find out why Crash 
and Burn is the most sought-after 
magazine of its kind around... 
ONLY $2.00 SEND FOR YOUR 
COPY NOW! 


Crash and Burn DB9;8 


ENDURO - HARLEY '74 
BULTACO 

HARLEY DAVIDSON (Big Bike Racer) - .S.A. 

HARLEY DAVIDSON WINGS - DODGE VAN 

HARLEY DAVIDSON # 1 - CHEVY VAN 

MAICO - FORD VAN 

DO ITIN THEDIRT OLYMPIA BEER 
JAWA CZ - BOONES FARM 
MOTOCROSS - COORS 

SUZUKI - KEEP ON TRUCKIN 
OSSA (flaming) - LETS BOOGIE 
HUSQVARNA (flaming) - THE DEVIL MADE ME DO IT 
KAWASAKI.(Big Bike Racer) - HOT DOG (skateboard) 
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, Y 
August-'79 HONDA (flaming) CHOPPERS MAGAZINE 
Box 317 BSA (flaming) MOTOCROSS ACTION MAGAZINE 
SUZUKI (Big Bike Racer) BIG BIKE MAGAZINE 


TRIUMPH DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
TRIUMPH (flaming) VAN WORLD MAGAZINE (Do It In Your Van) 
MUD, SWEAT AND GEARS 


Encino, California 91316 


zozzozzoozzzzz 
557 


Name 


Make check or:money order payable to: 
BOX INC. Nevada Residents Add Sales Tax 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89114 


Address 


City DB9-8 


Name 
Address 
City State Zip 


PRICES EFFECTIVE FOR 90 DAYS — 
ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


State. Zip 


(Please enclose $2.00 for each copy 
ordered, plus 50 cents postage and 
handling. (U.S. funds) Make checks 
payable to Hi-Torque Publishing Co.) 
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RIDERS WRITE 
[Continued from page 14) 


that happens, I will ride as an ‘‘out- 
law’’ biker in the desert. Like the 
saying goes, ‘'I won't stop riding in the 
desert until they pry my cold, dead 
hands off the grips!’’ 

Louis Babin 

Lake Havasu, Arizona 


Trials feedback 
Dear Good People of DB Mag, 

How about letting a 31-year-old 
fledgling female dirt biker have some 
space to reply to ““Mr. Holier Than 
Thou” Bruce C. Brunson, M.D. 
(Owensmouth, May '79)? 

So he's aggravated at us ““vvould-be”” 
motocrossers, is he? And all trials 
riders quietly explain and perform with 
the utmost of integrity? ...B.S. 

I wish he could have seen the fine 
example one of his cohorts displayed 
recently down in Jaw Bone Canyon. 

Our valley-based dirt bike club had 
met down there for a three-day get- 
together. On our last day, a family of 
four '"would-be'' trials riders camped a 
short distance from us. Papa set the 
example for the little ones by jumping 
on his mighty steed and proceeding to 
ride the hills cross-wise, totally ig- 
noring existing trails, of which there 
were six. BLM would love to have pic- 
tures of that turkey. 


Circle number 17 on page 73 
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SAVE THIS AD! It's your key to 


$8450 : 
SPECTRO 

S&W MOTOR OIL 
SHOCKS (24) MIX 


covp.995o 


METZELER TIRES 
党 495047 8450 
CALL 
MR. GOODBUY 


MOTOR-X 
NEEDS! 


ABOVE PRICES DO NOT 


HELMET 


BELL 
MOTO ill 
HELMET 
$81 50 


P.O. BOX 1845 
PONTIAC, MICH. 48056 
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ELECTRO PRO 6959 


INCLUDE SHIPPING CHARGES 


PRODUCTS, INC. 


Don't misinterpret my trials atti- 
tude. We've been to some of the com- 
petitions when they are in our area. 
Those guys are superb riders, for the 
most part. I'd even like to try trials 
riding myself some time. Many 
members of our club have both trials 
and MX bikes. 

Regarding your complaint about 
trials coverage in DIRT BIKE... To be 
perfectly honest, I see very, very few. 
trials bikes anyplace we ride (moun- 
tains, desert, etc.), and we go some- 
where almost every weekend. 

The pull is with the majority in any 
magazine. It has to be. As a profession- 
al business person you should 
understand about profit and loss. Why 
don't you complain to Sports 
Illustrated magazine regarding their 
lack of coverage of the National Tiddly- 
winks Championship. 

So come down off of your pedestal, 
Dr. Brunson. There are always a few 
jerks in every group, including yours. 

Thanks for letting me blow off some 
steam. 

Linda Forbes 

Modesto, California 
P.S. You've got a great mag, DB, no 
matter what they say about you. 


Garage widows 
Dear Sirs, 

In my hopscotch fashion, I read most 
of the articles in the May DB, starting 


MAIL ORDER 
DIRECT AND 


SAVE 50%! 


f the best savi n First SCOTT OURYHANDLE $499 B 
m iu t Mia Mə Əs | BAnemPs. ^1 
chandise! Call us Toll Free for 
our complete price list! $1 44 50 MIKUNECARBS $34*5! 

STEVE MXL BOOTS RM125 34MM 
STACKABLE 119 TSUBAKI 95 
MX PANTS $ CHAIN $15 


(520) $19.95 


$3599 L 

pen case | SPROCKETS 
SUZUKI 
HUSKY 
MAICO 
$ 1 9 95 


FRONT SPROCKET $5.50 | 


SPECIAL! SUZUKI 
CONVERSION KIT 


125N $27 50 


520 


with the BLM fight (keep at it), then 
the Maico (''Honey, I gotta have one”) 
250, and the four-stroke (first love) en- 
counter. But ''One Night In The 
Garage'" stopped me cold. As a long- 
standing, pack the cooler on Sunday 
mornings, garage widow, I know that 
it's not Harvey that makes three, it's 
those damn motorcycles! 
Marriage needs maintenance, too. 
Marilyn Yeager 
Mooresville, Indiana 


Save Roger fund 
Dear Mr. Shimizu, 
U.S. Suzuki, 

In reference to the enclosed 
magazine advertisement, I'm kicking 
off a fund-raiser with a check in the 
amount of ten cents. I’m sure many 
other readers of cycle magazine ads 
will feel the same responsibility that I 
have to help Suzuki provide the 
prestigious Mr. DeCoster with one of 
those ''stock swingarms’’ that is better 
than his ''expensive, lightweight’’ 
works swingarm. Shame, shame on 
Suzuki! '"The man" needs no 
handicaps if he is to recapture the 
World Championship. Come on, fans, 
let's get those contributions in NOW! 
enc. DIRT BIKE (Feb., pp. 52, 53) 

Motocross Action (Feb., pp. 34, 35) 
Steve R. Miller 
Twin Falls, Idaho 


It must be tough when you don't win 
the Championship. 


The rating game 
Dear DB guys, 

Iwas just reading your test on the | 
YZ250F and you mentioned that the | 
average dirt biker weighs 220 pounds. 
Where have you been all these years? 
The Planet of the Apes? Also, you rate 
motorcycles on a scale of 0 to 100 now. 
Well, here's how Super Hunky would 
rate: 

Handling: 10 

Suspension: 100 (all that fat] 

Power: 0 

Cost: 100 (he eats more than a 

hungry hippo) 

Attention to detail: 1 

Effectiveness, stone stock: 0 

The Suzuki Kid 
Marysville, California 
P.S. Bring back Rik Paul 

You mean to tell us that this isn't 
the Planet of the Apes? Don't you 
watch the evening news? We ran into 
Rik Paul just the other day in the hall 
outside Van, Pickup and Off-Road 
World Magazine (where he works now) 
and told him about your letter. He said 
thanks for the good word, and tell 
Mom he'll write when he gets time. 


We welcome correspondence, thoughts and 
ideas. Address all letters, bomb threats, bribes 
and generalities to: 

RIDERS WRITE 


c/ o DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
16200 VENTURA BLVD. 
ENCINO, CA. 91436 


——— 


PICTURE 
YOURSELF 
HERE 


ON 
THE FACE 

OF THIS UNIQUE 
PERSONALIZED WATCH. 


' Five illustrations to choose from. 
C] MX O Chopper OC Van 
QR Soccer O Skateboard 


Send a photo of yourself, or someone 
you care about, to be painted in an 
action scene on the face of this 
sturdy, all-purpose watch. 


$31.95 The Basic ° Full one year 
service warranty. 


$51.95 The Fancy ° 17 jewel, shock 
and water resistant. Gold tone case 
with stainless steel back. Two year 
service warranty. 


$71.95 The Very Fancy ° 17 jewel, 
self-winding, shock and water 
resistant. Silver tone case with 
stainless steel back. Two year service 
warranty. 


Name on watch. . 


Indicate hair color. — Eye color. . 
Complexion 


Make check or money order payable to: 
PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 

P.O. Box 14945 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 


Name 
Address 
City 


State Zip 
(* Prices include $2 for postage and handling.) 


Prices Effective For 90 Days 
Nevada Residents Add Sales Tax 


ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


H-700 $15.45 


| STICKIES 
7 3-5/8 x 2-7/8" 


25-cents each or 5 for $1 


GLOVES ° Attractive and durable GOGGLES * Hydron-coated for super 
cowhide leather. Beautifully stitched to protection. Prevents fogging. Adjustable strap 
provide the utmost in comfort and for convenient fit. 
protection. $14.45. 


Make check or money order payable to: DB9-8 
PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. ° P.O. BOX 14945 ° LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89114 
(Nevada Residents Add Sales Tax) 


Name 
Address 


City Seer TAA kr State Zip 


DIRT BIKE STICKIES GLOVES GOGGLES 
at 25-cents each Cowhide Leather . . . $15.45* OH-70.. ..$8.45* 
— _at5 for $1.00 Circle size: S M L 口 H-700 . . $16.45* 


THESE LOW PRICES CAN ONLY BE GUARANTEED FOR 90 DAYS 
*PRICE INCLUDES $1 FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


Thanks to you, 
Ib works. A RedCross. 
For all of us. Z The Good 
United Way 155 


We made the best...Better! 


Re-formulated to hundred other uses. 
penetrate moving parts HE | I | Spark Plug Contact & 
quicker and extend Chain Klean cleans 
chain life through more everything! 

efficient lubrication. Nonflammable, 

You can't beat Petro- kq 53 nonconductive. 
chem's Chain Life for EE AU Removes oil, wax or 
clean smooth chain 5 Tana tas grease in minutes. 
operation or as a pre- š Once you've used it 
assemble lube, drilling you'll never be without 
and tapping lube, open it! New 20 oz. shop size ` 
gear systems and a is a better buy. 


THE PETROCHEM PROBLEM SOLVERS 
Dot 3 Brake Fluid - ATF Fork Life - Engine Klean - Proctect All - ESP 
Cable Life & Cable Care Kits - Rust & Corrosion Remover 


PETROCHEM 


Manufactured for Champions Choice, Inc. P.O. Box 5968, Orange, California 92667 
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POLITICAL NEWSFRONT 
(Continued from page 31) 

that an institution which has Charles 
Lindbergh’s ‘Spirit of St. Louis’ 
hanging in their museum should have 
become so violently anti-technology as 


this.” 
Sincerely, 


L.P. VVakefield 


The White Bros. 
recipe for Thumper Thunder: 


INGREDIENTS: Take one XL/XR Honda 500 
and add some of the following: 


Exhaust system — puper Trapp (uses 
standard head pipe) $47.50 

36mm Mikuni Carb Kit — with Magura or 
Whirlpool throttle $84.95/91.95 

Aluminum Swingarm — 112” longer, 2% lbs 
lighter, bolts on $159.95 

S&W, Curnutt or Works Performance 
Shocks — from $109.95 to $269.95 

Terry Fork Kit — 10-inch travel, better 
action, smoother $39.00 

Extended Air Caps — allows air, forks can 
be dropped lower $18.50 


The ad enclosed by Mr. Wakefield 
was pretty grim and got down on off- 
roaders as destroyers of land. We 
wonder if the Toyota and Datsun folks 
are planning to advertise in their snob- 
bish publication? Or are they too good 
to take their ‘‘dirty’’ money? We 
wonder. 


hite Bros 


CYCLE SPECIALTIES 


500cc High Compression Pistons — cast 
and forged 10.5:1 comp. 

540cc High Compression Pistons — 
forged, a real torque boost! 

High Lift Cam — (refundable core charge of 
$25.00) $69.00 

S&W Valve Spring Kit — necessary with 
cam. springs & collars $39.95 

*low Pipe — bigger head pipe, better 
exhaust flow 

*high Pipe — routs through existing frame, 
bigger head pipe 


*pipes available with Super Trap silencer, or with megaphone. 

DIRECTIONS: 1Mix generously, tighten down and go riding. Allow 20 
minutes for smile to appear on face, and friends to disappear way behind. 
Use frequently for continued satisfaction. Cook the competition. 

See your local dealer for the White Bros. Honda 500 accessories, or contact us at: 


11611 Salinaz Dr. “M” Garden Grove, CA 92643 (714) 638-1653 
or send $2.00 for our complete accessory/recipe 1979 catalog. 


Russ Darnell 
Motocross 
Schools 


Call 213-767-1854 or 213-367-1722 
for reservations or write to 


Hidden Hills, Manitowac Wis. 
Tipton, lowa. 

Thurston Cty. ORV, Olympia, Wash. 
Byron, Ill. 

MX West, Port Angeles, Wash. 
Harbor Woods, Newcastle, PA. 
Bavarian MX, Seattle, Wash. 
Pendleton, Ky. 

Hill & Gully, Seattle, Wash. 

.. Roaring Branch, PA. 
. . Roaring Branch, PA. 


Atlanta, Ga. 

Saddleback, Orange, CA. 
Indian Dunes, Valencia, CA. 
DeAnza, Sunnymead, CA. 
Midland, Mich. 

Bend, Oregon. 

Indian Dunes, Valencia, CA. 
Hidden Hills, Manitowac, Wisc. 
Saddleback, Orange, CA. 
Honda Hills, Columbus, Ohio. 
Rio Bravo, Houston, Tx. 

Star Track, El Paso, Tx. 


RUSS DARNELL MOTOCROSS SCHOOL 
9225 Telfair 
Sun Valley, CA. 91352 


Entry fees: $40 for two-day schools and $125 for five-day training camps. Class size limited. 
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We received two clippings from 
Kathy Kruckenberg (Diamond Bar, 
California). One of the articles was 
yet another David Sheridan rewritten 
press release, but the other was fas- 
cinating. In it, President Carter wanted 
to set aside 10 million acres for wilder- 
ness, but the Prez also: 
‘recommended that 28.5 million 
acres of roadless land in the lower 
48 states be opened to ‘multiple 
uses,’ such as mining, grazing, 
timber cutting, recreation and oil 
and gas exploration.’’ 


From faraway Holland, we got some 
information from Dan Baker, stationed 
in the Air Force. He gave us some in- 
sight on the BLM activities in the State 
of Arizona: 

"I won't get much of a chance to ride 
the desert or any other type of open 
land for the next three years or so, but 
it would be nice to have something and 
someplace to ride on when get back. 
Although most of my desert racing was 
down in Arizona, we had our run-ins 
with BLM also. The Arizona Desert 
Racing Assoc. planned a Gila Bend to 
Yuma race two years ago very quietly 
(2000 riders is quiet?), and we were 
shot down about three weeks before 
the race because the Sierra Club and 
the BLM thought we would disturb the 
habitat of the desert Bighorn sheep by 
riding within ten miles of it. By the 
way, this habitat was located in a 
military training area known as the 
Gila Bend Gunnery Range, a place that 
the Air Force blows apart twice week- 
ly. If you'd like some more info on this 
and more happenings in Arizona, write 
ADRA, 1408 E. Granada, Phoenix, 
Arizona.’’ 

Our old Buddy, Assemblyman Bob 
Hayes (Republican-San Fernando, 
California), is at it again. Encouraged 
by the recent victory in Nevada, in 
which the BLM was declared illegal by 
the House and the Senate, Bob is get- 
ting busy. Here’s what’s happening: 
Hayes would like to add California to 
the growing list of western states now 
involved in the ''Sagebrush Rebellion.” 
He has introduced legislation aimed at 
wrestling millions of acres of 
California wilderness from federal 
ownership. 

Specifically, the bill requires Cali- 
fornia's State Lands Commission to 
conduct a study of all lands within the 
boundaries of the state which are under 


“the management of the Federal Bureau 


of Land Management. The purpose of 
the study is to determine whether title 
to these lands should (by constitu- 
tional right) be vested in the State of 
California; and then to initiate appro- 
priate action to return those lands to 
state control. 

“It's more than likely that the 
federal government has no legalright 
to these lands in the first place,” said 
Hayes. ''Somewhere along the line, 


COLLECTOR'S 
ITEMS 


Order back issues of DIRT BIKE Magazine now and save money. 
THREE ISSUES FOR ONLY $1. 
Circle the issues you want and complete the coupon below. 


DIRT BIKE BACK ISSUES 

Feb '72 How to climb hills Jun '74 Winter AMA Feb '77 Fast women 

Apr '72 Waterproof your carb Jul '74 Make suspension covers Mar ”77 Trans-AMA 

Jul ‘72 How to crash Sep '74 Hangtovvn Apr '77 DT250 vs TS250 

Aug 72 Sand riding Oct ‘74 Chain lube shoot-out May '77 125 MX shoot-out 

Sep 72 Breakin’ in a new bike Nov 74 500cc world champ Jul '77 Hangtown 

Oct '72 Decarbonizing Dec ‘74 World bench champs Jan ‘78 Blue blazers 

Nov 72 Trail ride Feb ‘75 Shoulder pad shoot-out Feb 78 1978 bikes 

Jan ‘73 Build a skid plate Mar ‘75 Install a heli coil Mar ‘78 Knobbies 

Feb '73 Buying a bike May '75 DB insurance Apr ‘78 11 Grand gasser 

Mar '73 Hard core maintenance Jun ‘75 PUCH 175 ISDT May ‘78 250 MX shoot-out 

Apr '73 Project Yamaha Jul ‘75 Maico 400 MX Jun '78 How to corner 

May '73 Motorcycle hygiene Aug 75 CZ 400 MX Jul '78 Hangtown 

Jun '73 Make an enduro Nov '75 Novice advice Aug '78 How to gassit 

Jul ‘73 Project Yamaha Pt. 4 Dec '75 World trials Sep '78 Holeshot secrets 

Aug '73 Port purification Jan “76. Suspension revisted Oct '78 Superbowl of Motocross 
| Sep '73 Brake improvement Feb '76 Baja 500 Nov '78 Three dozen trail tips 

Oct 73 Making the SC500 fly Mar '76 Baja thousand Dec 78 How to jump 

Nov '73 Bing carb May ”76 BMX gold cup Jan '79 Newiron for '79 

Dec '73 Trail trickery Jun '76 Yamaha IT 400 Feb '79 Racing exercises 

Jan '74 Vibration proofing lights Jul '76 AMA supercross Mar '79 Honda four-stroke goodie guide 

Feb '74 Gas filter shoot-out Aug 76 Mini bike nationals Apr '79 Honda XR185 

Mar ”74 Toting tech Oct '76 USGP May '79 Gearing secrets for the 125's 

Apr '74 Cylinder boring Jan '77 Type two Honda Jun '79 Ice racing 


Jul 79 Yamaha YZ125 


RETURN THIS PAGE WITH YOUR ORDER 


DIRT BIKE BACK ISSUES 
P.O. BOX 317 
ENCINO, CALIFORNIA 91316 


Name 


Address 


City epu: sei mn P pa Tus omm tate Zip 


(Enclose $1 for each set of three back issues ordered, plus $1 for postage and handling. Canadian add $1.50, other foreign $2. Make check payable 


to Hi-Torque Publishing Company.) DB9-8 
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Congress developed the interesting 


` habit of ‘withholding title’ to millions 


of acres of state lands as a precondition 
for statehood. 

'"That's what happened here in 
California in 1849. : 

“But shortly thereafter, the U.S. 
Supreme Court—in what should have 
been a precedent-setting case—ruled 


Circle number 20 on page 73 


ç ES ə 
Team Girling ,” 
IE 3. 
Please ship (check desired Girling) 
15“ Girling Gas Shock 口 . . .$59.99 pr. 
15” Girling Reservoir Shock O 99.99 pr. 
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HHOBBV SHOP 
INTERNATIONAL Dealers write on letterhead for Free catalog. [| 


that Alabama and not the federal 
government was entitled to public 
lands within its boundaries, when it 
was admitted to the union. 

“Yet, instead of reversing former 
‘land grabs,””” said Hayes, ''for the 
West things just got vvorse.”” 

Hayes referred to five other western 
states which are now considering legis- 


Knobby Shop International's 


15" GAS GIRLING 
SHOCKS * for MX * Enduro 


* Cross Country 


These K.S.l. Nitrogen Gas Girlings are 
our Long Travel 534" Versions, with 
Heavy Duty Damping, Twin Spring 
System, and Special Hi-Load Bump Stop. 


Each Pair is made to our exacting specifi- 
cations, and comes complete with 128 
İbs/in. Major Springs 8 180 İbs/in. Minor 
Springs, Bushes & retainers. 


To Order: Please enclose money Order or cer- 
tified check (Ca residents add 6% sales tax) 
made payable to: 

KNOBBY SHOP INTERNATIONAL 
P.O. Box 1592 

La Jolla, CA., 92038 

Tel: (714) 452-1783 


THE PROOF: 
KAL-GARD CHAIN KOTE 


Ë | 


KAL-GARD offers the above photo as the plain truth 

about its CHAIN KOTE. The deep black color shows the 
high molybdenum content for outstanding lubrication, 
and the high viscosity bonding agent keeps it on your 


uz 


Chain ; 


š 
Lim rn 


chain and not on your tire, wheel, or jacket. Try it yourself - 
if a chain lube says it contains moly, look for its natural 
black color. And if it runs off your hand, it surely won't stay 
on your chain, will it? Don't be fooled by so-called Teflon 
chain lubes either. Teflon is great for frying pans because 


things don't stick to it, but it’s 
Hübudül 
® 


a low pressure lube that's not 
for chains. Buy some CHAIN 
KOTE today - you'll get what 
you pay for. Safe for o-ring 
chains too! 


16616 SCHOENBORN ST. - SEPULVEDA, CA 91343 - (213) 892-8674 
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lation similar to his. Alaska, Arizona, 
Nevada, Oregon and Utah are all re- 
belling against their ''Property of U.S. 
Government”’ status. 

“We've had our fill of red tape and 
regulation by a system that should 
have gone out with the covered 
wagon.”’ 

Allll right. It’s good to see people like 
Hayes in office, instead of the usual 
mouth-breathing, peanut farmers. 


Our last information for this month 
comes from Greg Kluck. His letter tells 
the whole story: 


DIRT BIKE: 

Just a few lines to let you guys at 
DIRT BIKE know what is coming down 
here in Santa Barbara. As you know, 
we have been paying for those green 
stickers for about seven years, to be 
able to ride off the road. The State of 
California has told Santa Barbara 
County they have to provide us with a 
place to ride. We paid for an off-road 
motorcycle park through the fees paid 
for the green stickie, that’s the word 
from the State! Certain factions in this 
fair metropolis are trying to deny us 
our off-road park. We are gradually be- 
ing forced out of our riding places by 
the police. The nearest one left is about 
17 miles south of the City of Santa 
Barbara. I do not own a truck, so it is 
very hard to go riding anyway. 

Local riders have gotten together and 
have started a letter-writing campaign 
to the County Park Department. I 
myself prepared a letter on a very large 
piece of paper and had it signed by 
some fellow riders. I then presented it 
to an official of the Department. There 
is the most beautiful track plan ready 


| to be built, if it only can get passed. 


Please, oh please, print this to let 
others know of our plight. I urge your 
readers in our area to write the: 
Santa Barbara County Park Dept. 
1105 Santa Barbara Street 
Santa Barbara, California 93101 
Thanks for listening. 
Gregory W. Kluck 
Santa Barbara, California 


That's about all the room we have 


| | this month, but keep that hot line of 


feedback open. Let's let everyone know 
exactly what's going on. 
That's POLITICAL NEWSFRONT 
c/o DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
16200 Ventura Blvd. 
Encino, California 91436 


While you're at it, don't forget to 
Send a Buck to the Phantom Duck. 
Right now, as this is being typed, the 
Duck and Friends are in Federal Court, 
éngaged in a battle to the end with the 
BLM. That address is: 

The Phantom Duck of the Desert 
7896 Kempster Ave. 
Fontana, California 92335 


Next month, a full report on that key 
trial. DJ 


HONDA XL125S 
(Continued from page 51) 


winds to fight, the top speed will drop 
below 50, and sixth gear will be hard to 
pull. Very hard. 

A ful! tank of gas will take you about 
105 wide-open miles before reserve is 
necessary, and reserve is probably 
worth another 35 miles or so. Comfort 
is good, with the seat getting pretty 
hard after about 80 miles, but the 
rubber-mounted handlebars, tank, seat 
and footpegs do a good job of soaking 
up vibration. None of that over-buzzed, 
long ride feeling here. Only one prob- 
lem: The XL is set up for one passenger 
only. There are no buddy pegs or grap 
strap for a passenger, but considering 
the amount of muscle that would be 
needed to pull a passenger, you 
wouldn't be very happy even if you 
could carry one. 

Not a bad bike to fight a gas crunch 
with, all things being equal. The XL 
will be happy as a clam going to and 
from work or school, and will give you 
the option of short-haul pavement- 
scratching, or moderate trail riding, or 
both, when you:want to get out in the 
real world. And the nice thing about 
that option is that, unlike its brothers 
of the past, the XL will do each job 
equally well. A little slower than a 
larger-bore bike, true, but just as much 
fun. O 
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REGULAR CLASSIFIED: COMMERCIAL RATE: 


For firms or individuals offering commercial products or services: $1.50 per word... 


READER RATE: 


For individuals with a personal item to buy or sell: $1.00 per word. . . 


MIT MC Market 


minimum order $30.00. 


minimum order $15.00. 


CLASSIFIED DISPLAY: 1 inch x 1 column, $75.00; 2 inch x 1 column, $150.00; 3 inch x 1 column, $300.00. 
Frequency discount (CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ONLY): 5 percent for 6 months; 10 percent for 12 months paid in 
advance. For additional sizes: information available on request. Advertiser to supply film negatives, right 


reading, emulsion down. 


All copy must be typewritten or clearly printed. Payment must accompany copy. First word in all classified ads 
set in CAPS. All copy subject to publisher's approval. Advertisers using Post Office box numbers in their 
address MUST supply publisher with permanent address and telephone number before ad is run. 


Send order and remittance to Classified Advertising, DIRT BIKE Magazine, 16200 Ventura Boulevard, Encino 


California 91436. 


SALES REPS WANTED: We are looking for aggres- 
sive sales reps, knowledgeable of street and dirt 
markets, now working in established territories. We 
are a large warehouse distributor of nationally adver- 
tised products, with many prime territories available. 
If you are interested in increasing your sales this year, 
call Chuck at JIM O'NEAL DISTRIBUTING, INC., 
(213)705-3413. 


SPORTPLANES, MINI-HELICOPTERS, MOTOR- 
IZED HANG-GLIDERS. Plans/ kits/ complete. Many 
types. Catalog $3.00. LFP, Dept. H, Box 19828, Hous- 
ton, Texas 77024. 


PISTON KITS — High compression pistons with rings 
and wrist pin, for XL250 Honda, in overbore sizes: 
.025mm, .050mm, .075mm, 1.0mm— $21.95. Com- 
plete gasket sets for XL250 Honda, side-port engine — 
$9.95. Contact F&T RACING, 4879 S. 51st, Omaha, 
Nebraska 68117; (1-402) 733-1981. 


WANTED — Good used bare frame for 175 Yamaha 
1974, '75 Enduro. H.M. FITZCHARLES, Rt. 2, Lee 
Road, Smyrna, Tennessee 37167. 


BAY AREA BULTACO 


BULTACO ° KTM * HODAKA 


Buy a 1979 SHERPA T 
from us and attend the 
Donner Trials School for 
a week at our expense. 
Call or write for details! 


5606 W. Manchester BI. 
Westehester, CA 90045 
(213) 649-1700 


Send $1 for '79 Catalog and Sticker. 


YOU £ 
NEED 
PROTECTION! 


Plus Products, Inc. 
P.O. Box 14945 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 


Please send me 
add sales tax.) 


Name 


Address 


City; ——— — i eee = State, ee tS 
PRICES EFFECTIVE FOR 90 DAYS @ ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


ee 250-500 
1 2% gallon $49.50 
Honda CR 250-R 


A BIG: 


Honda XL-XR 


3.2 gallon $49.50 


as 
Plastic tanks 
for most models 

1to 3.8 gallon 

24 styles— 7 colors 
Clarke Mfg. Co. 

Rt. 1 Box 576 
Mulino, OR 97042 
(503) 829-2156 

79 catalog ready now 


MOTORCYCLE RECORD ALBUM... 
Get Yours Now! 

12 Great Songs Like “Dirt Bikin”” And “Do It In 
The Dirt.” For The Kids: Pop-A-Wheelie, And 
Songs For The Street Rider. Add This Album 
To Your Record Collection. Great Family Enter- 
tainment. Specify Record-8 Track-Cassette. 
We'll Pay Postage. Allow 30 Days. Send $6.95 
To: Mova Fun Products ° Box 62126 

Sunnyvale, CA 94086 


NATIONAL 
HUNTINGTON'S DISEASE 
ASSOCIATION 


Suite 501, 1441 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10018 
212-966-4320 


SPECIALISTS IN 2 CYCLE 
ENGINE CYLINDER LINER 
REPLACEMENT | 
Small Engine Machine Works, Inc. | £e ñ 


2217 N. Vancouver Ave. = QUE s | 


Portland, 25 97227 
brutis. land, 977 


| Small Cngine Machine 


Works. Inc. 


(503) 284- 
Custom Ma nita stre 
Motorcycle Cylinder Liners 


Your back issues of Dirt Bike 
magazine are going to increase in 
value. Protect and preserve them in 
a tough, durable binder. It sports a 
finish with gold embossed lettering 
on both the front and spine. Only 
$7.95* each. 


(*Price includes $1 for postage and 
handling.) 


Dirt Bike binder(s). | have enclosed $7.95 for each binder ordered. (Nevada residents 


Zip 
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SAVE 
30% 


(Clip and mail) 


The DIRT BIKE 
Subscription Sale. 


Save over 30 % 
off the regular cover price! 


This is too good to pass up. Start my one- 
year's subscription to DIRT BIKE at the spe- 
cial introductory price of just $9.98. That's 12 
great issues at a savings of over $5.00! Now 
when an issue sells out I can say ha-ha, and 
laugh all the way to my mailbox 


Name 
(Please Print) 


Address 
City/State/Zip 


Mailto: DIRT BIKE Subscription Sale 
Box 317 
Encino, California 91316 
Please include a check or money order with each subscrip- 
tion. Canadian subscriptions add $2 postage and han 


dling, other foreign add $3 (U.S. funds): Allow. 6-8 
weeks for dehvery of first issue 


Take a 
cross 


country 
tour for 


If motorcycle 
touring beckons 
you, CYCLE 
TOURING is the 
magazine you [ 
should buy. 


In it, you'll learn what bikes are 
best for the road. Where to go. And 
what to bring with you. 


It contains just about everything 
you'll need to know to plan your 
road adventures. Like product 
tests. Road tests. Advice on cycle- 
camp trailers. And more. 

And CYCLE TOURING tells the 
story of four real-life cross-country 
trips that will simply make you 
drool. 

Life in the fast lane has never been 
easy. And until CYCLE 
TOURING, it’s never been so 
much fun. 


DB9-8 


Send for your copy today. 


CYCLE TOURING July 1979 
Box 317 
Encino, California 91316 


Name 


Address 


City 


State Zip 


(Please enclose $2.00 for each copy ordered, plus 
50 cents postage and handling. Make checks 
payable to Hi-Torque Publications, Inc.) 


Ar Mr 


Inorder to receive free information on products advertised in Dirt Bike, 
plus the name of the closest dealer, simply complete the following steps: 
1) Print your name, address, city and state on the coupon below. 

2) Circle the code number on the coupon (please limit to 6 numbers) 
which corresponds with the number at the bottom of the ad. 

Literature and the name of your dealer will be sent to you directly 


from the advertiser. 


3) Place the coupon in an envelope. Enclose 25 cents to cover the cost 
of postage and handling and mail to: 
DIRT BIKE 
Reader Service 
P.O. Box 317 
Encino, California 91316 
(Allow 6 to 8 weeks for processing.) 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 91011 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 
51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 
76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 


To continue making Dirt Bike the kind of magazine you want to read, we'd like 
your help. Please answer the following questions (circle the number opposite your 


answer): 
1. AGE GROUP 


2. ANNUAL INCOME 
Under $10,000 
$10,000-$14,999 
$15,000-$19,999 
$20,000 or more 


3. DO YOU OWN A MOTORCYCLE? 
Yes.. 1 


4. IF YES, HOW MANY? 


5. WHAT MAKE(S) DO YOU OWN? 
Hond 1 


. WHAT TYPE OF BIKE(S) DO YOU 
OWN? 


Trail/Enduro 
Motocross 
Street/Trail 


Flat-track 
Speedway. . 


7. IF YOU COMPETE, WHICH TYPE? 
Motocross 1 


. DO YOU PLAN TO BUY A NEW 
BIKE WITHIN THE NEXT YEAR? 
il 


9. IF SO, VVHAT MAKE DO YOU 
PLAN TO BUY? 


. HOW MUCH DO YOU PLAN TO 
SPEND ON ACCESSORIES FOR 
YOURSELF AND YOUR BIKE 
DURING THE NEXT YEAR? 

1 


. IN ORDER, WHICH FIVE TYPES 
DE ARTICLES INTEREST YOU 
THE MOST? 
A. Competition INSERT LEVIES 
B. Technical/How-to's 
C. New bike tests 
D. Personality features 
E. Product evaluations 


12. IN ORDER, WHICH FIVE MOTOR- 
CYCLE MAGAZINES DO YOU 
READ MOST OFTEN? 

A. Motorcyclist INSERT LETTER 
B. Motocross Action 

C. Cycle 

D. Dirt Bike 

E. Cycle World 

F. Cycle Guide 


Crashand Burn 


“When entering a turn, it is important to transfer 
as much weight as possible to the front vvheel.”” 


Photo by Gary Spencer 


We'll pay you $10 if your photo is published. Send your shots to Crash and Burn, DIRT BIKE Magazine, P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316. We also 
pay for any photos published in the semi-annual Crash and Burn Specials. 
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HELL'S 
LL 


Ae Me, 


Er E KATE Ts 


The new Bell Moto III. A new helmet that's been through 
hell and back. Tested and developed by champions like Bob 


Hannah, Roger DeCoster, Larry Roeseler and other super stars. 


The new Moto III sets new helmet standards with its 
combination of safety and comfort features: smaller, 
lighter fiberglass shell for better balance. Contoured to pro- 
tect nose, mouth and chin (eliminates need for face masks). 
Slotted air vents for increased air supply. The first integral 


£ 


dust filter. New fade-resistant finish. in red. yellow or white. 
Five-snap Halman-type visor. Distinctive Bell graphics. 
Snell `75 and DOT approved. 

Bell’s new Moto III is the first in a new helmet genera- 
tion. Made to protect all riders who like to win or play 
hard, come hell or high water. 

Bell Helmets, Inc., 15301 Shoemaker 
Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650. 


79 DATSUN STRRRETCH BED. How does the guy who rides the Baja get to the Baja? In a Datsun—toughest rig either side of Ensenada. 
: he Strrretch bed has a rugged all-steel bed, nearly / V2 feet long, a double-walled tailgate with hidden support chains 


and 13 tie down hooks. You can haul two dirt bikes and gear with room to spare. In fact, the powerful 2-liter 
overhead cam engine can haul more than some larger rigs — 1400 Ibs. of passengers and cargo. 
Since you take enough lumps on your bike, we took some of the lumps out of the truck, with road- 

leveling ball joints, torsion bars and rear leaf springs. And you don t pay a penny extra for 4-speed 
stick, power-assist front. disc brakes and white sidewall tires. You're tough on a truck, but we're 
even tougher. We test every Datsun ten ways. We make sure 

the quality $ built in. That's because these trucks are built 
by the world-wide Nissan Motor Company Ltd. — 

whose name stands for quality. See the new Datsun trucks 
ONREGULAR 645" İ at your Datsun dealer now. Every one is built to work hard 

and play hard. But their main job ts to last. NOBODY DEMANDS MORE 


WE ARE DRIVEN 


